



Get more out of life 
with a reverse mortgage 

This free video from MetLife Bank can show you how. 


L If you're a home owner age 62 or older a 

reverse mortgage could give you the financial 
chi) flexibility you need. And MetLife Bank — a 

•A. 1 MetLife company — has the expertise to help 

you get the most from a reverse mortgage. 
Call today for your free reverse mortgage video and 
information kit — there's no obligation. 


Scott Funk 

Reverse Mortgage Consultant 
802-238-4216 


MetLife 


No Takeoffs Required! 

The Vermonter and the Ethan Allen Express, depart 
daily from twelve stations in Vermont and connect you to more than fifty Eastern 
Seaboard destinations. Discover the ease, comfort and fun of traveling by train! 



BURLINGTON RADIO JUST SCORED 



FEATURING DAN PATRICK IN THE MORNING! 9A-NOON 
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■/Vermont Do You Have — 

Type 2 Diabetes? iwbK^^w 

We are enrolling adult volunteers now 

If you have type 2 diabetes, find out if you qualify for a clinical research study 
of an investigational oral diabetes medication. 

You may be eligible if you: 

• Are between 18 and 80 years of age 
• Have had type 2 diabetes for at least 3 months 

• Are being treated with metformin and a sulfonylurea (such as: glimepiride, 
glipizide, or glyburide), and your blood sugar is not well-controlled 

If eligible to participate, you will be seen by a study doctor and receive study- 
related testing and medication at no cost. If enrolled, you may be reimbursed 
for parking and travel expenses. 

For more information contact: The Diabetes Research Center 
(802) 847-8903 or email us at Diabetes.Research@uvm.edu 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 


"It was absolutely life changing. Everyone was great. 

We were well taken care of and comfortable. " 

Wendy Fleming and Steven Spooner welcomed 
their first child, their daughter Isabelle lean, 
into the bright, winter world on Friday, January 
14. The lovely Isabelle weighed 7lb/14oz and 
was 20.5 inches long. She was warmly cuddled 
up and peacefully sleeping when we stopped by 
and it was clear that daddy is absolutely smitten 
and mom is proud and content. Congratulations ( 
and best wishes to the happy new family. What 
a great way to bring light and happiness to a long 

Washington winter. Cuddle on 

= W Central Vermont Medical Center | 
^ f Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 

Central Vermont Women’s Health - 371-5961 , 

Call 371-4613 to schedule a tour of oi 

Garden Path Birthing Center. ' 
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An Up-Lifting Development 


Edmunds Middle School in Burlington finally has 
an elevator: school officials staged a ribbon-cut- 
ting ceremony to unveil it last Wednesday. Oozens 
of parents, students, lawmakers and administra- 

The new lift is a boon to students in wheelchairs 
and others with mobility issues, who were previ- 
ously unable to navigate the historic downtown 
school. Accessibility advocates have been pushing 
the district for years to undertake the project 
despite the hefty pricetag — $1.5 million. 

In 2009. Michael Wood-Lewis, whose son uses a 
wheelchair, told Seven Days contributing writer 
Aimee Picchi that the work never seemed to take 
priority. 'Accessibility is the bridesmaid but never 
the bride," he lamented. 'Every year, accessibility 
falls off the list." 

Picchi attended Wednesday's ribbon-cutting. "The 
ceremony unveiling this project was emotional, 
with speakers and audience members tearing up,’ 
she writes in a post on Blurt, the Seven Days staff 

"Caroline Saba, the daughter of city councilor 
Karen Paul and a classmate of Ben Wood-Lewis, 
told the crowd that the elevator wasnt just about 
one person, but instead that it represented ‘our 
community standing up and saying what is righL' 
Noting that many students have been learning 
this month about Martin Luther King Jr.'s vision, 
she added, 'I think Dr. King would be proud of 
Burlington today.'" Read more at sevendaysvt.com. 
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DEATH BY HIGH 
SCHOOL 


One week, two 
teen suicides, 
many unanswered 
questions. 
Including: What 
drives Vermont kids 
to such despair? 


ft 

SNAP OUT OF IT 

It's really, really 
cold, OK? Big whup. 
From the daily 
coverage about 
"what to wear," you’d 
think we were south 
of the Mason-Dixon! 

t§ 

ROAR NO MORE? 

Natural Resources 
Secretary Deb 
Markowitz is 
poised to revoke 
a rule that permit 
all-terrain vehicles 
on state land. Our 
lovely, dark, deep 
woods are at stake. 

FACING FACTS COMPILED 
BY PAULA ROUTLY 


■62 


That was the 
wind chill 
recorded 
early Monday 
morning atop 
Mount Mansfield, 
according to the National 
Weather Service. 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENOAYSVT.COM 

1. "Fletcher Allen Tops the Charts in Death 
by Dialysis" by Shay Totten. A report 
says renal failure rates at Fletcher Allen's 
inpatient dialysis clinic are three times the 
national average. 

2. "Fair Game: Pay It Forward" by Shay Totten. 
Will Wharf Lane's low-income residents 

be forced out to make way for high-rent 
tenants? 

3. "Thinking Inside the Box" by Sarah Tuff. 

The no-frills approach at Williston^ CrossFit 
gym is not for amateurs. 

4. "Cleansing Me Softly" by Corin Hirsch. 
Going on a cleansing diet doesn't have to 
be torturous — it can even be tasty. 

5. "For Health Care Reform, Dr. Hsiao is the 
Man With the Plan" by Kevin J. Kelley. 
Seven Days profiles the Harvard economist 
who wrote the plan to bring single-payer 
health care to Vermont. 
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■ find your /• style & fit at _ 

dantormsnoes 


In stock items only. 
No special orders. 

Selection Varies By Store, 


Burlington 864-789? I Colchester 863-2653 I Shelburne 985-3483 | St Albans 527-0916 - danformshoesvt. 
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Saturday, March 19 at 8 pm, MalnStage 
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www.flynncenter.org 
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SQUIRREL TALE 

Glad to see squirrel stew is on the menu 
here in Vermont [Bite Club TV: “Squirrel 
Stew" January 12]. When I arrived in 
Burlington in 1983 from the backwoods 
of Arkansas, I brought with me an old 
Ozark recipe for “Six Squirrel Stew." 

I was thrilled with Alice Levitt’s com- 
ment that it reminded her of frog legs. 
That’s always what I thought, but when 
people ask me how they taste, I’d just say 
“chicken,” because not that many folks 
know how frog legs taste. 

When my Ozark neighbor, Ed 
Stedham, died, he left me his squirrel 
dog, Brownie. Brownie was renowned for 
running two squirrels up the same tree 
When I asked Ed why that was important, 
he took me into the woods, let Brownie do 
his stuff, and then proceeded to kill both 
squirrels with a single shot from his old 
22. Ed laughed and said killing 'em two at 
time saved a lot of time and shells. 

Craig Fuller 

BURLINGTON 


FACT OR FICTION? 

Ken Picard's article on dismantling 
Vermont Yankee lacks journalistic in- 
tegrity [“Report Asks Entergy to Update 
Price Tag on Dismantling Reactor,” 
January 12]. His suggestion that the 
Yankee decommissioning fund is not fis- 
cally sound is based upon conversations 


Arnie Gundersen had with a “high-level 
trust banker from a ‘well-respected 
financial institution'” who “asked to 
remain anonymous.” In a court of law 
this would be called hearsay evidence — 
and thus not allowed. Bush 43 told the 
American people he had information 
uranium was being shipped from Niger 
to Iraq. The information was fiction, but 
the war that followed certainly was not. 
Ken details Gundersen’s ability to pre- 
dict events at Yankee. When Yankee 
uprated power output, Gundersen 
warned radiation levels would increase 
“exponentially” at the facility’s fence 
line. No numbers are presented to detail 
whether this occurred (it did not), 
but Ken presents Amie's forecast as 
“prescient.” 

Picard also details as prescient 
Gundersen’s prediction that the extra 
stress of a 20 percent increase in power 
output could cause a cooling tower to 
collapse. A cooling tower did collapse, 
but it was due to a rotted timber support, 
not to the power increase. A golden rule 
in science is “correlation does not equal 
causation.” The support has since been 
repaired and reinforced. 

Seven Days does not think highly of 
Yankee, but making statements that 
cannot be verified, are unreasonable, or 
are not supported by scientific fact is 
unacceptable. Remember the words of 
Aldous Huxley: ‘Tacts do not cease to 
exist because they are ignored.” A grade 


TIM NEWCOMB 






of F is justified for lack of journalistic 
integrity. 

Gerry Silverstein 

S. BURLINGTON 


ON THE LEASE LOOKOUT? 

It would be interesting to find out who 
dropped the ball on the Wharf Lane and 
Bobbin Mill properties [“Fair Game,” 
January 19]. It has been known for 30 
years that the leases on these proper- 
ties are finite. Why didn't someone start 
the process of dealing with both issues 
many years ago? There comes a time 
when planning for the future and being 
proactive instead of getting headlines 
about how “affordable housing” is your 
mission, gathering accolades from vari- 
ous national groups should be the rule 
of thumb. 

I am sure that the people in charge of 
VHFA, Burlington Housing Authority 
and Champlain Land Trust can afford 
to live here, but a lot of us are paying 
an exceedingly high percentage of 
our incomes to live within 30 miles of 
where we work. It is long past time for 
a change in the leadership of many of 
Burlington’s nonprofits from those who 
have been feeding their egos to people 
who have vested interests in providing 
and maintaining long-term, truly afford- 
able housing. 

Christopher Hill 

BURLINGTON 


MY GENERATION 

I love that Seven Days often talks about 
our generation needing to stick around 
and call Vermont home [“Young and 
Restless,” January 12]. I came to school 
here nine and a half years ago, left briefly 
to start my career where I could make 
a livable salary, but returned shortly 
after realizing that this state is unlike 
any other: the beaut)' the lack of bill- 
boards, the snowboarding, the proxim- 
ity to Montreal, Boston, the ocean, the 
mountains, amazing local food, and 
people with a love for life and what truly 


CORRECTION: 

Last week's article, “Fletcher 
Allen Tops the Charts in Death by 
Dialysis,” incorrectly attributed the 
percentages cited from the Northern 
New England Cardiovascular 
Disease Study Group study to renal 
deaths instead of renal failure. The 
rate of postoperative renal failure 
for coronary artery bypass surgery 
patients at FA was 6.3 percent; the 
regional average is 3.8 percent. 


encompasses living unlike I've seen any- 
where else. 

However, the one thing you don’t hear 
about is the cost of living compared to 
the size of our salaries. I grew up about 
30 miles outside of Boston and watched 
many of my friends return to that area, 
and they were able to make a livable 
salary just out of college. With my first 
"real job” in Vermont, I barely had health 
insurance, had to have my mother pay my 
student loans and struggled to pay any 
other bills. I had a great experience, but 
ended up leaving for a retail job with a 
$10K pay increase. The cost of living here 
is die same as in many other urban areas, 
yet our salaries are often between 25 and 
50 percent less. Are the companies in ca- 
hoots? Is the cost of doing business here 
really that much higher? What’s the deal? 

Why on Earth would anyone decide 
to leave other than that? 

Emily Roleau 

ESSEX JUNCTION 


A COMING APOCALYPSE? 

In “At the Movies with Kisonak and 
Harrison 2010” [December 29], Kisonak 
argues, “The problem isn’t that people 
aren’t making good movies but that 
people aren’t going to see them. Guess 
where that's going to lead,” suggesting 
that lessened interest in film will result 
in “civilization’s impending downfall.” 
He fails to mention statistics to back his 
claim and, based on numbers ostensibly 
too obvious to print, makes the assump- 
tion that diminished revenue at the box 
office must correlate to an ecumenically 
diminished interest in film. 

Movie theater attendance in 2010 
experienced a less than 1 percent de- 
crease from its steady trend of between 
1.2 and 1.4 billion admissions annually, 
according to the National Association of 
Theatre Owners. This insignificant de- 
crease does not posit that people simply 
don’t care about movies as much as they 
used to, but that a trip to the theater, 
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Spring! Gardening 
Seminars 2011 


at Gardener’s Supply in Burlington 


February 5, 2011 • 9:00-ll:00am 

Seed Starting 101 

February 12, 2011 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Grow Up! Vegetable Gardening 
in Small Spaces 

February 19, 2011 • 9:30-1 1:00am 

Soil 101: The Building Blocks 
of Any Garden 

February 26, 2011 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Composting 101 

March 12, 2011 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Right Plant, Right Spot! 

March 12, 2011 • ll:30am-l:00pm 

Maintenance Strategies for a 
Winning Garden Presentation 

March 19, 2011 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Organic: What it Truly Means 
ana How To Do It 

March 26, 2011 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Rain Gardens: Create an 
Outdoor Oasis 

April 2, 2011 


| Ricky Nelson Remembered 


Shawn Colvin 


Matthew & Gunnar Nelson 


9:30-1 1:00am 

Edible Landscaping with the 
Big Three Berries 
April 9, 2011 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Building Raised Beds 

April 16, 2011 • 9:30-1 1:00am 

Prepping Beds for Seedlings 

April 23, 2011 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Designing with Stone, 
Statuary and Water 


James Sewell Ballet 


Stanley Jordan Trio 


We make registration quick and easy. 

Just give us a call at our Burlington store and talk with a member of c 
customer service team, 802-660-3505 ext 4, sign up now in-store, or 
on line at www.GardenersSupplyStore.com and click on the semin. 
All seminars are $10.00 per person. 


M-Pact. - Signed, Sealed & Delivered 
The Music of Motown, Dowop & more^p 


Vincent - starring Jim Jarret 


GARDENERS 

SUPPLY COMPANY Vr 


128 Intervale Rd., off Riverside Ave., Burlington 
(802) 660-3505 • Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 10am-5pm 


Spruce Peak 


PERFORMING 

Arts Center 


122 Hourglass Dr. I Stowe, Vermont 

Box Office it: 802-760-4634 


Tickets Available at 
SprucePeakArts.org 


S ' yOicky Nelson 
C ^remembered 

^ * A 


Nelson Brothers 


1/29 2:00 & 8:00pm 


1/27 8:0QP m 


1/30 7:00P"> 


2/11,2/12 8:00 I’m 


Grand Opening Season Sponsor C H A RT I S 
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Hi-tech, Interactive Flirting on 

THE BIG SCREEN 

Live 80s Music by 

HOT NEON MAGIC 


it HIGHER GROUND 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 

$5 • 21* 7:30 P.M.‘TIL...goa f 


Late-Night Dance Party by 

TOP HAT ENTERTAINMENT 

Don’t Miss all the Great 

PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS 


Pre-register at sevendaysvt.com 
FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A S250 
GIFT CERTIFICATE FROM SMALL DOG! 
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LOOKING FORWARD 


FRIDAY 28 ✓'TN 

Casing the Joint 

She's probably the most 
famous Northeast Kingdom 
resident, but Grammy-nominated chan- 
teuse Neko Case generally keeps a low 
profile. Not this Friday. She's organized — 
and will take the stage at — Storytelling? 
An Evening of Performances, Poetry and 
Puppetry, a benefit for Catamount Arts. 
Look for "Jabberwocky," a shadow-puppet 
act by One Degree Off, as well as readings 
from Chicago's Tony Fitzpatrick and alt- 
country tunes by Freakwater. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 47 


MUST SEE, MUST DO THIS WEEK 

COMPILED BY CAROLYN FOX 


SATURDAY 29 

Paint the Town 


If winters gray palette is getting 
you down, how 'bout a trip to 
the verdant countryside of the 
Emerald Isle? With tradi- 
tional bagpiping by Timothy . 
Cummings (pictured), 
thundering steps by the J ^ 
McFadden Academy of 
Irish Dance. Celtic- 
folk refrains by 
O’hAnleigh , ' Jflj 


SATURDAY 29-SUNDAY 

( 5 ) 

Mad Dash 

The time for "dashing through the snow" 
has passed — or has It? Don't worry; 
Christmas music isn't making a comeback, 
but the annual Burke Mountain Sled Dog 
Dash is. Roughly 100 sled dog teams go 
the distance during two days of snowy 
races, and even onlookers can take a spin. 
SEE CALENDAR SPOTLIGHT ON PAGE 48 & 49 


and pub songs by Longford Row, Town Hall 
Theaters third annual Celtic Festival supplies 
that missing splash of color. 


SUNDAY 30 /'7'\ 

Natural Attraction LQJ 

Blame it on frosty temps and 
never-ending flurries; Folks 
either love or loathe Mother Nature this 
time of year. Whichever camp you're in. 
you'll appreciate her a little more after 
Stowe Free Library's Book Publication 
Celebration for Wildbranch: An Anthology 
of Nature, Environmental and Place-Based 
Writing. Seven contributing writers, 
including Sterling College's Wildbranch 
Writing Workshop director David Brown, 
give voice to environmental lit, poetry and 


ONGOING 

Be Still My Heart 

These days, short shutter speeds can 
capture even the most fleeting 
of moments. But Vermont 
J Photo Space Gallery focuses A 

. I on photographic subjects 1 

I A\ that arent going anywhere 

In "The Arrangement." On 
■ y r ’ display through February 

* « 4, these still lifes snapped 

by artists all over the globe 

' — explore the power of ma- 

nipulated line and form. 


WEDNESDAY 26-SUNDAY 
30, WEDNESDAY 2 

Do the Twist 


An orphan. Pickpockets. Victorian-era 
London. OliverTwist needs no further 
introduction, but Vermont Stage Company 
has added new depth and gritty realism 
to Dickens' dark second novel by commis- 
sioning original music — from scene- 
enhancing soundscapes to songs — from 
Burlington’s David Symons. Have a listen, 
now through February 13. 


^^^^SUNDAY30 

Barre None 

Thanks to Black Swan, ballet is, like, all the rage 
— and we're guessing it’ll be enhanced around 
these parts after Minnesota's James Sewell 
XV Ballet pays Stowe a visit. The dynamic 

HA c troupe, headed up by "one of American 
ballets most innovative choreogra- 
y - 0 phers," according to the New York 
Times, presents Chopin Studies, 
an East-meets-West 
'% fusion in the premiere 
of Game/an solos 
by James Sewell 
” :i':: o-cerpts 

'■ - . iromMjdein 


everything else. 
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FAIR GAME open season on VERMONT politics by shay totten 


stock up on 
the cute stuff 


during our end-of-season sale 

January 31 to February 5 


50 

to 

70 % 

on all fall 
and winter 
clothing 


isakean 10 

206 College Street, Burlington 
Open daily loam-6pm 


Jaby & kids clothing books toys gifts 





Tarred and Transparent 


G et ready to rumble! Or some- 
thing like that. The long- 
awaited public meeting on 
Burlington Telecom is sched- 
uled for Thursday night at Burlington 
City Hall Auditorium. Starting at 6:30 
p.m. sharp, residents can ask questions, 
sound off or both — as long as they 
can keep it to three minutes or less. 
Folks who want to forgo the show can 
submit questions online ahead of time. 
Organizers say they'll answer ’em. 

I expect a mix of spleen venting, 
finger pointing and loaded questions. 
Almost two months have passed since 
city officials told state regulators they 
had ditched their former financier — 
CitiCapital — and were in active talks 
with outside, unnamed financial and 
strategic partners in an effort to keep BT 
alive. No deal has emerged, and, for some 
reason, taxpayers are anxious that the 
municipal telecom utility might never 
repay the $17 million it “borrowed” from 
the city’s checkbook. 

CitiCapital has yet to tell the city 
what equipment it wants back and 
what repossession would look like. The 
city reneged on a $33.5 million lease- 
purchase arrangement late last fall. It 
remains to be seen whether CitiCapital 
will ask for cash back with the cables. 

Sure to come up Thursday night: 
How, and when, will BT repay the $17 
million it borrowed from city taxpayers? 
That IOU looms large, especially in light 
of a recent tax-increase request in antici- 
pation of a $1.5 million shortfall in next 
year’s budget. 

Meanwhile, the amount BT owes 
outside contractors and consultants had 
reached $625,000 as of late December. 
That figure doesn’t include the costs of 
defending Chief Administrative Officer 
Jonathan Leopold and the city against 
a state civil suit filed by two city tax- 
payers. The suing duo wants BT to be 
sold off and the $17 million paid back 
immediately; they also want Leopold 
to be held personally responsible for 
repayment if BT doesn’t generate that 
kind of cash. 

“Fair Game” has asked the city to tally 
up those legal costs, which are allegedly 
being paid by the city’s insurance com- 
pany. Nothing yet. 

Soft-spoken Mayor bob kiss will rebut 
a recently state-issued report critical 
of BT and, once again, try to convince 
taxpayers they should retain an interest 
in BT because the telecom is a valuable 


community asset and essential for local 
business development. 

Kiss may have company in making 
this argument to taxpayers. City coun- 
cilors now seem to be in agreement that 
keeping a minority stake in BT is the only 
way to ensure the $17 million is repaid. 

“Having some minority stake or 
partnership and having a local tie is 
extremely important,” said City Council 
President bill keogh (D-Ward 5). 

Councilor kurt wright (R-Ward 4) is 
singing the same tune. Wright, who will 
likely run for mayor next year, says he 
understands why some residents want 
the city to shut BT down and cut the 
city’s losses. But that might not be in the 
city’s best financial interest 



WE HAVE LITTLE 
TO NOG WE 
OF RECOVERING 
THE MONEY. 

BURLINGTON CITY COUNCILOR 
KURT WRIGHT 


“Let’s face it: Nothing is going to be 
a panacea,” said Wright. “The shutting 
down of Burlington Telecom means we 
have little to no chance of recovering the 
money.” 

No Threat — Yet 

Did a comment published in the Ethan 
Allen Institute newsletter amount to a 
threat against Vermont Public Interest 
Research Group staffer james moore? At 
least two news outlets covered this odd 
little story last week. 

In EAI’s January newsletter, the 
founder of the “free market” think tank, 
john mcclaughry. wrote about a December 
debate in which Moore “emphatically 
declared that the Vermont Yankee 
nuclear plant 'hasn’t killed anyone YET.”' 
To which an unnamed observer com- 
mented to McClaughry, ‘“I am thinking 
of James Moore as a candidate.’” 

Classy. 


“Lighten up, fellas” McClaughry 
told the folks at VPIRG via the Barre- 
Montpelier Times Argus. “Talk it over 
with your shrink, is what I say.” 

At least one other debate participant 
claims she heard Moore utter the state- 
ment, too. Meredith angwin, who heads 
up EAI’s Energy Education Project 

Trouble is, Moore never used those 
words. A review of the debate video 
revealed it was Moore’s debate part- 
ner — Sen. RICHARD -DICK" MCCORMACK 

(D-Windsor) — who made the VY death 
connection. 

McCormack said somebody would 
likely have to die before Entergy would 
admit VY shouldn’t be relicensed. 

To which Moore added, “Or worse.” 

To which Angwin responded, “That’s 
extreme.” 

Even confronted with McCormack’s 
quotes, Angwin repeatedly said she 
recalled Moore making the “yet” claim, 
but admits she didn’t review the video. 
McClaughry told "Fair Game” he never 
watched the video before putting the 
threat in print. 

“The incident was related to me by a 
person who I believe to be very respon- 
sible, and who followed the recitation 
with what I considered to have been a 
droll remark," McClaughry wrote in an 
email to “Fair Game.” 

There’s nothing droll about death 
threats — not now, not ever. 

On the Record 

State government has kept sloppy track 
of the number of public records requests 
received and how much it’s charged 
for the service. That’s a key finding in 
a recent study released by Secretary of 
Administration jeb Spaulding. 

In all, there were 1941 completed 
public records requests in calendar year 
2010, compared to 1748 in 2009 and 1593 
in 2008. 

Spaulding’s report is the first of 
its kind in more than two years. The 
Douglas administration failed to address 
the issue in similar reports in 2008 or 
2009. 

It took 1217 hours to fulfill the 2010 
requests, or the equivalent of one half- 
time employee, Spaulding noted. 

Of the 22,500 pages requested, an 
additional 460 pages were produced but 
withheld from the public for a variety of 
reasons. 

The single largest public records re- 
quest — 2000 pages — originated at the 
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Department of Public Service. It was 
produced for an employee of Internet 
service provider Sovemet. 

For all this work, the state collected 
$21,000 in fees. Spaulding notes that 
not all departments charge to collect 
and copy records, and those that do use 
different methods of documentation. 

For example, the Department of 
Public Safety took more than 32,000 
minutes to produce 3815 pages at a cost 
of $17,142. Meanwhile, the Department 
of Public Service took 1155 minutes to 
produce 6000 pages at a cost of $341. 

Now, that's efficient. 

A number of agencies and depart- 
ments failed to report any records re- 
quests, including the secretary of state 
and the state auditor — the former is in 
charge of overseeing public records in 
Vermont; the latter mea- 
sures the performance of 
state agencies. 

State Auditor Tom 
Salmon's missing data are 
particularly odd. He recently com- 
plained to a judge via email that his 
office had been the target of politically 
motivated records requests. 

Pack Your Bags 

On Thursday, eviction notices are going 
out to the 44 residents at Wharf Lane in 
Burlington. They’ll be hand delivered by 
sheriff’s deputies on behalf of the build- 
ing’s landlord — Pizzagalli Properties. 

As “Fair Game” noted last week, 
Burlington Housing Authority and the 
Vermont Housing Finance Agency hope 
to buy the building for less than its pur- 
ported market value of $4.8 million and 
more than its city-appraised value of 
$1.6 million. 

Pizzagalli is playing tough and won't 
budge on the upper figure. Money must 
be tight over at Pizzagalli Construction, 
which did $373 million in sales last year, 
making it the state’s seventh-largest- 
grossing company, according to Vermont 
Business Magazine. 

BHA and area housing advocates 
will meet with Wharf Lane residents 
Thursday to talk through the reloca- 
tion process. BHA said it is committed 
to finding new homes for the tenants if 
the talks fall through and making sure 
no one is forcibly removed. A sale could 
still happen. “I remain hopeful,” said 
BHA executive director paul dettman. 


posts in the upcoming Congress. 

Welch’s leadership role is due to two 
key factors, notes University of Vermont 
political science professor garrison 
nelson: Welch is a member of the 
Progressive Caucus, which is the larg- 
est bloc in the party, and he’s a proven 
leader. 

“He was a legislative leader in 
Vermont and, historically, people who 
come to the Congress, and particularly 
to the House, and have prior leadership, 
are more likely to be considered for 
these types of posts because they know 
what the job entails.” 

Middlebury Memories 
The official papers of outgoing Gov. jim 
douglas won’t be released for six years, 
but his personal memorabilia is going 
to his alma mater, Middlebury 
College. 

“When I left office early 
this year, I had accumulated 
many memorabilia along 
with a great deal of campaign mate- 
rial,” Douglas wrote in a message 
published in the Middlebury Campus, 
the college's weekly newspaper. “The 
last Middlebury alumnus to serve as 
governor was Robert t. Stafford ’35, who 
left office 50 years ago. I hope that the 
perspective of a half-century between 
Middlebury governors will be of some 
interest.” 

Stafford later served in the U.S. 
House and Senate, Douglas noted. 
Could the younger Midd Kid be headed 
in the same direction? 

Media Notes 

Longtime Barre-Montpelier Times 
Argus editor Andrew nemethy has been 
axed. He was invited to apply for a 
lower-paying job at the Vermont Press 
Bureau but declined. 

The bureau, which covers the legis- 
lature for the Times Argus and its sister 
publication the Rutland Herald, remains 
short staffed after two reporters left last 
year for greener pastures. Only peter 
hirschfeld remains, thatcher moats, son 
of the Herald's editorial-page editor 
david moats, has been pitching in. He 
currently covers Montpelier City Hall 
for the Times Argus. © 




Welch the Whip 

Washington Dems have taken notice of 
U.S. Rep. peter Welch’s legislative chops 
and collegial charm. 

Minority Whip steny hoyer (D-MD) 
named Welch one of nine “chief deputy 
whips" who will serve in key leadership 
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local matters 


Is Vermont’s Bottle Bill Ready for Recycling? 


T he 2011 legislative session 
only just started, and already 
lawmakers are talking trash 
— not about each other, but 
about Vermont’s solid-waste stream 
and what can be done to reduce it. 
Environmentalists and representatives 
of the beverage and bottling industries 
claim they share the same goal: 
increasing statewide recycling. But 
they’re at odds over whether, in pursuit 
of that objective, the legislature should 
repeal Vermont’s 39-year-old beverage- 
deposit law, aka the “bottle bill." 

Two bills in the pipeline would expand 
the scope of the current redemption 
system to include other beverages, such 
as wine, juice and bottled water. Sister 
bills introduced last week, S.21 and H.74, 
would also require manufacturers and 
distributors to remit their unclaimed 
deposits to a “clean environment jobs 
fund” to support recycling and waste- 
management programs. 

Different legislation proposed last 
session would repeal and replace the 
bottle bill to create a new, “single- 
stream” recycling program throughout 
the state. H.696 — a newer version is in 
the works — would hold manufacturers 
accountable for the cost of recycling 
their products when they reach the 
end of their useful life, much the way 
Vermont’s electronic-waste law will do 
when it takes effect later this year. 

Charity Carbine-March is an 
environmental health advocate for 
the Vermont Public Interest Research 
Group. VPIRG strongly opposes the 
repeal of Vermont's bottle bill, which 
she calls “the oldest and most successful 
recycling program” in the state’s history. 

“No curbside or drop-off program 
has ever effectively captured beverage 
containers because so many of them are 
used at work, at school and on the road,” 
she argues. “That’s the benefit of the 
deposit. It creates a financial incentive 
to return those containers, even when 
they’re found outside residential spaces.” 

According to Carbine-March, about 
40 percent of the glass that comes into 
single-stream recycling programs, such 
as curbside-collection cans, actually gets 
landfilled. Another 20 percent is “down- 
cycled,” or put to use as something 
that won’t be recycled again, such as 
construction aggregate or landfill cover. 

In contrast, 98 percent of the glass 
collected by bottle-deposit programs 
gets remade into bottles or other high- 
end uses, she notes. 



toxic and more reusable and recyclable 
products. 

Representatives of the beverage 
and bottling industries say such an 
approach is good for business and the 
environment. 

Andrew MacLean, a lobbyist for the 
Beverage Association of Vermont, also 
acknowledges that his clients have a 
financial interest in replacing the bottle- 
deposit system, which imposes a 3.5- to 
4-cent handling fee on every container, 
in addition to the 5- to 15-cent deposit 
paid by consumers. 

“The bottle bill in Vermont is killing 
these guys,” he says. “It's the most 
expensive bottle bill in the country." 

“These guys” includes the state of 
Vermont. Because the state runs its own 
liquor stores, it loses between $180,000 
and $200,000 a year on the cost of 
recycling used liquor bottles, according 
to Mike Hogan, commissioner of the 
Department of Liquor Control. 

Vermont’s bottle bill was initially 
adopted in the 1970s as a litter-control 
campaign. It still serves that function, 
but environmentalists say it’s now much 
more complicated than that. 

Last week, Carbine-March was in the 
Statehouse introducing lawmakers to 
Michael Smaha, the government-affairs 
manager for Owens-Illinois, the world's 
largest glass-container manufacturer. 
O-I provides bottles to four Vermont 
beverage companies: Green Mountain 
Beverage, Long Trail Brewing, Magic 
Hat Brewing and Otter Creek Brewing. 

“When we heard rumblings about 
efforts to repeal the container-deposit law, 
that was a big concern of ours,” Smaha 
explains. “Owens-Illinois is very much 
reliant on bottle-bill states to provide us 
with clean, uncontaminated glass.” 

According to Smaha, 80 percent of 
the glass his company reclaims and uses 
to make new containers comes from the 
10 states, including Vermont, that have 
bottle bills. Although O-I also accepts 
glass from curbside-recycling programs, 
he says it’s more likely to be broken or 
contaminated with paper, metal or food, 
making it unusable. 

Repealing the bottle bill wouldn’t 
only harm the local environment, Smaha 
adds. Manufacturing bottles out of raw 
materials versus recycled glass costs 
more, increases energy consumption 
and boosts the carbon output of the 
entire process. Currently, O-I’s average 
recycled content is 36 percent, which is 
actually lower than the company’s goal 


Much of the pressure to repeal bottle 
bills is coming from the beverage and 
bottling industries, which bear most 
of the cost associated with bottle- 
redemption programs. 

Clare Buckley, a lobbyist who 
represents the Vermont Wholesale 
Beverage Association, calls the bottle 
bill “a dinosaur.” She says it’s costly and 
inefficient, has a large carbon footprint, 
and focuses on just a small fraction of 
the entire waste stream. 

“Why do we have one system for 
a mayonnaise jar and another for a 


would put the financial burden for 
recycling on the manufacturers of 
packaging and printed material, not just 
of beverage containers. Vermont has 
endorsed EPR requirements for other 
types of waste, such as electronics that 
contain mercury. 

Here’s how EPR works: 
Manufacturers pay a fee that's based on 
the volume of their product packaging, 
as well as how easily it can be recycled. 
That fee goes into a pool that's used to 
cover the cost of reclaiming and reusing 
or disposing of the product. 


Coke can? It just doesn't make sense 
to single out one product and spend so 
much money on it,” says Buckley, who 
represents nearly all the beer and wine 
distributors in the state. “People have an 
emotional connection to the bottle bill, 
and it's hard to get them to look at this 
from a rational perspective.” 

The Beverage Association of 
Vermont, which represents regional 
soft-drink bottlers of Coca-Cola, Pepsi, 
Snapple and Polar Beverages, was the 
chief backer of H.696, a 2010 bill that 
would have replaced the bottle bill with 
an “expanded producer responsibility," 
or EPR, program. The EPR approach, 
sometimes called “product stewardship,” 


Around the world, EPR mandates 
take a variety of forms, depending 
upon the products and materials being 
recovered. Some industries are required 
to take back their entire product from 
consumers once it reaches the end of 
its useful life. Other industries delegate 
that duty to a third party, known as a 
producer-responsibility organization, 
which is funded by the industry itself. 

The advantages of EPR or product- 
stewardship programs are obvious: 
When manufacturers are forced to 
think about the entire life cycle of their 
products, and foot the bill for their 
disposal, it spurs innovation, reduces 
packaging and promotes cheaper, less 
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of 60 percent Why doesn’t O-I use more 
more recycled glass? Lack of high-quality, 
available recycled bottles, he says. 

Several states, including Maine and 
California, are considering legislation 
this year to repeal their bottle bills — 
as Delaware did last year. But Smaha 
says that at least three other states 
— Oklahoma, Texas and Florida — are 
mulling new container-deposit laws. 

“Vermont was the original bottle-bill 
state, so I could see industry attempts 
to repeal that law here being especially 
attractive,” he adds. “We see this being a 
bellwether state.” 

Buckley’s Vermont Wholesale 
Beverage Association hasn't endorsed 
specific legislation to repeal the bottle 
bill yet, but it doesn’t support its 
expansion, either. 

Where do Vermont’s waste handlers 
and solid-waste districts fall on efforts 
to tinker with the nearly 40-year-old 
law? 

“We’re agnostic on the issue," says 
Joe Fusco, vice president of Casella 


“We see the bottle bill as a good 
thing right now in terms of helping 
us achieve higher rates of recycling," 
Holliday says, “but we also know there 
are inefficiencies in that system,” and 
it’s not addressing the bulk of what’s 
ending up in the waste stream. 

Representative Tony Klein (D-East 
Montpelier), who chairs the House 
Committee on Natural Resources and 
Energy, says it’s time Vermont adopted 
a more holistic approach to managing 
its solid waste. But doing so will require 
abandoning the idea that the bottle bill 
is a sacred cow. 

“I don't know whether I'm getting 
incensed, irritated or humored by the 
fact that any mention of changing what 
we have right now immediately goes 
to, ‘You're attacking the bottle bill,”’ 
Klein says. “Nothing could be further 
from the truth.” 

Klein, who sponsored last year’s 
H.696 — an updated version of which 
is currently being drafted by members 
of his committee — says the ultimate 


WHY DO WE HAVE ONE SYSTEM FOR A MAYONNAISE JAR 
AND ANOTHER FOR A COKE CAN? 
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CLARE BUCKLEY, VERMONT WHOLESALE BEVERAGE 
ASSOCIATION 


Waste Management, the state’s largest 
trash hauler. “The real question is, how 
do you keep materials in the resource 
stream? The goal is always the same: 
Keep it from becoming litter.” 

Jennifer Holliday, who handles 
legislative matters for the Chittenden 
Solid Waste District, is also open to 
considering new approaches. She points 
out that Vermont’s overall recycling rate 
has remained stagnant in recent years, 
hovering at about 32 percent — well 
below the state’s goal of 60 percent or 

There’s no single explanation for 
why the rate has not climbed higher, 
Holliday says; rather, it’s a combination 
of factors. Among them: inadequate 
recycling infrastructure in many parts 
of the state, the public’s unwillingness to 
recycle if it’s costly or time-consuming, 
and the inability of consumers to control 
how much packaging is produced 
“upstream” by manufacturers. 


goal of any legislation debated this year 
must be to boost the state’s recycling 
rate. Whether the bottle bill stays in 
place or gets tossed must be part of that 
conversation. 

But Klein also admits he's not sure 
if it’s “worth the political capital” 
necessary to abandon such a popular 
program. He says he’d be “delighted" to 
end the session with a commitment to 
enact 100 percent mandatory recycling 
statewide within five years. 

For her part, VPIRG’s Carbine- 
March says Vermont’s environmental 
community would welcome the 
opportunity to have a larger discussion 
about EPR and boosting recycling 
rates, provided it doesn’t automatically 
presuppose the bottle bill's demise. 

“This is not an either-or option: 
Either you have the bottle bill or you 
have curbside recycling," she says. 
"There’s no silver bullet that's going to 
get you where you want to go.” © 
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local matters 

Magic Hat Produces Its 
Own Energy — With Beer 

BY LAUREN OBER 


F or Eric Fitch, beer isn't just 
about drinking; it’s about energy. 
Specifically, the energy that can 
be produced from a brewery’s 
spent grain and yeast Harnessing that 
power had eluded renewable energy 
experts until Fitch, founder and CEO of 
Massaschusetts-based PurposeEnergy, 
Inc., figured it out 

Since July, Magic Hat Brewing 
Company in South Burlington has hosted 
Fitch's technological innovation, the 
nation’s first digester for byproducts 
of beer fermentation. PurposeEnergy's 
patented anaerobic digester takes the 
leftover grain that would otherwise 
be discarded and breaks it down into 
methane. That methane can be used to 
power the brewery’s boiler and other 
systems that run on natural gas. 

For years, farms have used agricultural 
digesters to create energy from waste. 
Fitch, an MIT-trained engineer who has 
experience with numerous startups, figured 
the process would work for beer waste, too. 

But when he went looking for the 
appropriate digester, Fitch found it didn’t 
exist. So, with the help of a scientist in 
Florida, he created his own at a nearby 
Yuengling brewery. 

Ultimately, though, Fitch needed a 
larger facility' closer to home, where he 
could demonstrate the scalability of his 
technology. He chose Magic Hat because 
it’s the right size — the brewery produces 
154,236 barrels, or 4.8 million gallons, 
per year. By the end of 2011, Fitch hopes 
to start shopping the technology around 
to larger brands such as Coors and 
Anheuser-Busch. 

Every day, Magic Hat generates 42,000 
pounds of spent grain — and 30,000 gallons 
of wastewater — that need to be disposed 
of. The solids can be used as feed for farm 
animals, but more often they are picked up 
by a waste hauler at great expense to the 
company. The cost of managing beer waste 
can rival a brewery’s energy expenditures. 

Fitch reasoned that, if spent grain 
could be used to make methane, which the 
brewery could buy back, it would save the 
company money and ease the strain on the 
local wastewater system. That’s how he 
sold the idea to Magic Hat 

The pitch was convincing, recalls Steve 
Hill, spokesman for North American 
Breweries, the Rochester, N.Y. -based 
company that bought Magic Hat in 2010. 
“Our initial thought was that it would save 
us a boatload of money" Hill says. 

In 2010, Magic Hat’s estimated 
wastewater bill was $200,000. Hill figured 
that an investment in Fitch's tech would 
pay off if it saved the company that sum 
and some of its energy costs. 



PurposeEnergy worked with Magic 
Hat to install a digester with a 460,000- 
gallon capacity, as well as a 1600-square- 
foot plant and pumphouse, which Fitch's 
company is leasing for the project. The 
brewery pays PurposeEnergy to process 
the used grain, which is turned into energy 
— enough to light nearly 1000 homes — and 
sold to Green Mountain Power. Then GMP 
sells the electricity back to Magic Hat 

During the six months the digester 
was operational — it has been offline since 
December for upgrades — the benefits 
to the brewery were clear, Fitch says. 
Magic Hat didn't have to worry about its 
wastewater, sewage costs went down, and 
the gas it was consuming was renewable. 

PurposeEnergy's project is funded 
in large part by equity investors. The 
company has also received renewable- 
energy stimulus money through a treasury 
department grant, as well as an $850,000 
loan from the Vermont Clean Energy 
Development Fund — the largest ever 
granted, according to Andrew Perchlik, 
the fund's director. 

Fund administrators viewed the beer- 
waste digester project in the context of 
local economic development. They also 
liked the project because it enhanced 
Vermont's status as a national leader in 
digesting technology, Perchlik says. 

Magic Hat’s leadership, too, sees 
beyond the financial gain. 

‘This anaerobic digester is the first of 
its kind, and it’s cool to be a part of some- 
thing that is still experimental," Hill says. 
“This is our first really big green initiative. 
And being green, it's like a necessity at this 
point.” © 
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from a financial perspective, might 
just be less enticing. The average price 
of a non-matinee ticket is about $10, 
and when a $4 drink and $6 popcorn 
are factored in, an average trip to the 
movies for a family, of four costs about 
$80. For a poorer family, this could be a 
sizable portion of their weekly income. 

In this economy, if anything signifies 
a collapse in society', it may be the very 
fact that we continue to frequent the 
movies — the most expensive way to 
watch a film. A thrifty attitude can go a 
long way. 

Matthew Didisheim 

BURLINGTON 


HISTORY AND HERODOTUS 

As a historian by training, if not occupa- 
tion, I should be pleased at the efforts 
to unearth the truth behind the tale of 
The Long Walk as described by Margot 
Harrison [“Movie Review,” January 
19], After all, no less an authority than 
Herodotus reportedly noted, “Very few 
things happen at the right time, and the 
rest do not happen at all. The conscien- 
tious historian will correct these de- 
fects." What happens, however, when 
the last myth is debunked and the last 
heroic figure is revealed with feet of 
clay? Though one tiny comer of the 
hugely capacious warehouse of human 
knowledge may be more orderly, has 
anything actually been gained in the 
transaction? Well, that awaits the judg- 
ment of future historians. During his 
tenure as editor of the Shinbone Star, 
Dutton Peabody — admittedly a lesser 
light than Herodotus, though mythic in 
his own way — remarked, “When the 
legend becomes fact, print the legend.” 

Mark Horowitz 
MONTPELIER 


NOTEWORTHY 

I was psyched to see an article describ- 
ing some of Vermont’s potentially lesser- 
known but independently owned book- 
shops [“Browsing Grounds,” December 
22]. However, I was disappointed that the 
Crow Bookshop and Speaking Volumes, 
both located in the vicinity of the Seven 
Days newspaper office, were not even 
mentioned. Although it’s awesome that 
Seven Days is read throughout the state, 
the majority of its readers are likely 
still Burlington-area residents, many 
of whom may not even know about the 
awesome bookshops we have right here 
in town. Perhaps there is some specific 
reason the authors ignored these local 
gems, but I thought they might have at 
least been briefly noted if not featured in 
the article. 

Haley Mathis 

HUNTINGTON 
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Vermont Gets Its First-Ever 
State Cartoonist Laureate 


BY PAMELA POLSTON 

H ow does it feel to be the first cartoonist laureate 
of Vermont? ‘It’s amazing. There are very few 
things that ever happen to someone that make 
you feel this good. I just feel great!” 

So says james kochalka, the Burlington-based, interna- 
tionally beloved cartoonist, musician and writer. Even over 
the phone, you can tell he’s beaming about the title recom- 
mended by the center for cartoon studies in White River Junction 
and approved by Gov. peter shumlin. “Cartooning promotes literacy and 
literature, two things we can't have enough of,” the gov pronounced for CCS’ 
press release this week. 

Kochalka's diary-esque “American Elf” runs in this newspaper and ap- 

pears on his website daily — in fact, Tuesday’s installment is titled “Laureate.” 

In it, “Leigh,” his agent, calls to talk about the PR opportunities afforded by 
this new honor. But Kochalka begs off; he’s busy being a dad, making grapefruit-peel 
candy with his boys. Those would be Eli, 7, and Oliver, 3. Along with mom Amy, 



with some of his "kids say the darndest things” moments. As 
well as moments to muse over, sometimes darkly. 

Though some readers don’t get his sensibility, Kochalka's 
“American Elf” is a veritable “Family Circus” for the indie 
set, sans the sap. Since the cartoonist embraced children 
and family life, the naughtiness of previous work has largely 
disappeared. (One exception: the current adult superhero comic 
"SuperF'ckers.”) Of course, 43-year-old Kochalka's fans are aging 
right along with him, raising families of their own. Not to mention buying 
his unending stream of sweet children’s books ( Johnny Boo), listening to his 
music with james kochalka superstar, and watching one of his animations 
_ on Nickelodeon. And then there are the T-shirts. A personal fave? The one 
where the words “God is cute” encircle a supreme being who looks like a 
cross between an Amish elder and a troll doll. 

What particularly pleases Kochalka about being named laureate, he says, is that 
ilways been sort of wildly patriotic about being a Vermonter — I just love 


Spandy and an array of friends, they populate the cartoons, and provide Kochalka being a Vermonter, and it’s always informed my work. All my stories take plac 


In New Stories, a Vermont Author 
Revisits Growing Up Italian 

BY AMY LILLY 


I n the Italian-American world of Lost 
Hearts, a short-story collection by 
Marlboro writer vincent panella, one 
character literally towers over the 
rest: Aunt Gina in “The Orchid Room.” 
“Eat!" she commands the school-aged 
narrator and his cousins at the breakfast 
table as she stands over them wielding 
a wooden spoon. When the youngest, 
Anthony, a “showoff,” pushes his mother 
too far, Aunt Gina beats his head until 
the spoon breaks. 

"Anthony rubs himself where she 
struck and finds blood on his fingers,” 
Panella writes. ‘“You struck oil, Ma,' he 

In a spare, Hemingway-esque style, 
Lost Hearts depicts the lives of lower- 
middle-class Italian families living in 
Queens and Brooklyn: men who work 
seven days a week as bar owners, aban- 
doned but fiercely strong wives, cousins 
with unacknowledged connections to 
the mob. Though pervaded by violence, 
adultery and painful compromises, it’s 
a world Panella knew intimately and 
wants to preserve. 

“This is a book that's very close to me. 
All the stories are intensely felt,” he says, 
adding that he worked on them for 10 
years. 

Panella was bom in 1939 in 
Manhattan and grew up in Queens. His 
grandparents came from Sicily and the 


Naples area in the early 1900s, and both 
grandfathers worked on the railroads. 
All this is recorded in his 1979 memoir 
The Other Side: Growing Up Italian in 
America, published by Doubleday. But 
he admits Lost Hearts draws so intensely 
from those memories that it could be 
called “an exaggerated or invented 
memoir.” 

The stories follow a loose chronol- 
ogy, from “Original Sin,” set in Sicily 
during the land-reform movement of 
the late 1800s, to the closing story, “War 
and Peace,” a touching and undisguised 
glimpse of Panella's elderly mother. 
Many of them are linked through the 
central character of Charlie Marino, a 
writer who, in “Chicken Feet” “fail[s] to 
sell one story, or even to place one in a 
nonpaying literary magazine.” 

It’s a familiar scenario among short- 
story writers — even one who, like 
Panella, attended the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop and has already been pub- 
lished by the likes of Doubleday. (Panella 
also wrote a historical novel, Cutter's 
Island, published in 2000 by Academy 
Chicago and reviewed in Seven Days.) 
“Stories are difficult to sell if you’re not 
a famous author,” he says. 

So, Panella self-published to put 
Lost Hearts into the public’s hands. 
He created his own imprint, Apollo’s 
Bow, and contracted with BookLocker, 



YOU WRITE BECAUSE 
YOU DON'T WANT 
THINGS TO DIE. E 


VINCENT PANELLA 


one of a proliferating number of print- 
on-demand self-publishing companies. 
The whole operation cost about $4000, 
he says, a figure that includes hiring a 
locally based graphic designer to come 
up with the book’s look and mailing 
out review copies. He saved money by 
choosing a cover photo that was already 
in the public domain: a hauntingly empty 
black-and-white of the old Manhattan 
El by Berenice Abbott. Two photos of 


— 


Panella’s young parents, to whom he 
dedicated his book, appear on the first 
and last pages. 

His efforts have already paid off: 
Barnes & Noble is selling copies in 
25 East Coast stores, including South 
Burlington's, Panella says. Lost Hearts 
is also available as a Kindle or Nook 
download. Panella considered reissu- 
ing his memoir as an e-book, too, but 
found when he called Doubleday that 
they would be doing that instead. “The 
publishing industry is really behind the 
times,” Panella declares. “Even though 
that book isn't a big seller, they don't 
want to give up control.” According to 
copyright law, Doubleday owns the book 
“until 70 years after I go to heaven.” 

Though Panella moved to Vermont in 
1976 and taught writing at Vermont Law 
School until he retired six years ago, 
his Italian-American past still looms as 
large as Aunt Gina. “There are certain 
things you grind away at as a writer, that 
you can’t let go,” he says. “You write be- 
cause you don’t want things to die, even 
though they were painful. If you’re a 
writer, you can bring them back.” ® 
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THERE ARE VERY 
FEW THINGS THAI 
EVER HAPPEN TO 
SIMONE THAT 

MAKE YOU FEEL 
THIS GOOD. 

JAMES KOCHALKA 

right here in Burlington." Including 
the kids’ books. Even “SuperF'ckers” 
storylines, he points out, are generated 
in a field behind his house. Bom in 


Springfield, Kochalka was studying art 
at the University of Vermont when his 
meteoric rise began — in those days, he 
gained notoriety as much for stripping 
naked during his punk-rock shows as 
for his emerging comix. 

On March 10, CCS will celebrate 
Kochalka’s appointment with a series 
of events in Burlington, Montpelier, 
Springfield and White River Junction. 
CCS — which is attracting, and training 
a new generation of cartoonists — will 
host an exhibit of Kochalka’s work. 
Look for more details on these pages.® 



SPICE OF LIFE 

It all started with one too many "freezing rehearsals' in a school auditorium, 
says actor ethan bowen. 50. The Rochester-based professional actor, who has 
worked with a number of regional theaters — his turn as Fagin in Vermont 
stage company's production of Oliver Twist begins this Wednesday — saw the 
need for a smaller, heated space for his town's winter productions. Enter spice 
performing arts studio (spas), Bowen's multipurpose venue for classes and 
small theatrical performances, set to open within the next two months. 

The 30-by-30-foot 
South Main Street area 
was once a garage; it has 
now been renovated with 
radiant floor heating. 

Coming next: mirrors 
lining one side of the 
room, warm yellow- 
orange paint curtains 
and moveable theater 
seats. The flexible setup, 
which can accommodate 
40 to 60 people, lends 
itself well to the dance, 
yoga and martial-arts 
classes Bowen says will 
be starting later this 
winter. He also hopes to 
host music, theater productions and a variety of spoken-word performances 
— ranging from serial novel readings to “Piano Stories," a combination of 
classical music and short tales. 

SPAS got a trial run in December with "Music & Massage," a benefit for the 
installation of the hardwood floor. Attendees soaked up tunes by gregryan 
and Stephen kiernan while receiving "minimassages" from local masseuses. 
"Cross-pollination of this kind is what Spice is all about," explains Bowen. 

CAROLYN FOX 



SPICE PERFORMING ARTS STUDIO 

482 South Main Street in Rochester, 767-4903 



Off Center 

lor the dramatic arts 

294 N. Winooski Ave., Burlington, VT 

- Free Parking • 

(more info at www.OffCenlerVT.com) 


february tenth | six o'clock pm 

PechaKucha Night (PKN) is a worldwide phenomenon that began in 2003 in Tokyo. 
It offers the opportunity for a broad range of participants to present their designs, 
projects, thoughts, and ideas at a fun, informal, and fast-paced gathering. Learn 
more about PKN at www.pecha-kucha.org or www.flemingmuseum.org 


.MvmsrSflFLEMING 

i.org | 802-656-0750 / VERMONT mM MUSEUM 


! THIS MONTH: 


Jason lorber Presents 

■ ComedyFix ■ 

Stand-Up Comedy with host Joson Lorber 

Sat., JAN. 29, 8 pm, $8 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 


■Mump: Transmutation ■ 

An experimental ait 
performance installation 

Sat., FEB. 11. 7 pm. $5 


- Collected Stories ■ 

by Donald Margulies 

Directed by Walt levering 

A gripping play of trust and betrayal 

FEB. 1 6-1 Si 23-26, 7:30, $15 









Support a woman making the transition from 
prison back into tbe community. 


The influence of a mentor can profoundly 
affect a woman's ability to be successful as 
she works to rebuild her life. 

If you are a good listener, have an open mind 
and want to be a friend, we invite you to 
contact us to find out more about serving as 
a volunteer mentor. 

Call Pam at (802) 846-7164 
Mentor training begins 
February 2, 2011, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Burlington 

www.mercyconnections.org 


FREE STRAIGHT EDGE SHAVE 

with any men's haircut ■■ 

all through January 


All services performed by instructor-supervised students 

Are your eligible for financial aid? Give us a call! 

1475 Shelburne Road I South Burlington. VT 05403 


STATEO/THEarfe 

Metal Sculptor Kat Clear Granted 
2011 Barbara Smail Award 


BY PAMELA P0LST0N 



T he winner of the ninth annual 
Barbara Smail Award is an artist 
whose normal work could not 
be created in any of Burlington 
city arts’ studios. That’s because kat 
clear welds steel sculptures, usually at 
very large scale. But she is “excited about 
using the print facility over there," says 
Clear. "After receiving the award, I got 
on the phone with [retired art prof] bill 
davison — I studied with him at UVM 
and had a great experience printmaking.” 
In fact. Clear says she’s attracted by what 
printmaking and metal sculpture have in 
common: “They’re both process oriented, 
and that validates the experience for me.” 

The Barbara Smail Award, established 
by family and friends of a beloved Vermont 
painter who died in 2001, is granted each 
year to a “mid-career Vermont-based artist 
who has a desire to expand his or her cre- 
ative experience and has displayed an enthu- 
siastic support of his or her peers,” explains 
a BCA release. It grants a $1000 stipend and 
use of all BCA facilities for a year. The term 
"mid-career” has been broadly interpreted; 
Clear is only 31, while some previous win- 
ners have been in their sixties. 

In any event, Clear certainly has expan- 
sion in mind. The artist, whose metal works 
around Burlington include innovative bike 
racks, a 40-foot quilt-like wall sculpture 
called "Fabric of Life” for the hospital 
and signs for such businesses as Bluebird 
Tavern, Burlington Electric and the Green 
Room, has also attracted attention with her 
"Whoopsie Girls” — lifesize manifestations 
of flirtatious pinups. It was these sculptures 
that led BCA Gallery Committee member 
and painter Sally Linder to comment, “Kat 
works out of the comfort zone of many 
women artists, and yet stays consistent in 
her mission to present the feminine in a 
male-oriented medium.” 

Indeed, Clear has in mind females 
of another sort for her next series of 


sculptures: circus performers. But not 
“freaks" such as the bearded lady; she’s 
thinking of characters like a sword swal- 
lower who also might be “the girl who 
sells the tickets, paints, wears a lot of dif- 
ferent hats,” Clear explains — someone 
whose entire identity is defined by this 
unique subculture. “There’s this really 
rich community within the circus that 
doesn't necessarily translate out into the 
world, except in their performances.” 

And that, Clear believes, is akin to the 
experience of being an artist: “It never 
leaves you, and you can never leave it. 
That’s great, but I crave ‘normalcy’ some- 
times ... and then I get a taste and I just 
run.” She adds with a laugh, “I do plan on 
being an accountant in my next life, just to 
balance things.” 

Meanwhile, she'll be conjuring up ob- 
jects made of heavy metal. The new circus 
works, Clear promises, will be edgier than 
her previous ones. “I use found metal and 
rusty metal to begin with,” she says, “but 
I want to push the work and make it even 

As for that circus theme, Clear ac- 
knowledges it’s been in the air lately — last 
year the shelburne museum presented 
an enormous circus-history exhibit; this 
week the Fleming museum opens three 
shows on the topic. “I’ve been thinking 
about this for more than a year,” Clear 
says, “and now I feel like I’m behind the 

But, chances are, a female sword swal- 
lower or elephant trainer fashioned from 
rusted metal will give us a new take on the 
timeless art ® 
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Dear Seven Days readers. 

Don't you think it's time we took our relationship to the next level? It's been two 
years since you told us about that time you had sex in a Lutheran church during a 
Cub Scout meeting. Ditto the blow job you got while piloting a plane. 

We know you're dying to tell someone about that guy you pegged in your office 
bathroom, and what you really want to do with that bulb of garlic you picked up at the 
farmers market. Why not let it be us? We won't judge you. We will publish your responses, 
though — anonymously, of course — in our biennial Sex Issue on February 23. 

We'd love it if you'd fill out the online version of this form — at sevendaysvt.com. 
But if you must, you can also fill out and mail in this ballot, and feel free to include 
extra paper if needed. Please note you must answer at least half of the questions in 
order for your ballot to count And be honest! Send it to Sex Survey, Seven Days, P.O. 
Box 1164, Burlington, VT 05402. Deadline: Monday, January 31, at 5 p.m. 

XOXO. Seven Days 


O Unsure/other 


Orientation: 

O Hetero 
O Gay/lesbian 
O Bisexual 
O Asexual 
O Unsure/other 

Political affiliation: 

O Democrat 
O Republican 
O Progressive 
O Independent 
O Tea Partier 
O Other 


Occupation: _ 


. c$aue a (Stamp! Fill out the suruey 
online at »SEVEIldaVSVt.(Om. 


a word, I'd describe the experience 


I am most turned on by the following 
body part: 

O Mouth/lips 
O Chest/breasts 
O Genitals 
O Ass 
O Legs 
O Hands 
O Feet 


Relationship status: 

O Single and loving it 
O Single and sad about it 
O Going steady 

O Partnered/married and content 
O Partnered/married and discontent 


re had sex with people. 


0 More than 50 

1 have had sex with 
(check all that apply): 

O Someone 20 or more years 
older than me 

O Someone 20 or more years 
younger than me 
O A sibling 
O A parent 
O My boss 

O The babysitter/nanny I hired to 
watch my kids 

O The babysitter/nanny hired to watch m 
O My teacher 
O An inflatable doll 
O A delivery person 
O A fruit or vegetable 
O An animal 


O At work 
O In a movie theater 
O At the library 
O On a plane 

O While my partner watched 
O While my dog/cat watched 
O While typing with the other hand 
O While talking on the phone with 
someone I know but have no sexual 
feelings for 

In the past year I: 

O Cheated on my significant other 
O Was cheated on by my significant 

O Had sex with someone whose name 
I don't know 
O Had sex with my ex 
O Had sex with a friend's ex 

0 Had sex with someone else's current 
partner/spouse 

1 have had an orgasm: 


If I fake an orgasm. I do it 
(check all that apply): 

O To boost my partner's confidence 
O To get the whole thing over with 
O Because I'm too embarrassed to tell 
my partner he/she doesn't know ho * 1 
to get me off 


◦ Has a full bush 

O Keeps that area trimmed and tidy 
O Gets vajazzled 
O Has a landing strip 
O Stays baby-butt smooth with regular 
Brazilians 

O Works a rotation of various pubic 
stylings 

My main form of birth control is: 

O The pill, or other hormonal treatment 
O IUD 
O Condoms 
O The pull-out method 
O Menopause 
O Vasectomy 

The sex position that reliably gets me 


The most ambitious sex position I've 
tried is 

In the past year I 
(check all that apply): 

O Exposed myself on Chatroulette 
O Sexted someone 

O Had sex with someone I met through 
a website 

O Uploaded a video of myself 
masturbating or having sex to an 
amateur porn site 

0 Found the love of my life through a 
personal site 

1 watch pom: 

O Never 

O Once in a great while 
O Once a month 

O Everyday 
O All day long 


RETURN BY JAN. 31. 2011, TO SEX SURVEY, C/0 SEVEN DAYS, P.O. BOX 1164, BURLINGTON. VT 05402, OR DROP OFF AT 255 S. CHAMPLAIN STREET. 
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I enjoy the following types of porn 
(check all that apply): 

O Interracial 


O Woman on woman 
O BDSM 
O MILF 
O Animated 
O Plus size 
O Hairy 
O Small penis 
O Albino 
O Menstrual 
O Watersports 
O Bareback 
O Bukkake 
O Gang bang 
O Pegging 
O Transsexual 


My favorite thing about porn is 


The worst thing about pom is 


I cannot live without my 
(check all that apply): 

O Vibrator 
O Artificial vagina 

O Nipple clamps 
O Butt plug 


O Herpes 
◦ Chlamydia 
O HPV 
O Gonorrhea 
O Syphilis 
O HIV/AIDS 


O Had sex with more than one person 

O Had sex multiple times in one day 
with different partners 
O Peed on or been peed on 
O Pooped on 
O Had anal s 

O Had sex in a public place 
O Pegged or been pegged 


in pooped or 


idforse 


I perform oral sex: 

O Never 
O Occasionally 
O As often as possible 


;x worker to 


When I perform oral sex on a partner, 
it's usually (check all that apply): 

O Because it turns me on 
O Because I love making my partner feel 

O Because my partner begs me for it 
O To make up for something mean I 
O To butter up my partner so I can g 
something out of him/her 
O Because I can keep my virginity th 


Anal sex is: 

O Kind of fun every once in a while 
O A regular offering on my sexual me 

O Too painful to be an option 
O Great, as long as the person on the 
bottom has just showered/done an 
anal douche 
O The only way I get off 

An open relationship: 

O Sounds great but never works out 
O Only works if you set lots of rules 
O Is cheating in disguise 
O Is the key to happiness 


O Occasionally 
O Only when I'm bored 
O Every time 

If I knew my partner was fantasizing 
about someone else while we’re having 
sex, I would feel 


O Fine, as long as you've discussed it 
with the friend first 
O None of your friend's business 

What is cheating 
(check all that apply)? 

O The moment you start thinking dirty 
thoughts about someone else 
O Texting/g-chatting/emailing dirty 
thoughts to someone else 
O Sending naked or suggestive pictures 
of yourself to someone else 
O Kissing someone else, with tongue 
O When genitals are involved 


happen again, it's b 

O Tell my partner right away 
O Wait a few months to make sure it 
over before spilling the beans 
O Pretend it never happened 

0 It doesn't matter: I'm in an open 
relationship 

1 get my best sex advice from: 

O My best friend 
O My mom/dad 
O My sibling 
O My partner 

O This sex advice columnist: 


I sometimes have fantasies that 
wouldn't be ethical to act on. 

O True 

0 False 

1 believe the ideal relationship is a 
monogamous one. 

O True 
O False 

Having sex in the guest room when 
you're staying with a friend is: 

O Perfectly acceptable 
O Totally rude 

O Fine, if you're quiet and strip the bed 
the next morning 

O Only OK if you invite the friend to join 


Hot or not (check what you think 
is hot)? 

O Blow-up dolls 
O Sex in public 
O Bondage 
O Rape fantasies 

O Fisting 
O Dry humping 

O Dildos that look like celebrities 
O Menstruation 
O Oral rimming 
O Videotaping 
O Amateur porn 
O Pegging 
O Flogging 
O Fuzzy costumes 



Where's the best specific Vermont 
location to find a no-strings-attached 
hookup? 


<$ave a <$tamp! Fill out the survey 
online at »5evendav5ut.[om. 



HACKIE A VERMONT CABBIE'S REAR VIEW BY 


Culinary Dreams 


JERNIGAN PONTIAC 


It ■’mat the Rite Aid on Cherry Street,” 

I the caller explained, “and I need to 

I get back to Johnson State College. 

I This is Elvin, by the way." 

It was a dead January afternoon. Mired 
in the postholiday cabbie doldrums, I liked 
the sound of this out-of-town run. I recog- 
nized the voice before he gave his name, 
as I’d been driving the young man every 
couple of weeks over the last six months. 
Elvin was a wide-eyed freshman — a little 
bit lost in Vermont, it seemed, but game. 

“Sure, Elvin,” I replied. “I’ll be right in 
front in less than 10.” 

When I arrived, Elvin was standing 
there with an ultramodern suitcase of a 
color somewhere between gray and green. 
Loading it into the trunk, I couldn’t tell 
if it was fashioned from metal, rubber or 
some high-tech composite with which I 
was unfamiliar. I’m sure it was filled with 
his clothes and whatnot, but this capsule 
appeared better suited for the transport of 
HazMat materials. 

“How was your break?" I asked as we 
got under way. “Where were you — in Hong 
Kong, right?” 

“Yeah, mostly in Hong Kong with the 
family, but I actually traveled quite a bit. I 
spent a week or two in Mongolia." 

“Fun," I said. “I had some great holidays 
myself. Spent an afternoon in Winooski. No 
yaks, but I did see a skunk ... Well, it could 
have been a cat, to be honest.” 

Elvin smiled, though I suspected even 
that was generous. Sometimes I fear that 
I’m only about 30 percent as funny as I 
imagine myself to be. 

We took Route 15 to the Circ Highway, 
and then rejoined 15 at the exit for the 
factory-outlet mall. This was my first time 


taking Elvin back to school. Until this 
trip, I’d only tooled around the Burlington 
environs with him, facilitating his shop- 
ping excursions. As I thought about it, I 
realized I didn’t know how he normally 
got back and forth to Johnson. I knew he 
didn’t drive himself, because he’s told me 
he hasn’t obtained an American license ... 
Oh, yeah — probably he catches rides with 
other students. Duh. 

“Hey, what are you studying up at 
Johnson?" I asked. “Have you chosen a 
major yet?" 

Elvin chuckled at the question and said, 
“I don’t know what I’m studying, to tell 
you the truth. I only ended up at Johnson 
because I wanted to experience life outside 
of the big cities where I’ve spent my entire 


life. My dad’s a businessman, and our fam- 
ily’s lived all over the place — California, 
Taiwan, Brazil and, of course, Hong Kong. 
But always in a city." 

“Well, what are you interested in? That's 
a good place to start" 

“I really like cooking,” Elvin replied. “I 
want to be a chef.” 

That didn’t take a millisecond, I noted. 

“I'm actually trying to transfer to the 
Culinary Institute of America,” he added. 
“I’m fascinated by what they call ‘molecu- 
lar gastronomy.’ It’s this cutting-edge ap- 
proach that brings, like, advanced scientific 


methods to the development of new dishes." 

“That sounds great, Elvin. So, what's 
the problem?” 

“It’s my dad. He says I’m on my own if I 
want to be a ‘cook,’ as he calls it. He won’t 
pay for school.” 

“Well, that’s surprising to me. Doesn’t 
he know how prestigious the culinary 
field has become? And lucrative, for that 
matter?" 

“Apparently not," Elvin said, with a sigh, 
“because he’s dead set against me going 
into it. My dad is in his seventies and as old 
school as they come. He escaped to Hong 
Kong after the Communist Revolution 
with absolutely nothing to his name. From 
scratch, he built up a big trading company 
— a conglomerate, really. He does a lot of 


work in China now that the mainland has 
become so capitalistic. For him, cooking is 
something to be done by the servants. ‘Not 
something worthy of my only son,’ he tells 
me. Over and over, actually.” 

“So, if your dad doesn't want you to be a 
chef, what exactly does he want you to be?” 

“For a proper young man growing up 
in Hong Kong, there are three acceptable 
careers: business and finance, technology, 
or scientific research. That’s it, really. The 
main thing is, he wants me to take over his 
business. And culinary school isn't going to 
help with that." 


I thought, When will fathers ever learn? 
Dr. Evil from the Austin Powers movies 
was not that farfetched: Perhaps some part 
of every dad desires his own Mini-Me. 

The farther we got from Burlington, the 
higher the snow blanketing the fields and 
houses. I never tire of this ride up Route 
15, and I harbor a particular fondness for 
Johnson itself. Many years ago, I lived on 
Route 100C, just up from the town’s Power 
House covered bridge. 

In Johnson, we took the left before the 
Johnson Woolen Mills store and turned 
up College Hill — the school’s steep access 
road. As we approached Elvin's dorm, I 
asked, “Have you tried skiing or boarding 
yet? I guess Johnson students get some 
kind of great deal at Smugglers’.” 

“I haven’t yet,” Elvin replied, “but I 
really plan to this semester.” 

“Well, I would if I was you. You are in 
Vermont, after all.” 

I paused and smiled at my young cus- 
tomer. The conflict he was having with his 
dad was not alien to me. Sooner or later, 
every one of us has to contend with our 
fathers. Elvin's father wasn’t Dr. Evil — 
overbearing, maybe, but just a pop. I had a 
feeling things would work out for the two 
of them; at least, I hoped so. 

“Yup,” I continued, “you definitely 
want to hit the Vermont slopes once or 
twice before you leave. You know — before 
you transfer and embark on your culinary 
career.” © 



MIRED IN THE POST-HOLIDAY CABBIE DOLDRUMS, 

I LIKED THE SOUND OF THIS OUT-OF-TOWN RUN 


be here now. 

Sign up for NOTES ON THE WEEKEND, our email newsletter, 
for an update that directs you to great shows, restaurants, 
staff picks and discounts for the weekend. We’ll also keep you 
posted on SEVEN DAYS events and contests. 

Sign up today at sevendaysvt.com 




= THE STRAIGHT DOPE 8 


Dear Cecil, 

The current ad campaign for 
Samuel Adams beer makes the 
somewhat dubious claim that 
the company’s beer, stored 
in brown bottles, is better 
preserved than beer in — eew 
— clear or green bottles. So, 
time to break out your beakers 
(and beer bottles) and tell me 
if there is any validity to this 
claim, or if it's just the usual 
marketing babble. 


A lthough we spurn out- 
right trivia, David, we 
recognize that some 
of the questions we 
deal with at the Straight Dope are 
more consequential than others. 
The theory of relativity, species 
collapse and so on ... this is the 
stuff of party chatter. Every so 
often, however, we get to settle 
one of the great questions of our 
times. Today is such a day. 

Despite the occasional intro- 
duction of civet feces (no joke) or 
other eccentric ingredients, beer 
is an essentially simple prod- 
uct, typically made from water, 
malted grains, yeast and hops. 
These seemingly uncomplicated 
fixings give rise to more than 600 
volatile compounds, with chemi- 
cal reactions continuing the 
entire time the beer ages. As with 
most chemical reactions, heat 
speeds them up, as can the energy 
in light. Some of these reactions 
can yield a mellower flavor. Too 
much light, however, and your 



brew maybe “lightstruck," mean- 
ing you get skunlcy beer. 

The first reference to light- 
struck beer dates from 1875, but 
the cause was unknown until 
the late 20th century. The cul- 
prit: hops. You may ask: What 
are hops, anyway? I confess to 
being a little vague on the subject 
myself. Hops are the conelike 
flowers of the climbing plant 
Humulus lupuhis. used to give 
beer its bitter flavor. When light 
reacts with certain hop-derived 
compounds, it creates a variety 
of unpleasant-smelling and -tast- 
ing chemicals, the biggie being 
3-methyl-2-butene-l-thiol, or 
MET. 


There are several ways to pre- 
vent beer from becoming light- 
struck: brew it without hops, 
use light-resistant hop extract 
instead, or add antioxidants. 
Since all these things affect the 
taste, though, most brewers 
prefer to simply keep the beer 
away from light. Packaging beer 
in cans is one obvious solution, 
but beer snobs historically have 
shunned cans, claiming they 
impart a metallic taste. Modern 
high-tech coatings have largely 
allayed such concerns, and some 
now claim cans are the ideal way 
to package beer. 

But you asked about glass. 
Colored glass can filter out both 
visible and ultraviolet light 
Brown glass tends to block more 
light than green; clear glass, pre- 
dictably, doesn’t block much at 


all. Since dark beers absorb more 
light than light beers, it’s essen- 
to store stouts, bocks and 
the like in brown bottles, 
while lighter beers can 
be happy in green ones. 
Or so goes the 
theory. To see how 
things worked out in 
practice, we turned, 
as so often, to the lab. 
My assistants Una and 
Fierra, both experienced 
home brewers, cooked up 
a batch of extra-hoppy 
German-style beer which 
they dubbed “Cecil’s 
Dopetoberfest," contain- 
ing a modest 4.6 percent 
alcohol by volume. They 
bottled it in brown, green, 
and clear glass and let it age for 
six weeks in a cool basement. 

Next they grouped the bottles 
into five sets of three (each com- 
prising one bottle of each color) 
and left them outdoors in direct 
sunlight for different lengths of 
time, keeping control samples 
safely hidden. The five groups 
of bottles were exposed to three, 
eight, 24, 48 and 72 hours of 
sunlight respectively. Thanks to 
cold weather, keeping the bottles 
cool while in the sun wasn't a 
problem, although incursions by 
squirrels and possums required 
occasional intervention. After 
their time in the sun, the bottles 
from each group plus several 
control bottles were refrigerated 
to 35 degrees Fahrenheit and 
sampled in a double-blind taste 

Results: 

• After three hours of sun 
exposure there was no 


significant difference among 
the beers, although both 
testers rated the control beer 
the least palatable. Which 
isn’t so odd — some research 
suggests that exceedingly 
small amounts of MBT can 
improve beer flavor. 

After eight hours of sun 
the clear-bottled beer had 
developed a skunky odor and 
a bitter chemical taste. The 
other bottles were judged 
uniformly good. 

After 24 hours of sun, the 
clear-bottled beer produced 
a strong skunky odor and 
a taste Fierra noted as 
“Ewwwww!” The green- 
bottled beer started to taste 
metallic. 

After 48 hours, the clear- 
bottled beer became still 
more disgusting, and upon 
opening could be smelled 
from six feet away. The 
green-bottled beer had 
acquired a strong metallic 
taste — Una, summoning her 
inner barbarian, could choke 
it down, but not Fierra. 

The brown-bottled beer 
remained indistinguishable 
from the control. 

After 72 hours in the sun, 
even the brown-bottled beer 


Conclusions: (1) In this world 
of mendacity and fraud, at least 
one ad claim has a basis in fact 
— brown bottles do protect beer 
better than green or clear. (2) 
Notwithstanding (1), in the war 
of beer versus sun, don't bet 
against the sun. © 
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Cable Guy 




catchers, and if the cable comes off the 
sheave — the wheels — it’s supposed to 
land in this cable catcher, not go com- 
pletely past. I really don’t know what 
kind of mechanical malfunctions they 
had on that lift 

SD: Have you ever ordered a lift shut 
down for safety? 

RP: Yes. That’s not common, but the leg- 
islature has given [me] the authority to 
do that if I see an issue that I consider 
an imminent risk, such as a severe mis- 
alignment, nonfunctioning brakes or a 
backup engine that won’t start. 

SD: Do you ski or snowboard 
yourself? 

RP: Yes. I can ski while I’m inspecting. 
SD: When you’re skiing for leisure, 
can you leave your work behind, or 
are you constantly inspecting? 

RP: It’s something that’s with me all the 
time. For instance, at the Great Escape 
in Lake George, [N.Y.], they have a little, 
flat chairlift, and I can’t stop looking at 
it — inspecting! © 


NAME 

Robert Pirie 
TOWN 

JOB 

Passenger tramway technician 

N ext time a chairlift deposits you 
safely on the icy, windswept 
summit of your favorite ski 
resort, thank Robert Pirie and 
his two cohorts. Pirie is one of three ski- 
lift inspectors, officially called “passenger 
tramway technicians,” employed at the 
Vermont Department of Labor. It’s their 
job to ensure Vermont's ski lifts whisk 
gnar shredders up the slopes without 
incident. 


Vermont Technical College in 1972, he 
went to work in the nuclear-power in- 
dustry as a piping designer, first for an 
engineering firm near Boston and later 
for a company in San Francisco. Pirie’s 
first foray into ski-lift mechanics came 
in 1978 when he took a job as mainte- 
nance engineer at Killington Resort. He 
worked there for 24 years before the 
promise of more predictable hours lured 
him to his state job. 

The issue of ski-lift safety was re- 
cently jolted into public conscious- 
ness when a lift derailed at Sugarloaf 
Mountain Resort in Maine, sending pas- 
sengers plunging 30 feet to the ground. 
Vermont had its own chairlift emergency 
just days later when a mechanical failure 
at Mount Snow forced the evacuation of 
some 200 passengers from a lift using 
ropes and harnesses. 

Each state inspector takes charge 
of foreseeing and preventing such in- 
cidents in a swath of Vermont. Pirie’s 
territory covers chairlifts at Stratton, 
Bromley and Magic, plus several smaller 
slopes with T-bars and rope tows. He 
does annual inspections and unan- 
nounced “spot” checks. Typical winter 
days involve riding the lifts and review- 
ing maintenance logs. In the summer, 
Pirie hikes or drives a four-wheeler up 
the slopes, where he climbs the steel 
towers and inspects infrastructure that’s 
covered with snow all winter, such as 

“I do a lot of hiking,” Pirie says. “I take 
my backpack, and I'm gone for the day." 


on the lifts coming down to make sure 
everything's attached properly. 

SD: What went wrong with the Mount 
Snow ski lift? 

RP: On a big engine like that, there’s a 
carburetor. Inside that is a little float 
valve that delivers fuel to the engine. 
The float valve was stuck in the closed 
position, so there was no more gas. The 
engine just stopped. That’s unusual. 
That might happen once or twice a 
season. 


I SH miiS OF PEOPlEpN MAINE] LYING 10 II! SM UFO 

I GOT SUGHTIY SICK IN MY STOMACH. 


Most of Vermont’s resorts have in- 
house maintenance staff dedicated to 
keeping the lifts in working order, but 
Pirie and his coworkers oversee that 
maintenance on the public’s behalf. 
With 184 ski lifts and more than half a 
million feet of cable to inspect each year, 
that's no small job. 

Pirie, 58, grew up skiing at the now- 
defunct Skyline Ski Area in Barre for 50 
cents a ride, but he didn’t set out to be 
a tramway tech. After graduating from 


SEVEN DAYS: What are you looking 
and listening for when you inspect a 
lift? 

ROBERT PIRIE: Abnormal noises, over- 
heating, misalignment of the cable. I’ll 
look at the documentation on hand and 
make sure the brakes have been tested 
recently and engines have been run re- 
cently. And then I'll ride the lift. I’ll be 
checking alignment of the cable on the 
towers, and checking seat pads and re- 
straint bars of the chairs going past me 


SD: What did 
you think when 

ski-lift accident 
at Sugarloaf in 

RP: I saw pictures 
of people lying in 
the snow injured. I 
got slightly sick in 
my stomach, that sinking feeling ... It’s 
so unusual that I needed to know what 
happened. I wanted to make sure none 
of the lifts under my jurisdiction could 
have that problem. 

SD: Do any resorts in Vermont use 
that same kind of lift? 

RP: The [manufacturer] of the lift is 
Borvig, and we have some in the state 
[at Stratton and Suicide Six], But this in- 
cident, I’m sure, has nothing to do with 
the brand. On each tower there are cable 



Aiming Low 


On gun laws, Vermont legislators avoid the line of fire 


T he recent gunshot suicides of two 
Vermont teens have apparently 
failed to persuade politicians 
to rethink the state's gun laws, 
which are considered to be among the 
most permissive in the nation. 

State Rep. Linda Waite-Simpson says 
there's “zero chance” her bill promoting 
firearm security will gain a hearing this 
session in Montpelier. “I’d just like to start 
a conversation about safe storage,” says the 
Essex Junction Democrat, one of the few 
legislators willing to risk political retali- 
ation by gun-rights advocates. “But even 
that's not possible." 

In fact, Waite-Simpson says she's re- 
ceived emails urging her to move out of 
Vermont because she sponsored the bill, 


The recent suicides in Jericho and 
Dummerston made her “at first very sad 
and then so very angry,” adds Wu, a profes 
sor at the University of Vermont. “There 
will be more of these deaths,” she predicts. 

The members of Vermont’s congressio- 
nal delegation are clearly reluctant to talk 
about gun issues. In response to questions 
from Seven Days, all three issued general 
statements through their press secretaries. 

A spokesman for Bernie Sanders says 
the senator is “more than aware" of the 
teen suicides and the carnage in Arizona 
in which a congressional colleague was 
shot in the head. "Vermont continues to be 
one of the safest states in the country,” the 
Sanders statement declares, noting that the 
senator is focused on economic issues. "In 


Congressman Peter Welch agrees with 
his colleagues' state’s-rights spin on the 
issue, but the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence rates him lowest of the three 
Vermonters in Congress. “Vermont has a 
proud tradition of hunting and sporting 
— and a legacy of responsible gun owner- 
ship,” Welch said through a spokesman. 

The same statement added that 
Welch "will be reviewing” New York 
Congresswoman Carolyn McCarthy's 
(D-NY4) bill to ban the big-volume am- 
munition magazines used in the massacres 
in Tucson, Virginia Tech and Columbine 
High School. McCarthy's husband was 
shot dead on a commuter train in 1993. 

Soon after he became Burlington's 
mayor in 2006, Bob Kiss indicated a will- 


GUN CONTROL 


insisting that “means do matter.” Someone 
who uses a gun to attempt suicide has a 90 
percent chance of succeeding — higher than 
for most other methods, Williamson says. 

Ed Cutler, legislative director of Gun 
Owners of Vermont, agrees with Pollina, 
suggesting, “Locking up guns isn’t going to 
make anybody safer." Vermont constitutes 
“an extremely safe firearms society,” Cutler 
adds. “Literally thousands of kids out there 
have access to guns,” he notes. "Sometimes 
things happen.” 

Statistics from the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control suggest that self-inflicted 
gun violence may not be as rare in Vermont 


I atotalof 17 VERMONTERS AGED 15-19 KILLED THEMSELVES with firearms between 1999 and 2007 


§ which was prompted by the 2009 suicide 
of a constituent's teenage son. 

The proposal would require state's at- 
- torneys to investigate the storage circum- 
g stances of a gun in the event it was used 
o to kill or wound a person. The weapon 
jjj 15-year-old Aaron Xue used to kill himself 
™ outside Essex High School 21 months ago 
had not been properly secured in the home 
of one of the boy's friends, Waite-Simpson 
w notes. Lax storage may also have played 
< a part in the handgun suicide earlier this 
z month of Mount Mansfield Union High 
£ School student Connor Menning, 15, as 
well as in the death of Leah Short, 16, a 
Bratdeboro Union High School sopho- 
more who shot herself with a type of gun 
that has not been specified by police. 

“Lawmakers in Vermont are very pas- 
g sive,” says Ge Wu, the mother of Aaron 
^ Xue. “There are some who care about 
K children’s safety, but there are more who 
S care most about their own political safety.” 


terms of guns,” Sanders’ spokesman adds, 
“the senator has long believed that, every- 
thing being equal, gun decisions are best 
made at the state level, not in Washington.” 

Although the country's leading gun- 
control advocacy gives Sanders a favorable 
rating— the highest amongVermont’s three 
D.C. delegates — in part for his crucial vote 
to ban assault weapons, the senator voted 
last year to allow guns to be checked in 
baggage on Amtrak trains and to permit 
visitors to national parks to carry loaded 
weapons. Sen. Patrick Leahy voted for 
both those initiatives as well. 

Leahy’s spokesman says in an email 
message that the senator has not had a 
chance this session to discuss gun-control 
proposals with his colleagues. A lifelong 
gun owner, Leahy enjoys target shooting 
on his tree farm in Middlesex, his press 
secretary adds, noting “he often speaks 
protectively of Vermont's right to make its 
own decisions on gun issues.” 


ingness to talk about regulating handguns 
in Vermont. The comments drew an out- 
raged response from gun-rights activists, 
and Kiss has not spoken about the issue 
since. But the mayor did say this week that 
“we should be having a conversation” on 
Waite-Simpson’s bill, which he supports. 

Another well-known Vermont politi- 
cian with a Progressive pedigree opposes 
the legislation, however. Washington 
County State Sen. Anthony Pollina, who 
gets an “A” rating from Gun Owners of 
Vermont, does favor having a conversa- 
tion — but on the causes of teen suicides, 
not the role that guns may play in them. 
“I don't believe in creating laws in knee- 
jerk reaction to recent events,” Pollina 
says in reference to the two teen suicides. 
“If teens really want to harm themselves, 
they’ll find a way to do it,” he adds. 

Bob Williamson, Vermont coordinator 
of the New England Coalition to Prevent 
Gun Violence, objects to Pollina’s view, 


as Cutler and similarly minded advocates 
argue. A total of 17 Vermonters aged 15-19 
killed themselves with firearms between 
1999 and 2007, the latest year for which 
CDC numbers are available. That works 
out to a per-capita rate far higher than 
that in neighboring Massachusetts, which 
the Legal Community Against Violence 
claims has the third-strictest gun laws in 
the country. California ranks first in this 
group’s ratings, while Vermont ranks 48th, 
with only Idaho and Arizona judged to 
have more lenient gun laws. 

At least a few prominent Vermonters 
are taking on the gun lobby. Former gover- 
nor Madeleine Kunin, for example, serves 
on the advisory board of Citizens for Safer 
Vermont Children, a group formed last 
year to rally support for Waite-Simpson’s 
bill. The group is led by Ge Wu, who points 
out that 28 states have already adopted 
proposals similar to the one that she says 
could have saved the life of her son. ® 
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Ski & Ride with 
The Point 201 1 
is underway! 

Celebrate our 20th year of Ski & Ride and 
join us Fridays at the area’s best mountain 
for half-price lift tickets, apres-ski parties, 
and a chance to score great prizes! 

To get the half-price deal you’ll need 
a Ski & Ride Button and Coupon Book. 
They’re only $3, and they’re good all season! 

Find out where to get your Buttons 
and Coupon Books at pointfm.com 
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Jan. 28: Smuggler’s Notch 
Feb. 4: Burke Mountain 
Feb. 11: Bolton Valley 
Feb. 18: Dartmouth Skiway 
Feb. 25: Ragged Mountain 
March 4: Sugarbush 
March 1 1: Bolton Valley 
March 18: Pico Mountain 
March 25: Stowe Mountain Resort 
April 1: Jay Peak 





D ick Mazza isn't a cigar- 
chomping political party 
boss. And, while he does 
have a “back room,” it isn’t 
smoke filled. The 71-year-old 
state senator holds court in 
the rear of his general store 
in Colchester, in a modest 
office plastered with photographs and 
campaign memorabilia spanning his 
three decades in Vermont politics. 
Guests are welcomed like family, usually 
with offers of food and drink, by a guy 
who looks like a wise and benevolent 
grandfather. 

But make no mistake: Dick Mazza 
is a power broker. In fact, to hear some 
Vermont political heavyweights tell 
it, he’s the most politically influential 
person in the state. 

“There’s a popular misconception 
that Vermont is run out of the fifth-floor 
governor’s office in Montpelier,” says 


Congressman Peter Welch, a Democrat, 
“when in reality, it’s run out of the deli 
section of Mazza's store.” 

In the course of his 30 years under 
the golden dome, the moderate 
Democrat has become a close and loyal 
adviser to governors of both parties. A 
notoriously shy man who shuns the 
limelight, Mazza (D-Grande Isle) has 
wielded his influence largely behind the 
scenes. He met weekly with governors 
Howard Dean and Jim Douglas when 
they were in office — referring to the 
ritual as “chit-chats” or “visiting" — and 
had the ears of Madeleine Kunin and 
Tom Salmon before them. 

For governors, Mazza acts as a sort of 
consigliere, a sounding board and direct 
connection to regular Vermont voters. 
To wannabe politicians, he is a law- 
abiding godfather — or king maker — 
whose blessing can launch their political 
careers, those close to him say. 


“If you’ve ever driven to Mazza’s 
store, the road is deep with grooves,” 
Welch says. “[That’s] the worn travel 
marks of aspiring Democratic lawmak- 
ers seeking an audience with the king 
maker." 

Since many of those pols have pre- 
vailed, Mazza is ideally positioned this 
session to advise the powerful. The 
new governor, lieutenant governor and 
Senate president all describe him as 
a “mentor” and say his advice will be 
essential in steering state government 
through another difficult session. 

“Dick Mazza was an equal partner 
in helping run the Senate, and he’ll be 
equally important in helping the state of 
Vermont,” says Gov. Peter Shumlin, the 
former Senate leader. “He’s someone 
that I see as a mentor and an adviser and 
a great friend." 

That doesn’t mean the two men 
will see eye to eye; Mazza and the 


new administration are miles apart 
on some crucial issues. Shumlin has 
charted an ambitious course for the 
next two years that includes making 
Vermont the first state with its own 
universal health care system and shut- 
ting down the state’s aging nuclear 
reactor — two policies Mazza op- 
poses. Last year, Shumlin’s decision 
to impose a mandatory pay cut on 
legislators caught Mazza off guard, 
leading to a rare public rebuke by the 
even-tempered Senate veteran. 

Mazza says he’s already counseled 
the new governor to “slow down” and 
“think things through.” 

“He wants to go, go, go, go,” says 
Mazza, sipping from a plastic water 
bottle during an interview at his store. 
“It's a whole new role from Senate 
leader to governor, and the expectations 
are high. You don’t want to promise 
things you can’t deliver.” 



A sk Vermont's political elite what 
makes Mazza so influential, and 
you’ll hear the same response 
over and over He knows what 
average Vermonters are thinking. While 
his colleagues often lose touch with 
their constituents, Mazza sees his every 
day in his general store and telegraphs 
their views to the halls of power in 
Montpelier. That's why an endorsement 
from Mazza is viewed as political gold. 

‘‘If Dick is ultimately for you, it gives 
you confidence that he represents a real 
cross section of practical, down-to-earth 
Vermonters,” says Welch. 

Mazza helped Welch with local talk- 
radio hosts Charlie Papillo and Ernie 
Farrar, whose right-leaning morning 
show features Mazza as a frequent 
guest. “They went from overt hostility to 
grudging acceptance, all because of Dick 
Mazza,” Welch recalls. 

Friends describe Mazza as incor- 
ruptible, and that's no small feat for a 
politician with so much power. Mazza’s 
positions as chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Transportation and 
vice chair of the Senate Committee on 
Institutions give him control over mil- 
lions of dollars in public money. 

‘‘He could do more wheeling and 
dealing for his own political gain than 
any person in the Senate," says Welch, 
noting that when, as state senator, he 
sat on Mazza’s transportation com- 
mittee, he went “by the book. Projects 
were funded on the basis of priority and 
plan, not on political influence. That's 
extraordinary. We take that for granted 
in Vermont, in part because Dick Mazza 
has established that as a standard.” 

Officially, much of Mazza's author- 
ity derives from his position on the 
Committee on Committees, the three- 
person Senate panel that doles out 
committee assignments and appoints 
members of legislative commissions and 
conference committees. The other two 
members are the Senate president pro 
tempore and the lieutenant governor. 
The post makes Mazza part of Senate 
“leadership,” which affords him weekly 
meetings with the gov. Mazza has held 
that spot — uncontested — since 1997 
and has generally used the power fairly, 
fellow senators say. 

That doesn’t mean all senators get 
the committee assignments they want, 
or that they're happy Mazza retains the 
position. In fact, Senate President Pro 
Tern John Campbell admits he recently 
had to put down unrest among senators 
who wanted to oust Mazza from the 
post for supporting Republican Phil 
Scott in the recent lieutenant governor’s 
race over Democratic candidate Steve 
Howard. Mazza’s act of party' disloyalty 


didn’t come as a surprise; Scott is like a 
son to him, Campbell observes. When 
Scott was sworn in as lieutenant 
governor, Mazza administered the oath 
of office. 

Mazza hung on to his post because 
Campbell persuaded his caucus that 
Mazza's “consistency and historical 
knowledge” were vital to maintaining 
“decorum" in the Senate. For Mazza, 
that includes showing deference to 
the governor. He says he's “always re- 
spected” the office, no matter who occu- 
pies it. A handful of his peers voted him 


his power to make things happen, or to 
make things not happen, do so at their 

O n a recent Tuesday, Mazza is hold- 
ing court at his home away from 
home — the Statehouse’s Senate 
Committee on Transportation 
room. A parade of officials from the 
Vermont Agency of Transportation is 
briefing his committee on what to expect 
from the governor’s upcoming trans- 
portation budget. Translation: which 
projects are likely to get funding priority. 



ITS RUN OUT OF THE DELI 
SECTION OF MAZZAS STORE. 


"Governor's Pet” in Seven Days' survey 
of lawmakers last year. 

More to the point — and the reason 
govs of all stripes have trusted him: 
When Mazza does disagree with the 
governor, Campbell says, he does so 
privately. 

“One understanding I’ve always had 
with governors: We don't surprise each 
other,” Mazza says. “If I had an issue, I'd 
go in and talk to them. I do not want to 
go to the press and make a statement to 
criticize the governor.” 

By the time the governor announces 
something publicly, it usually already 
has Mazza’s stamp of approval, or at 
least his input. Senate presidents, too. 

“I’m always careful to get Mazza on 
board on key ideas and policy before I 
talk to others, because I’ve watched him 
stop things dead in the tracks,” Shumlin 
says. Asked for specifics, the governor 
replies, “There are too many examples 
to count. But those who underestimate 



Mazza leans back in his swivel 
chair, a gold-ringed finger resting on 
his cheek, as Transportation Secretary 
Brian Searles delivers the bad news: Not 
only has $120 million in federal stimulus 
money dried up, but gas-tax revenues 


are “falling off" as Vermonters switch 
to more fuel-efficient automobiles. 
Nevertheless, Searles says the governor 
is committed to funding transportation 
projects that create jobs, and will pro- 
pose a budget that prioritizes rail, public 
transit and bike-pedestrian programs. 

Rail is of particular interest to Mazza. 
During the Dean years, he worked to 
green light the since-aborted Champlain 
Flyer commuter railroad between 
Charlotte and Burlington. He wants to 
expand passenger and freight service 
along Vermont’s “western corridor” — 
from Burlington to Bennington — and 
ultimately imagines trains connect- 
ing Burlington and New York City, St. 
Albans and Montreal. 

Joe Flynn, VTrans’ rail program 
manager, reminds Mazza and commit- 
tee members that the feds have twice 
rejected Vermont’s funding requests 
to improve the western corridor. 
Seemingly unfazed, Mazza asks Flynn 
what it would cost the state to make 
improvements needed for train service 
from Burlington to the Big Apple. 

“I’m afraid I couldn’t answer that,” 
Flynn replies, and adds that it would 
require $74 million just to make needed 
track upgrades between Burlington and 
Rutland. Repairing a single dilapidated 
bridge on that route this year will cost 
almost $14 million, Flynn notes. In all, 
there are 83 bridges in various states 
of disrepair on the tracks connecting 
Burlington to Bennington. 

Mazza cuts Flynn off before he’s fin- 
ished, because two lobbyists have been 
waiting for a while, and it’s almost time 
for the committee to break for lunch. 
Mazza gives a warm welcome to Marilyn 
Miller, who represents the Vermont 
Automobile Dealers Association, and 
she passes him a baby picture of her 
twin grandchildren. He’s already got a 
copy tacked to the bulletin board in the 
committee room. 

Once they’ve exchanged personal 
stuff, Miller gets professional: She and 
the dealers she represents want to 
discuss legislation that would simplify 
some aspects of car buying in Vermont. 
After her comes Allison DeMag, a lob- 
byist for the Alliance of Automobile 
Manufacturers, who makes a quick 
pitch for clarifying legislation that 
would permit a Shelburne Mercedes 
Benz dealer to sell cars equipped with 
“SplitView” screens that allow the 
driver to see a navigation map and the 
passenger to watch a DVD. 

Mazza listens intently but adjourns 
the committee for lunch without making 
any promises. It's way too early in the 
session for that 
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M azza was bom big. He weighed 
12 pounds at birth, in 1939, and 
still has a hulking frame with 
broad shoulders and arms that 
stretch out like tree limbs. The Mazza 
clan is big, too, and seemingly ubiquitous 
in Colchester, where they own a general 
store, two farm stands and an auto-parts 
store. Mazza is the youngest of five boys 
born to Joseph and Mary Mazza, who 
met in Winooski, where Joseph worked 
at a bakery owned by Mary’s father. 

In 1954, the Mazzas sold a vegetable 
farm they owned and plowed the profits 
into opening a 22-by-30-foot general 
store in Malletts Bay. Today it is the 
much larger Dick 
Mazza’s General 
Store, famous 
for its home- 
made pies and 
Thanksgiving 
turkeys. Despite 
his father's 
urging, Mazza 
never went to col- 
lege. He scrapped 
plans to study 
accounting at St. 

Michael’s College 
or Champlain so 
he could work at 
the store instead. 

He took over the family business 
in 1965, the same year he married his 
wife, Dolly. The two met at a root- 
beer stand in Colchester, wher e Dolly 
worked nights as a carhop. Mazza’s 
affection for vintage Americana is on 
display behind his store, where a non- 
descript building houses a “Corvette 
museum” with several mint-condition 
cars, as well as a collection of cherry- 
red Farmall tractors and a '50s-style 
diner — complete with a lunch counter, 
checkered floor and Elvis memorabilia 
— that Mazza built for family dinners 
and parties. 

The political bug was another 
thing Mazza caught from his father. 
Joseph served in the Vermont House 
as a Democrat from 1961 to 1971. Mazza 
won his dad’s seat two years later as a 
write-in candidate after failing to meet 
a deadline to get on the ballot. After four 
years in the house, duty called him back 
to the store full time. 

His Senate career began in 1985, 
after Howard Dean, then chair of 
the Chittenden County Democrats, 
recruited Mazza to run for the 
Colchester-Grand Isle seat. “I thought 
he would win,” Dean recalls, “and we 
wanted the seat.” 

When Dean became governor five 


years later, Mazza grew into a trusted 
confidant. 

“When I was governor, he was pretty 
much in every meeting that mattered,” 
says Dean, who credits Mazza with 
helping fund bike-path construction all 
over the state, among other progressive 
initiatives. “When it came time to get 
something done, he was absolutely a 
very, very important figure." 

In the Senate, Mazza is a swing vote. 
His centrist politics are such that ob- 
servers have to guess where he stands — 
sometimes until the roll is called. Even 
after hours of interviewing him, it isn’t 
always clear what drives Mazza’s deci- 
sion making. In 2000, for instance, he 
voted yes on civil unions — after coming 
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under intense pressure from his own 
Catholic church to vote no — because, as 
he puts it, “It was a rights issue. It’s not 
going to hurt my marriage by someone 
else having a civil union.” 

Nine years later, when the issue was 
whether to legalize same-sex marriage, 
Mazza took a different approach, voting 
to let Vermonters decide in a referen- 
dum. When that measure failed, he 
joined the majority in the Senate that 
voted in favor of same-sex marriage 
rights. 

Asked about that flip-flop today, 
Mazza says he opposes legislating by 








referendum and doesn’t recall what 
made him vote the way he did. “It must 
have been because the voters were 
adamant about having some input,” he 
guesses. “But, now that I think back, it’s 
not a good idea.” 

Over the years, Mazza has come to 
believe that legislation can’t fix every- 
thing and that unenforceable laws aren't 
worth much. That’s why he opposes a bill 
banning use of cellphones while driving 
even though numerous studies suggest 
the practice impairs driving almost as 
much as intoxication does. 

"It’s very tough to enforce,” Mazza 
says by way of explanation. “And are you 
really going to enforce the phone or the 
whole conversation, which I’ve been told 
is just as distracting as the phone itself?” 

He has the same opinion of one of 
Vermont's most persistent and vexing 
problems: drunk driving. Until a law 
was passed last year, Vermont was one 
of only three states that didn’t use igni- 
tion interlocks — breathalyzers that 
hook to a car's ignition so it can't be 
started unless the person blowing into it 
is sober — to fight drunk driving. Mazza 
says he “never knew anything” about 
interlocks, a preventive tool used in 47 
states, and views the technology simply 
as “one more thing we can do.” 

“Is it going to solve the problem? No; 
we all know that. But it makes a lot of 
sense,” he says. Still, Mazza believes that, 
“If a person's going to drink and drive, 
they’re going to drink and drive. You can 
give them a penalty. You can make them 
pay a fine. You can put them through the 
CRASH program. But if they desire to go 
out again, what are you going to do?” 

M azza is virtually untouchable in 
his home district, which com- 
prises Colchester and Grand Isle 
County. Voters have sent him 
back to the Statehouse by substantial mar- 
gins every two years since Ronald Reagan 
was president. After senators Bill Doyle 
and Vince Illuzzi, he's the longest-serving 
senator in Vermont — and has repeat- 
edly been endorsed by Democrats and 
Republicans in uncontested elections. In 
Colchester, he's not just the town grocer 
but a considerable local landowner, with 
real estate holdings estimated to be worth 
in excess of $2.2 million, according to 
town tax records. 

Another measure of Mazza’s influ- 
ence: During the governor's race last 
fall, Shumlin made a full-court press 
for the senator’s endorsement. But 
Mazza played coy, declining to side with 
Shumlin or GOP rival Brian Dubie, both 
of whom are longtime friends. When the 
Dubie campaign started mud-slinging 
and wouldn’t stop, Mazza finally came 


out for Shumlin and, in a rare public dis, 
criticized Dubie's tactics. 

“He should have stopped that cam- 
paign,” Mazza says now. “It wasn’t the 
Brian Dubie that I knew.” 

Around that same time, Mazza found 
himself the subject of media inquiries 
following a meeting in his “museum” 
with Shumlin and several prominent 
Vermont business and community lead- 
ers. The conservative blog Vermont 
Tiger alleged that Shumlin told the gath- 
ering — which included David Coates, 
Dave Usher and Maurice Germain — 
that he could support continued opera- 
tion of Vermont Yankee if the nuke plant 
had a new owner. Speaking about it now, 
Mazza says he wasn't there when the 
topic of Vermont Yankee came up — “I 
came down to the store a couple of times 
to get cookies,” he says. 

By all accounts, Mazza rarely wades 
into partisan political fights and doesn’t 
leap to defend political allies in the 
press. There have been a few notable 
exceptions. He came to Dubie's defense 
during the 2006 lieutenant governor’s 
race when Democratic candidate Matt 
Dunne accused Dubie of being an 
absentee. And last fall, Mazza sought 
to discredit the Seven Days legislator 
survey in which Shumlin was voted the 
“most ethically challenged”: He insisted 
that he and other lawmakers filled out 
the survey as a “joke.” 

The story got shopped around to at 
least two reporters — at Seven Days and 
the Vermont Press Bureau — who didn't 
pursue it because Mazza wouldn’t con- 
firm key details of the alleged gag, such 
as whether he and other senators actu- 
ally wrote Shumlin’s name in that cat- 
egory. Vermont Public Radio ultimately 
reported the story based on Mazza’s 
word that it was a joke, apparently 
without confirming the alleged involve- 
ment of other transportation committee 
members, including Phil Scott, who was 
running for lieutenant governor. 

Ever the skilled courtier, Mazza 
emerged unscathed. 

Mazza says he has no interest in 
retiring anytime soon — either from 
politics or the general store. And why 
would he want to? He’s got the ears of 
past and present governors, the respect 
of his colleagues and what might be the 
safest legislative seat in Vermont. When 
this popular pol rides into the sunset — 
behind the wheel of a vintage Corvette 
— the Vermont Statehouse will no doubt 
be a less interesting place. 

Calling Mazza “one of the greats” 
at the capitol, Welch asserts, “His real 
legacy, in my view, is the power and the 
dignity of a citizen legislature. And he 
runs a grocery store.” © 
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Skiing to the 
Sound of... Silence 
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S ince the 1960s, when Johannes 
von Trapp and his family first 
opened the Trapp Family Lodge 
above Stowe, skiing has been at 
the heart of the winter experience there. 
In the early days, von Trapp might have 
been content simply to escape into the 
pristine woods for a few hours alone 
on skis. His development of a modern 
Nordic skiing center shifted the focus to 
groomed trails, fitness and racing, and 
made “Trapps” a prized destination for 
lovers of the sport. Today, however, the 
growing demand for untracked snow 
and backcountry solitude is bringing 
skiing at Trapps full circle. 

“What my dad was envisioning back 
then is what we are really getting back to 
now,” says Johannes’ son, Sam von Trapp, 
who is helping to run the family business. 
“After 42 years, we are really getting back 
to skiing in the woods again.” 

He’s referring to the kind of skiing 
that defined the sport in a time before 
chairlifts and grooming machines, when 
skiers would venture freely into the 


mountains with the aid of climbing skins 
and kick wax in search of an adventurous 
descent. Sam von Trapp, 38, is part of a 
generation that embraces all forms of 
modern skiing, from Nordic trail and 
lift-served alpine to backcountry skiing 
through the woods and wild mountains. 

“There’s nothing like the feeling 
of skiing untracked snow," says Dana 
Jourdan, who helps manage the ski 
shop at Trapps, "especially when you 
catch a great view that you have never 
seen before.” 

The Trapp Family Lodge is catering 
to the growing interest in skiing 
adventure by offering backcountry- 
oriented instruction, guided tours 
and gear rentals, and by making its 
abundance of natural glades and 
backcountry terrain more accessible. 
Some of this land — the low-angle glades 
of the family’s working sugarbush, the 
gently sloping apple orchard, the more 
moderately pitched Chapel Woods — is 
just minutes from the main lodge and 
outdoor center. A more extended tour, 


with steeper tree lines and ungroomed 
trail descents through the woods, can be 
found around Roundtop Mountain and 
off Skytop Ridge, which extends west 
from the Trapps property toward the 
Green Mountain divide. 

“We’re trying to be adaptable to 
every level of skier," says Sam von Trapp. 


“Some skiers will show up just looking 
to make a few turns in the fresh powder 
off the side of a trail ... while others are 
really looking for a bigger backcountry 
adventure.” 

Earlier this month, my wife, Emily 
Johnson, and I spent the morning 
sampling some of the goods with Sam 






von Trapp. We slid away on waxless 
backcountry skis to explore the beautiful 
network of groomed trails. Within 
minutes, a fellow passed us skate-skiing 

— a popular Nordic activity at Trapps 

— with a pair of wide backcountry skis 
strapped to his pack. 

A gentle, 30-minute climb brought us 
to the old Slayton Pasture Cabin, where 
we sipped hot cider and watched a few 
chickadees sing in the winter sunshine. 
Outside the cabin, we attached climbing 
skins to our skis and set off into the 
woods of Roundtop Mountain. It didn't 
take us long to spot a few tempting ski 
lines through the mixed hardwood 


forest, and to prepare for a multipitched 
descent through the powder-coated 
woods below. We spotted another set of 
tracks. Perhaps Johannes had been out 
skiing that morning. 

The descent led us to another 
groomed trail. We parted ways with 
Sam — who sided off to a meeting — and 
enjoyed an easy ski back to the lodge, 
which has its very own brewery and 
cafe. While eating lunch and sipping 
on a delicious dunkel beer, we decided 
that Trapps' emergence as a skiing- 
adventure center was a very good thing 
for skiers in Vermont. © 
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The Sixth Man 


How the Vermont Frost Heaves superfans brought the team back from the brink 

BY LAUREN OBER 


D ick Rouelle is impossible to 
miss at a Vermont Frost Heaves 
game. His ZZ Top-esque 
beard, wispy and white, com- 
mands attention in the Barre Municipal 
Auditorium. The bearer of that prodi- 
gious facial hair looks like he might be 
more at home in the woods living with 
wild animals than sitting courtside at a 
professional basketball game. 

But make no mistake: Rouelle is a 
basketball fan to the core. The beard is 
bracketed by flushes of royal blue — a 
Frost Heaves cap on top, a baggy team 
shooting shirt below. In his hands 
Rouelle clutches a team jersey given to 
him by former player Melvin Creddle. 
He takes it to every game, never letting 
it leave his side. It’s the only thing in the 
world that’s been to more Frost Heaves 
games than he has. 

The 55-year-old is, by all accounts, a 
Frost Heaves superfan. He arrives early 
for the warm-up, critiquing endless 
layups and jump shots, and lingers post- 
game while the guys sign autographs 
and slap hands. If Vermont’s only pro- 
fessional basketball team were a rock- 
and-roll band, Rouelle would be their 
No. 1 groupie. 


His journey to superfandom began 
with a fist bump during the Heaves' 
first season. Rouelle, an electrician from 
Calais, was already a huge basketball nut 
and figured it would be fun to check out 
the new team in town. 

Before the start of Rouelle’s debut 
Heaves game, Antonio Burks, a 6-foot-6 
power forward, ran over to the slight 
man with the long white beard and ex- 
tended his fist. Rouelle bumped back. 

He was hooked. “There was magic in 
those knuckles,” Rouelle says. 

Since Sports Illustrated writer and 
Cornwall resident Alex Wolff brought 
the Frost Heaves to Vermont in 2006, 
Rouelle has attended 102 consecutive 
games. He’s followed the team — which 
is part of the Premier Basketball League, 
considered a step below the NBA’s de- 
velopmental league — to Maryland, New 
York, Ohio and eastern Canada. To reach 
a game in Oklahoma, he and his wife, 
Linda, once braved an ice storm that 
shut down the interstate. 

Rouelle isn’t the team's only mega- 
fan. But he’s one of a group of central 
Vermonters who’ve taken their loyalty 
a step further — they now own and run 
the team. 


Over the years, the Heaves have 
endeared themselves to the people of 
central Vermont, where they are based, 
by visiting area schools, holding clinics, 
and hosting meet-and-greets at local 
restaurants. After the games, the players 
pose for photos and sign autographs on 
the court, even when they lose. 

The fans reward the players’ good 
citizenship with staunch loyalty. Some 
bake cookies and brownies for the team 
at every game. Others make the play- 
ers Christmas presents. Still others, 
like Rouelle, go to extreme lengths to 
watch them play, whether it’s at their 
home court at the Aud or in frigid Nova 

The Heaves fans are the only reason 
the team didn’t fold when former owner 
Mike Healy was about to pack it in after 
last season. A core group of devotees 
hammered out a plan to purchase the 
team from Healy and, over the summer, 
Go Heaves, Inc., received official non- 
profit status from the state. Like the 
NFL’s Green Bay Packers, the Frost 
Heaves are now run by the fans who 
come to cheer them on. 
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One of those fans, Don Mandelkorn, 
who recently retired from the Agency of 
Human Services after 30 years, became 
the team's general manager. Rouelle and 
his wife and seven others were tapped 
for the board of directors. After months 
of planning, number crunching and 
hand wringing over whether this collec- 
tive could pull off a season, the Heaves’ 
sixth campaign fell into place. 

To Rouelle’s chagrin, the team suc- 
cumbed to the Halifax Rainmen in its 
January 2 season opener. But these are 
early days, and Rouelle is nothing if not 
confident in his Heaves. 

Rouelle is so gaga for Frost Heaves 
basketball that he can tell you all 
the players’ stats, and he knows all 
their strengths and weaknesses. 

Plus, he’s pals with the guys. He 
and Linda have them over for 
dinner and take them snowmobil- 
ing — a novelty for men who mostly 
hail from urban areas. Rouelle has 
even been known to miss one of his 
stepgrandson’s basketball games if 
a Heaves contest happens to be at 
the same time. 

Other fans are equally enthu- 
siastic, including Linda Rouelle, 
Mandelkorn, Mike Squier and 
Theresa Wood. But Rouelle has 
outdone them all in attendance: 

In the past four years, he hasn't 
missed a night in the Heaves’ 20-game 
regular season. 

Rouelle never played basketball 
as a student at U-32 High School in 
Montpelier. Instead of pounding the 
boards after school, he washed bowl- 
ing balls and patched pins at Twin 
City Lanes for $1.25 an hour — a job he 
started at age 14. As one of six children of 
a stonecutter and a housewife, Rouelle 
had to help support his family. But he 
harbored a love of basketball even if he 
couldn’t play. 

When he finished high school, 
Rouelle stayed on at Twin City Lanes for 
28 years and eventually worked his way 
up to manager, a position he held for the 
last 10 years of his employment. That's 
where he met Linda, to whom he has 
been married for 30 years. Rouelle used 
to put notes in the finger holes of her 
bowling ball with suggestions on how to 
improve her game. 

Over the years, Rouelle became a 
passionate follower of the Los Angeles 
Lakers. Magic Johnson was his basket- 
ball hero, and Lakers games took pre- 
cedence over everything else in his life. 
“If there's a Lakers game on, I don’t care 


what I want to watch," Linda Rouelle 
says. “The TV is his until the game is 

But it’s not just pro basketball that 
gets Rouelle’s heart pumping. When his 
stepgrandson Stephen Donahue’s team 
plays, Rouelle will stay and watch all 
the games, not just the 13 -year-old’s. “I’ll 
watch everything from third or fourth 
grade on up to professional,” he says. “I 
can’t explain it. It’s like an addiction. My 
drug of choice is basketball.” 

After the first Heaves season, Dick 
and Linda decided their Christmas pres- 
ent to each other would be to make all 
the team’s road games. Fan-led charter 
buses were already traveling to the 
closer ones in places such as Quebec 



THIS HAS REALLY 
CHANGED MY LIFE. 


DICK ROUELLE 


City and Montreal. The Rouelles, along 
with Mandelkorn and some other fans, 
came up with the idea of a “fan van” to 
take them to more distant games, such as 
ones in Oklahoma and New Brunswick, 
Canada. 

That year, a handful of Heaves heads 
traveled to various away games to cheer 
on their team. Not all of the loyal sup- 
porters made it every time. But the 
Rouelles and Mandelkorn did. 

The following two seasons, it was 
just assumed they would hit all the away 
games again. The commitment required 
was sometimes a little obsessive. 

During the third season, the group 
traveled to Buffalo. They left Barre on 
a Friday evening, drove eight hours to 
western New York, stayed overnight in 
a hotel and went to the Heaves game 
the next day. From there, they drove 20 
hours to watch the team play in Halifax, 
arriving an hour before game time on 
Sunday. When the fans left on Monday 
morning, Rouelle says, he was so de- 
lirious that, by the time they crossed into 
New Hampshire, he was relying on the 
double yellow line to navigate. 

While this kind of dedication might 


be seen as a little crazy — or, when it 
involves long-haul driving, danger- 
ous — it has been a “positive influence 
on the team,” says Heaves head coach 
Joe Salerno. Fans have helped enhance 
team chemistry and given the team extra 
motivation for winning. Without their 
devotion, there would be no team, he 
reasons. 

Salerno had his doubts about 
whether fans such as Mandelkorn 
and the Rouelles could save the team 
through their passion alone. In early 
summer, owner Healy told Mandelkorn 
of his plans to fold. But by late June, 
Go Heaves, Inc., was in place. At least 
for now, fan teamwork is keeping the 
Heaves alive. 

“I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t a 
little suspect as to whether or not it 
could get done,” Salerno says. “But 
I’m extremely proud of the fact that 
it has happened. The love these fans 
have for the team — people wanted 
[the team] to come back.” 

For Rouelle, following the team 
— and being part of the organization 
through Go Heaves, Inc. — has been 
a dream. He says he can’t thank 
Alex Wolff enough for bringing the 
Heaves to Vermont. 

“Who knows what I’d be doing 
now if I wasn't following the team 
around? It’s hard to even think 
about what I was doing back before 
they came,” Rouelle says. “This has 
really changed my life.” 

This year, like all good things, 
Rouelle’s perfect attendance streak 
ended. After watching 102 consecutive 
Heaves games, he quit traveling. He 
didn't want to, but the cost of gas and 
hotels proved unmanageable. 

So, Rouelle missed his first toss-up on 
January 20. When the Heaves fell to the 
Bluegrass Stallions of Georgetown, Ky., 
neither he nor his wife were there. 

Neither was the jersey that had been 
to every Heaves game, the one that 
Rouelle carried for good luck. After the 
Heaves’ home win against the Dayton Air 
Strikers on January 15, Rouelle handed it 
to his wife and said, “You can retire this 
now. This is the end of my streak.” 

It was a sad moment for both of 
them, but Rouelle is at peace with his 
decision. He’ll still attend every home 
game, and maybe some of the closer 
away games. And he'll still be a Frost 
Heaves superfan. ® 
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La Dolce Middlebury 

Seasoned Traveler: Costello's Market 



C ostello’s Market is the only 
Vermont eatery north of 
Manchester that advertises in 
La Cucina Italiana magazine. 
But when you venture to the Middlebury 
establishment, don’t expect to see a 
mustachioed gentleman behind the 
counter yelling at his staff in Italian. 

The fiftysomething owners of Costello’s, 
a longtime couple, know and love Italian 
food. They just can’t claim to carry 
ancestral memories of the old country 
in their bones: Both are of Irish descent. 
Carolyn Costello is part of an old 
Middlebury family. Her grandfather ran 
the town’s gas station in the 1930s; her 
uncle opened Bakery Lane Food Shop, 
where he prepared pies and cakes for 
decades. Her business and life partner, 
John Hamilton, grew up in an Irish- 
Italian neighborhood in Philadelphia. 
He says his love of food from the Boot 
was born early: “Since the Irish didn’t 
cook that great, that’s what we ate.” 

While the staff of Costello's may not 
embody Italian-market stereotypes, the 
food meets expectations and surpasses 
o them. Hamilton, S3, has been cooking 
h Italian fare for 40 years since he got his 
£ first job at an old-world bakery in his 
g hometown, making bread and pasta. 
•> The experience shows in all his dishes, 
which range from traditional porchetta 
and homemade orechiette to meatball 
subs. He and Costello add new dishes 
g to the menu after every trip to Italy 
~ (usually during their two-week break in 
r November). Hamilton’s colorful culinary 
^ imagination contributes others. A large 
° selection of specials changes daily. 

Costello is quick to praise Hamilton’s 
w unique palate, which inspires his 
< flavorful takes on classics and generates 
z unexpected, even downright weird, 
2 combinations. Last week, one popular 
special was a fried banana burrito. 
Besides bananas, the wrap contained 
local chevre, roasted peppers, spinach 
and rice noodles. Another unusual 


dish: pasta tarts, in which Costello’s 
does a brisk business, especially around 
the holidays. The smoked-salmon tart 
features fish, spinach and bacon atop a 
crisp nest of fettuccine. 


FRUITY SMOKE BILLOWS 
FROM THE OVEN AS IF IT 
WERE A FOG MACHINE, 



Most of the everyday business at 
Costello’s comes from Middlebury 
College students and retirees who live 
at the Marble Works Residences, a quick 
walk from the market. Seniors begin 
trickling in not long after the market’s 10 
a.m. opening. 

Some head straight for the fried frutti 


di mare. Black River Produce supplies 
Costello's with local vegetables and 
fresh seafood daily, and it’s not out of 
the ordinary to see sushi-grade unagi or 
hamachi in the case. Hamilton makes his 
own crab cakes, and salmon poached in 
leeks and lemon. 

At lunchtime, the market fills with 
Marble Works residents who have 
trekked through the snow for a fforn- 
scratch tuna melt topped with crackling, 
imported sharp provolone and a light 
dusting of parmesan, or a fish taco or 
oyster po’ boy. Costello says dinner, 
available from 3 to 6 p.m., is also popular 
with the market's neighbors. They can 
make a quick meal of dishes such as 
seafood pasta with shrimp, scallops, 
calamari, fresh fish and lemon-basil 
butter; braised pork with mushrooms 
and onions over pappardelle; or herb- 
roasted duck leg with fennel and 
balsamic cippolini-onion glaze. 

Last week, the market accommodated 
a slew of Midd kids who had been 
assigned to blog about their favorite 
places to eat in town. By noon, so many 
students were ordering salads and 


Italian subs that it was hard to navigate 
Costello’s network of counters. One 
young man, brandishing a notebook, 
inquired about the caffeine options — 
pour-your-own Seattle’s Best coffee and, 
to take home, beans imported from Italy. 

Crowds are no rarity at Costello's, 
which doesn't have indoor seating. In the 
warm months, a few diners can occupy 
Adirondack chairs at an outdoor table 
Hamilton built himself and covered with 
flower-filled terra-cotta pots. During the 
summer, Costello says, “There’s lines 
out the door. Six o’clock at night we can 
get to the bathroom and drink a glass of 
water for the first time.” 

Among the market’s student clientele, 
a particularly popular sandwich is the 
"Sicilian." The 6-inch regular sandwich 
(yep, the large is bigger) is filled with 
three enormous meatballs stewed in 
Hamilton’s zippy “gravy” (tomato sauce) 
and sweetened with whole basil leaves 
and large chunks of onion. The meatballs 
would make your nonna jealous: super- 
soft, beautifully seasoned loaves that 
practically fall apart as you bite them. 
The same combination of cheeses from 
the tuna melt adds a creamy note to 
the dish. 

Another dish thrills without any 
continental pedigree. Two years ago, 
Hamilton won the Middlebury Winter 
Carnival’s chili contest with a wonderful 
surprise — ground beef and beans 
stewed in red wine and chocolate. The 
stew misses none of the chile and cumin 
high notes of your average chili, but 
Hamilton adds tangy hints of red wine 
and creamy, earthy chocolate to the mix 
for a dazzling combination. 

While Costello's serves plenty 
of locals, aficionados of fine Italian 
food, drawn by those ads in La Cucina 
Italiana, have gone out of their way to 
try Hamilton’s dishes. The listing, says 
Costello, has brought fans from across 


I FOOD LOVER? ® 

S GET YOUR FILL ONLINE— 


LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE READER REVIEWS OF BOO* RESTAURANTS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/FOOD. 
TUESDAY. OR. DISH ON OUR FOOD FORUM AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/FORUM. 




LOOK UP RESTAURANTS ON YOUR PHONE: 

CONNECTTOM.SEVENDAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLED 
CUISINE. FIND NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AND MORE. 



: GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 
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More Bite 
Than Bark 


The Shelburne space that 
housed Bistro Sauce has 
been resurrected as an 
Adirondack-themed res- 
taurant serving gussied-up 
American comfort food. 

Last fall, owners jack and 

CAROLYN KOVAC and JENNIFER 

Sinclair purchased and 
gutted the defunct restau- 
rant at 97 Falls Road; they 
reopened it in mid- January 

as BARKEATERS RESTAURANT. The 

60-seat interior is decorated 
with odds and ends such as 
snowshoes and an old canoe 
behind the bar. “We pretty 
much love vacationing in the 
Adirondacks and that whole 
lodgy Adirondack feel,” says 
Sinclair, formerly co-owner 
of Colchester’s clover house 

RESTAURANT. 

At the kitchen's helm is 
8arbara cote, most recently 
the chef at links on the lake 
restaurant in Alburgh. Her 
menu has “a little bit of ev- 
erything,” says Sinclair. That 
includes hot sandwiches, 
salads and grouper tacos at 
lunch; blueberry pancalces, 
French toast and breakfast 
wraps on Saturday mornings; 
and a Sunday brunch spread 
with a choice of five “Bark 
Benedicts.” One is built on a 
crab cake; another is served 
atop prime rib with chipotle 
hollandaise sauce. 

During dinner, early 
adopters have been ordering 
lamb lollipops - 
of grilled lamb, Vermont 
chevre and arugula pesto 
— as well as two entrees: 
espresso-crusted pork 
tenderloin, and lobster-and- 
crab-crusted haddock. 

The Kovacs are oeno- 
philes, and Barkeaters' wine 
list has 16 selections by 
the glass — including two 
sparkling wines — as well 


as several by the half bottle. 
The cellar list is heavy on 
heartier reds and full-bodied 
whites. 

Five Vermont beers are on 
tap, and the bottle selection 
includes a Flemish sour ale 
called Rodenbach Grand Cru. 

The term “barkeater," a 
literal translation from the 
Mohawk, has sometimes 
been used as a slur against 
Native Americans, but 
Sinclair resists that associa- 
tion. Instead, she calls it a 
symbol of self-reliance. “It’s a 
name for Indians [who] used 
to live off the land and eat 
bark,” she says. “That’s our 
whole thing.” 

Compared with the 
traditional winter sustenance 
of last resort, the fare at 
Barkeaters seems pretty 
refined. 


Pouring 
the Tropics 

CAFE VERDE BRINGS 
ESPRESSO AND 
EXOTIC SODAS TO 
PLAINFIELD 
Drivers negotiat- 
ing the sharp turn 
in the middle of 
Plainfield may 
find themselves 1 

distracted by a 
pair of purple-lit 
windows at 20 
School Street, I 

beside local potion. 

It may look like a 
head shop, but it’s 
the newly opened 
cafe verde, and the 
purple haze comes 
from grow lights 
trained on flats of 
wheatgrass that 
owners Robert and 

YANA WALDER juice 

up for customers. 

The Walders, who opened 
tiny Cafe Verde in December, 
also sell a wide range of 
espresso drinks, Taza hot 
chocolates and dandelion 


lattes, as well as cold mate 
based and fruit-infused 
sodas that they brew at their 
home in the woods outside 
Plainfield. 

The couple and their two 
children moved here two 
years ago from Nantucket, 
where Robert Walder 
worked as a barista for 
a caterer who delivered 
espresso drinks to special 
events. After a year, the pair 
began looking for an ideal 
place for a cafe — and found 
it when the former Plainfield 
Hardware became available. 

Cafe Verde showcases 
single-origin coffees such as 
a medium-roast Mocha Java 
and a light-roast Costa Rican. 
“[Robert] is a complete 
espresso snob,” says Yana. 

The sodas include a 
soursop-and-vanilla “frob- 
scottle,” a thick soda named 
for a concoction in a Roald 
Dahl novel. The Walders 
also offer a range of “fizzle- 
blitzes," lighter, fruit-infused 
mate sodas in flavors such as 
triple citrus, passionfruit and 
tangerine, and mora berry. 
“It’s really fun tropical stuff 



for the middle of winter in 
Vermont," says Yana Walder. 

The soursop frobscottle 
was born from a trip the 
Walders took to the 
Caribbean last winter. “We 
met one of the last Carib 
Indians on Tortola, and that 
was amazing. That’s how 


[Robert] got the idea,” says 

The sodas are pulled from 
a tap at the three-seat bar, 
which also displays small 
morsels including homemade 
truffles, goji-berry fudge and 
baklava infused with lime 
and orange-blossom water. 

In Wine 
We Trust 

L'AMANTE CHEF GETS CERTIFIED 
It’s a rare honor for an 
oenophile to be certified a 
master sommelier. It’s even 
less common to become a 
master of wine through the 
international Wine & Spirit 
Education Trust, kevin cleary, 
chef-owner of Burlington’s 
l’amante, is well on his way to 
achieving that goal. 

Unlike sommelier 
certification, which in- 
volves familiarity with the 
intricacies of wine service, 
becoming a master of wine 
means knowing all about 
viticulture, vinification and 
the wine business. Over the 
last two years, Cleary has 
studied from home and 
traveled eight times to 
New York to be tested 
with essays, case studies 
and demanding blind 
tastings. “If you want to 
learn about wine, it’s not 
for the casual learner," 
he says. 

Earlier this month, 
Cleary and his wife, 
kathi, headed to the 
Wine & Spirit Education 
Trust’s home base in 
London to pick up 
his diploma. It makes 
Cleary’s achievements 
official but doesn't 
declare him a master of 
wine yet: He still has a 
two-year course of study 
to complete before he 
joins the 288 current 
worldwide masters. 

Why go through the gru- 
eling process? For one thing, 
Cleary wanted the cred to 
offer wine education here 
at home. He has applied to 
the Wine & Spirit Education 
Trust to become a local 
approved program provider 
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The .Joshua I’anda Hand 
Winter Waltz Residency 
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Beginning this Wednesday, 

January 26th, 8-10:30 pm 
& every Wednesday Night thru Feb. 16th 


We’ve Gone ]VIad! 

Buy your Mad River Glen midweek ticket 
at the 'Cake AND GET FREE FOOD!!! 

$35 gets you a lift ticket and a bacon, egg & cheese 
crepe at the Skinny 

$39 gets you a ticket & any crepe on the menu! 
Save $10? Oh, you can!!! 
www.sklnnypancake.com 
60 Lake St., Burlington 540-01 88 
89 Main St., Montpelier Z62-2253 


TRY OUR NEW 

CHIPOTLE 

CHEDDAR 

BREAKFAST SANDWICH 

i 

■ Made with the best ingredients! 
1 Local Eggs, Cabot Cheddar, 

( Fresh Salsa, and Chipotle 

■ Hollandaise on our Organic 
1 Jalapeno-Cheddar Roll. 


Part of our new 
Breakfast Sandwich 
Menu, served daily 



149 S. Champlain St., Downtown Burlington 
102-540-0060 www.augustfirstvt.com 


rt\9VNTHIN ^R^N5 
AfflRK^T 5> bSLI 

Organic fr Local Produce ■ Full Service Deli 
All Natural Groceries ■ Fresk Vermont Meat * Artisan Ckeese 
Vitamins Beauty Products • Bulk Grains, Spices, Coffee & Teas 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • (802)453-8538 
25 Mountain View Street, Bristol, Vermont 
First left off Mountain Street. Located Behind Sbaws. 



Send & receive neighborhood news at: FrontPorchForum.com 



Friday, February 11 e 8:30-1 1PM 



food 


La Dolce Middlebury 

the country. (The only other Vermont 
restaurant to have one is A1 Ducci's 
Italian Pantry in Manchester.) Costello 
recounts how one diner came for a 
second visit with about 20 friends, all 
wanting to eat Hamilton’s porchetta. 
“They bought two whole ones,” she says. 

What exactly is porchetta? The 
classic Italian roast varies, but it's 
often a whole pig — skin, fat and all — 
heavily salted, seasoned, rolled, tied and 
slow-cooked until it’s fall-apart tender. 
Hamilton describes the porchetta 
trucks that roam Italy’s roads selling 
sandwiches of sliced meat. “The big 
white truck pulls up, and they slice it for 
you plain,” he says. 

Hamilton and Costello first tried 
porchetta in Umbria. "Just outside Rome 


burning wood and rendering pork fat, 
overpowering even Hamilton's intense 
gravy. This goes on for 10 hours. 

When Hamilton slices a porchetta 
fresh out of the oven, it falls apart 
like pulled pork. He grabs one of his 
homemade rolls — flaky and crisp 
outside, soft as a cloud inside — and 
dips it in the deep pool of pan drippings. 
Into the bun go chunks of meat, with 
seasonings evenly distributed. After a 
second dip of the bun in the drippings, 
Hamilton closes the sandwich and slices 
it in two. No condiments, no cheese, no 
veggies. Just pure, porkgasmic taste. 

Not everything Costello’s sells is 
made on the spot. Some customers ask 
for their porchetta on Vie de France 
sub rolls — a parbaked, frozen product 



Sandwich' al 


is known for it, too, but we haven’t tried 
it there yet,” Hamilton says. “Mine is 
probably more like in Orvietto, between 
Umbria and Rome.” 

One thing that sets his porchetta 
apart is an abundance of fennel. After 
rubbing a large, flattened pork roast 
with salt, cracked pepper, crushed garlic 
and sage, Hamilton sprinkles the meat 
with fennel seeds and precious fennel 
pollen, then places a jungle of the herb’s 
fronds across the roast and rolls it. The 
drippingly moist finished product has a 
strong anise flavor from the fennel, but 
sage and garlic also sing. 

Hamilton’s method of smoking 
porchetta is unique, too. After he throws 
the roast beast in the extra-large oven, 
the chef fills a hotel pan with paper, egg 
cartons and apple wood. Then he sets 
it on fire and plops it beside the pork. 
Fruity smoke billows from the oven 
as if it were a fog machine. Slowly, it 
fills the whole store with the aroma of 


that Hamilton finishes himself for 
crusty, warm bread. Imported meats, 
cheeses and other specialty products 
are also big business for the market. 
Fans of Hamilton’s porchetta may want 
to try finocchiona, or Tuscan fennel 
salami. Other hard-to-find Italian meats 
include hot and sweet coppa, guanciale 
and a prosciutto di Parma of such high 
quality that it retails for $28.95 a pound. 

The lack of seating gives the market 
room for a rich array of imported and 
native goods. Local Castleton Crackers 
sit not far from Asian green-mustard 
powder. Hamilton’s own mostarda 
of fig, pear, dried cherry and apricot 
occupies one counter, others hold tins 
of anchovies, both real and made of 
chocolate, and about 60 varieties of 
wine from Italy and Vermont. 


More food after the 
classified section, page 41 






SEVEN DAYS 



PULL THIS SECTION OUT FOR MAXIMUM ENJOYMENT. 


NEW STUFF ONLINE EVERY DAY! PLACE YOUR ADS 24/7 AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM 





SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


housing » 

APARTMENTS, 
CONDOS & HOMES 

on the road » 

CARS, TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES 

pro services » 

CHILDCARE, HEALTH/ 
WELLNESS, PAINTING 

buy this stuff » 

APPLIANCES, KID STUFF, 
ELECTRONICS, FURNITURE 

music & art» 

INSTRUCTION, CASTING, 
INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE 

support » 

AA, SMOKING CESSATION, 
GLBT, SURVIVORS 

jobs » 

NO SCAMS, ALL LOCAL, 
POSTINGS DAILY 
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fcf)A FOR SALE BY OWNER 

m-854-5iiia) J_ List your property here for 2 weeks for only $45! Contact Ashley 864-5684, fsbo@sevendaysvt.com 

VIRTUALLY BRAND NEW HOME BOLTON VALLEY CONDO MOBILE HOME IN HINESBURG 



$96,900. 

802-238-2121. 






BANDS/MUSI- 

CIANS[coitj 

LOOKING TO START A 


FOR SALE 




> PIANO-TUNING 
£ SERVICE 

§ ing rate. 802-652-0730. 


GAS & OIL: [ 


REAGAN DEAD. WARDS 


BASS LESSONS 


MUSICIANS NEEDED 


only by mail. SIO ca: 


INSTRUCTION 


All ages/skill levels/ 




CLASSICAL GUITAR 


GUITAR INSTRUCTION 

net. 802-864-7195. 

GUITAR INSTRUCTION 

All styles/levels. 


Auditorium. City Hall to 




PIANO LESSONS FOR 
ALL AGES 





PUBLIC HEARING 




STREET (RM. Ward 3) 


Halt 149 Church Street. 




(ELM. Ward 5) BLUE SKY 




NORTH AVENUE (RL 
Ward 4) SALVATORE 
MATANO TRUSTEE OF 


STREET (UR/DW-PT, 
Ward 3) CEDO 


NOTICE OF TAX SALE 




Dscal/tax year(s) 1996 






Lot Number # 054-2- 




deductible ofSIO.OOO. 


City of Burlington 


(SMS Site #94-1631) and 


under the VT PCF after 


Room 12, City Hall, 149 

Vermont 05401 on 
February 7. 2011 at 10:00 

Dated at the City of 
of Chittenden and State 








PROPOSED ZA-11-06- 



AGE/SEX/FIXED: 1-year-old, neutered male 
BREED: Rottweiler mix ENERGY LEVEL: High 
SIZE/WEIGHT: 74 lbs REASON HERE: Stray 
KID FRIENDLY: (13+) 

SUMMARY: Bromley is a friendly, tolerant and affectionate young dog who will make a wonder- 
ful new companion for an active home! Large and very strong, Bromley at times seems mostly 
unaware of his size and can be somewhat careless with his teeth when excited. However, being 
food motivated and very responsive to verbal direction, it will likely be easy to build upon his 
previous training and help him to develop better manners. Sweet natured and playful, Bromley 
will make a great companion in a savvy home where he will get plenty of exercise and love! 


Visit me at HSCC, 142 Kindness Court, South Burlington, Tuesday through 
Friday from 1 to 6 p.m., or Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 862-0135. 


Humane 

Society 

of Chittenden County 






crossword «_ > 





STATE OF VERMONT 
DISTRICT OF 
CHITTENDEN. SS. 
PROBATE COURT 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 








NOTICE: To All Customers of Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom 

Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom is the designated "Eligible Telecommunications Car- 
rier ter univetsal service purposes in its service area The goal d univeisal service is to provide 
all citizens access toessential telecommunications services. 

Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom provides single-party residence and business service 
at rates which range from $13.40 to $2640 per month per line (exduding all taxes and additional 
tees that are required by state and federal government agencies). This indudes access to: 

• Long Distance Carriers • Operator Services 

• Emergency Services • Directory Assistance 

• Toll Blocking • Telecommunications Relay Services 


Use of these services may result in added charges. 

Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom otters qualified customeis a monthly telephone 
discount through the LitelinsAJnk Up Program . It you are age 66 or dder with Income less than 
$25,496 or under 65 with an income less than $21 ,855 you may be eligible. Applications and 
intermatien available by calling AHS Economic Services Division at 1-800-479-6151. 

In addition, Waitsfield aid Champlain Valley Telecom provides one copy of Its annual local 
telephone dlredcry without charge. Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom would be pleased 
to provide spedli c rates upon request. 

Questions? Please contact Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom at 800-496-3391 . 









SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS » 


Show and tell. 


Open 24/7/365. 

( fjp\ J Post & browse ads 
yjy at your convenience. 



Extra! Extra! 

There's no limit to 
ad length online. 



THE COMPASSIONATE 
FRIENDS 
















BEREAVEMENT 




NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS (NA) 






SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE 
SUPPORT GROUP Meets 
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North Country Hospital). 


PUZZLE ANSWERS: fromp.c-s 
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BUYING A HOUSE? 

See all Vermont properties online now at 

sevendaysvt.com/homes 







ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTMYJOB 
PRINT DEADLINE: NOON ON MONDAYS (INCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 

FOR RATES & INFO: MICHELLE BROWN, 802-865-1020 X21, 

MICHELLE®SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL SOURCE. SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS 


BUSINESS 

MANAGER 

for Deep Root Organic 
Truck Farmers Cooperative 
in Johnson, VT 


Qualifications: full-charge bookkeeper and/or 
accounting degree. Job description: conversion from 
Quickbooks to industry software, month-end and 
year-end financial statements, payroll and grower 
payments, all accounting duties. Workload follows 
growing season, 3/4 time June - Jan., 1/3 time Feb.- 
May, flexible hours. Compensation starts at $16/hour. 
Contact: riverberryfarm@comcast.net. 



HOUSING RESOURCE CENTER 
COORDINATOR 

Consider joining 
COTS and help create 
homelessness! 


COTS Housing Resource Center is looking 
for a talented leader to build and strengthen our homeless 
prevention initiatives. 

The ideal candidate will have demonstrated success in creating 
strategic alliances, leveraging resources, and developing or 
enhancing new programs. Minimum of three years' experience 
is required in project management, budgeting and finance, and 
knowledge of housing issues and resources. Bachelor's degree in 
an appropriate discipline is also required. 

The successful candidate will have an entrepreneurial spirit and a 
track record of professional success. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

COTS seeks an experienced development professional to manage 
major fundraising events, including annual COTS Walk in May 
and December Phonathon. Be part of innovative and creative 
development team. 

Are you masterful at managing multiple projects? Duties for this 
job include recruiting and matching volunteer skills with COTS' 
needs; soliciting sponsors and donors for special events; and 
making sure events stay on schedule and within budget. 

The candidate must have strong verbal and written communication 
skills, be at ease with public speaking and have successful track 
record in overseeing large fundraisers. Five years' development or 
relevant fundraising experience required. 

Electronic applications are preferred. 

Please, no phone calls. Positions will remain open until filled. 

Send cover letter and resume to: 

Human Resources, COTS 

PO Box 1616, Burlington, VT 05402-1616 

Email: jobs@icotsonllne.org 


EOEJTY relay 1-800-545-3323 



Internet publisher 
seeks web application 
developer (LAMP). 
Williston-based company is hiring 
a second web app developer 
for coding, testing, app 
maintenance and prototyping. 
Experience with PHP5, HTML5/ 
CSS required. Competitive salary 
plus benefits. Learn more at 

www.bfpublishing.com/careers 

Send cover letter and resume to 

jobs@bfpublishing.com 


EARLY 

CHILDHOOD 

POSITION 

available, Working in a high- 





Education and experience preferred, 
but willing to train the 
right person. 

For more information, 
please call Crystal at The PlayCare 
Center of Richmond, 
802-434-3891. 


WEB DESIGNER 

Fuse, a leading marketing agency that connects brands 
with teens and young adults, is seeking a web designer to 
conceive and create digital work for web and other interactive 
media. 

Ideal candidates will have relevant youth-culture design 
experience. 3+ years of experience and strong proficiency in 
Adobe CS is required. Web development experience a plus. 

For a complete job description, and to apply, please visit: 

www.fusemarketing.com/jobs. 


% 

AUEarth 

RENEWABLES 

Field &ShopTechnician 

AUEarth Renewables is looking for a technically adept, engineering-oriented, 
self-motivated individual to become part of our Field & ShopTeam.This 
position involves all aspects of field work including site preparation, Solar 
Tracker /Wind Turbine installation, minor landscaping and any follow-up 
work necessary. When not busy in the field, this position will work in our 
manufacturing shop to help assemble Trackers/Turbines, We are looking for 
a bright individual with a technical inclination who can work collaboratively 
to solve problems on the spot and who is passionate about growing and 
promoting renewable energy. A significant amount of outside work and 
local travel will be required. May also work with others to train new dealers/ 
installers as we grow and expand our market. 

Job Requirements: A two-year degree and at least three years' experience 
in the workplace; experience using power tools and a Bobcat; ability 
to work flexible hours and overtime when needed: ability to be a good 
problem solver; excellent customer service and people skills; above-average 
communication skills; basic computer skills; average eye-hand coordination; 
ability to discern colors; ability to perform physically demanding activities 
such as climbing ladders, bending, stooping, lifting, etc.; valid motor vehicle 
license; stellar safety record. 




aapplica 




C-10 jobs d! 


ATTCMTinM depdi iixcdc- postyourjobsatsevendaysvt.com/jobsforfastresults. 
Ml I LIN I IUIN r\tl_r\UI I tr\0. OR. CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 




POSITIVE PIE Isan upscale/casual restaurant in Montpelier. 

Must have: • high level of emotional intelligence • extensive 
service, food and wine knowledge • ability to multitask and 
problem solve • ability to remain positive and level headed 
Under high Volume and high-stress sifuatbns • ability to 

maintain and be held accountable for labor and 
in-depth knowledge of restaurant 
I POS systems and Microsoft Office • most 

rtant|y, the ability to motivate and cultivate 
a stall ol 30 while offering a warm, inviting, 

1 Please send resumes to carlo®positivepie,com. 


MfAm 

NURSES 

Home Care Specialists 


a Clinical Manager. Use your skills and experience to lead a 
hospice interdisciplinary team and ensure excellent clinical 
and social care. You will develop relationships within the 

members, manage cases and staff, write care plans and 

• Current VT RN license in good standing (BSN preferred) 

• Hospice casc^managcmcnt experience required ^ 


Sign-on bonus available upon hire. Benefits include medical, 
dental and life insurance; paid time off; weekly pay and direct 
deposit; tuition reimbursement; 401(k) with company match; 
opportunities for career advancement. 

To apply send resume to 
Heather Ratcliffe, Recruiter 
(973-6S6-042S), at hratcliffe@bayada.com, or visit 


Activities Leader 


1-5 p.m., Monday 9 a.m.-5:00 p.m., and 


RENEWABLE 
ENERGY SYSTEMS 

and 

SUSTAINABLE 

AGRICULTURE. 

Carbon Harvest Energy is 

a developer of greenhouse 
aquaponlcs systems 
(hydroponics + aquaculture) 
fueled by landfill-gas-to- 
energy power plants. Our 
company is growing rapidly, 
with projects in Vermont, 
New Hampshire and New 
York. We seek experienced 
and creative professionals to 
lead our design, operations 
and administration teams in 
the following positions: 


• Greenhouse Manager 

• Aquaculture or 
Aquaponics Manager 

• Mechanical Enqineer 

• Administrative / Business 
Development Assistant 

See www.carbonharvest 
energy.com for details and 
contact information. 


■"Icarbon 
“Pi harvest 


Temporary File Librarian 

Merchants Bank is seeking a talented individual to fill our temporar; 
file librarian position in our South Burlington Loan Library. The 
position is full time, Monday through Friday 8 am to 5 pm. The 
position is available now and may extend approximately three 
months. There is potential for this temporary assignment to becorni 

The primary focus for this temporary assignment will be tracking 
of Hazard Insurance. This process will entail the tracking of 
all cancelations, renewals, and continuous monitoring of hazard 
insurance notifications that the bank has already received. The 
process will also include the need to set ticklers and inform 

securing loans secured by applicable collateral. The temporary hire 


reSgTo “commercial^ Account’s! Th^prace^willTlso Sd'e'jhe 
need to review loan documents and differentiate between multiple 




• Knowledge of Fiserv Loan System, Nautilus, Windo 
Excel and PDF software. 


Please visit us in the “Careers" section of merCHatltS^f 
www.mbvt.com for the full position RAIIIf' 


EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER Member 


Voices Against Violence, a program providing shelter, 
support and advocacy services to victims/survivors of 
domestic and sexual violence in Franklin and Grand Isle 
counties is recruiting for an 

OUTREACH ADVOCATE/EDUCATOR. 

This position focuses on teen dating and sexual violence 
and is responsible for providing support and advocacy 
services to victims/survivors, providing outreach and 
training/education to service providers and teens 
aspartofa team and participating in collaborative 
systems work in service area. BA in human services or 
educational field or equivalent education and experience 
in related fields is necessary. 

Knowledge of domestic and sexual violence issues 
preferred. Must have excellent presentation and 
communication skills with ability to relate to youth and 
adults. Valid driver’s license and reliable transportation 
required. 40 hour^week with excellent benefits. 

Send cover letter and resume to 

Voices Against Violence, 

P.O.Box 72, 

St. Albans, VT 05478 
or voices@cvoeo.org by February' 14, 2011. 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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Community Relations Coordinator 


Do you love the idea of working 
for an organization that makes 
a difference every day? 


|! 




n County Home Health Agen 
are currently seeking a self di 


imfort of their hon 


vity and networking skills t 

Agency Promotion 


3 Home Health Circle, St. Alban 

mi 


[□□1 Home Health Agency, Inc. 

(802) 527-7531 www.fclilia.org 



Full-Time 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Downtown Burlington 
law firm is seeking a 
full-time administrative 
assistant. Experience 
in legal office helpful. 
Responsibilities include 
proofing and editing of 
documents, production 
of legal filings, all 
general office tasks. 
Qualifications: Strong 
computer skills, excellent 
organizational skills, 
and proven excellence 
in proofing and editing. 
Competitive benefits and 

Interested persons please 
email letter and resume 

to kmcclennan@ 
shemsdunkiel.com. 


Join our 

employee family! 

# Competitive Wages 
• 5 . Generous Discount 

# The BEST Customers 
& Co-workers 

< $t Energetic Culture J 

GARDENER'S SUPPLY CALL CENTER: 
Customer Sales & Service 

128 Intervale Road, Burlington, VT 05401 
For more info, call 660-4611 

We have SEASONAL positions 
through July 10 

W; | iuau | WiL/Ai iliilii ] 


fiARDENERjC 

SUPPLY COMPANY 

Seasonal 
Call Center Jobs 

Spring Job Fair 

3:00-5:30 PM 

Wednesdays, February 2,9 & 16 

k\U J M I M i. kki tVWl jIuHl Id A i J kJ 


www.gardeners.com 

Download our job application TODAY and bring the completed form to our job fair! 
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S 3 community Small Business 
|^r loan fund Loan Assistant 

The Vermont Community Loan Fund, a nonprofit financial 
institution, is recruiting a loan assistant to help us meet our 
goal of providing economic opportunities to low- and moderate- 
income Vermonters. This full-time position will assist our Director 
of Business Programs in all aspects of small-business loan 
processing and servicing. 

The ideal candidate will have knowledge and experience in 
supporting small-business lending and enjoy handling a variety 
of tasks on a daily basis. Strong working knowledge of Office 
software is required. Experience with loan-servicing software is 
desired. 


:r letter, resume and salary requirements to hr6vcif.org. 
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I Centerpoint - 

V J 


Ready to Join our Team? 

Centerpoint School is seeking a 

School Social Worker 


Centerpoint offers a variety of employment opportunities for 

Our positions include competitive salary, a comprehensive 
benefits package, a dedicated staff team, ongoing professional 
development and creative work with great teens and families. 
If you would like to be part of our team, please send a letter 
highlighting your skills and talents along with your resume to: 

humanresources@centerpointservices.org 


Director of Programming 


healthy youth development and community wellness in Essex, Essex 
Junction and Westford, Vt, is seeking a dynamic and creative individual with 
extensive experience in youth-program design and supervision (for ages 9 - 
18) to fill the Director of Programmingposition. 

The Director of Programming at Essex CHIPS will: 

* Supervise design and delivery of innovative direct-service programming 

wilderness-based programminga plus). 

• Recruit, train and supervise direct-service staff and volunteers. 


programming. 

• Ensure that clear program objectives and the necessai 
and procedures are in place to support high-quality dii 
programming. 

Full job description and qualifications available atwww.c 
(click on Job Opportunities). 


their 


Wessex 

CHiPS 


Accounting Controller 

Canadian taxation and accounting regulations a strong plus. Salary D.O.E. Send resume to jisaacson® 
aprilcorncllhoIdings.com. full job description at www.aprilcornell.com/category/jobs. 



Counseling Service 

of Addison County, Inc. 

Become a Part of Our Exceptional Team.' 


Community Rehabilitation and Treatment Program 

Crisis Support Services Coordinator Seeking Masters level mental health professional with 
strong familiarity in recovery approaches for coping with major mental health conditions, as well 
as excellent leadership, organizational, and teaming skills to coordinate an innovative new project 
designed to create new resources for adults coping with mental health crises in Addison County 
Responsibilities will include coordinating a 1-2 bed crisis support program co-located at a group 
home site, as well as assisting with other crisis support services in collaboration with our Emer- 
gency Team This is a full time benefit eligible position. Applicant must have a clean, valid driver's 
license. 

Crisis Support Consultant Seeking Masters level or well experienced mental health professional 
with excellent counseling skills and a strong familiarity with recovery approaches for coping with 
major mental health conditions to participate in an innovative new project offering residential sup- 
port. supportive counseling, and service coordination for adults coping with mental health crises in 
Addison County. 

Responsibilities include assisting with staffing a residential crisis support program as well as some 
off site crisis service coordination This is a full time benefit eligible position Applicant must have 
a clean, valid driver's license. 


Adult Outpatient Program 

Emergency Team Clinician - Weekends: Master's-level Mental Health Professionals with excellent 
clinical skills and crisis experience wanted for a part-time or full-time benefit eligible positions on our 
agency Emergency Team, working one or three week-end shift(s) per month. 52 hours per shift This 
person will provide face-to-face and phone intervention to individuals m crisis. A concentrated Satur- 
day AM through Monday at noon schedule leaves most of your days free Weekend hours ore worked 
from home with some call-outs. 

Prior experience providing mental health services in community settings is desirable Licensure pre- 
ferred Strong assessment skills and willingness to collaborate broadly are required. Applicant must 
live within 30 minutes of Middlebury 

Emergency Team Clinician- Weekdays: Seeking an energetic, flexible Master's level mental health 
clinician to provide phone and face-to-face crisis intervention Requires excellent assessment skills, 
sound clinical judgment, a strong team orientation, and commitment to community mental health 
Excellent orientation, supervision and support provided Prior experience providing mental health ser- 
vices m community settings is desirable Licensure preferred Part-time or full-time, some negotia- 
tion possible Benefits available. Applicant must live within 30 minutes of Middlebury 


For a complete list of Job Opportunities 


Apply to: CSAC Human Resources i 
VT 05753 applv@c 

Equal Opporumiry Employer (802) 388-6751 ' 


: Middlbury, 
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Sales Associates 

Pet Food Warehouse, a locally owned pet food and supplg business, 
is looking for full-time sales associates to provide superior customer 
service and assist with store projects. Candidates must be reliable 
and hardworking, have the ability to repetitively lift 
50 lbs., and a desire to learn about our products. Must also love 
pets and have great people skills! Please apply in person at: 

Pet Food Warehouse, 2500 Williston Rd., 2. Burlingtoa or 
2455 Shelburne Rd., Shelburne 


@ jobs C-15 






C-16 jobs (§) 


ATTCMTIHM DCPDI IITCDC- POSTYOURJOBSATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBSFORFASTRESULTS. 

Ml I DIN I IUIN KtLlAUI I Dr\o. or. contact michelle brown: michelle@sevendaysvt.com 


THE RED CROSS OF VERMONT AND THE NH VALLEY 


ReTcmss Development Officer 


The Red Cross of Vermont and the NH Valley is seeking a dynamic person to be part of the Red Cross team. 
The successful candidate will lead a region wide development effort in Vermont and part of NH and be 
responsible for direct mail solicitation, leadership gift growth and maintenance, United Way development 
and representation, and the leadership of region wide area Advisory Boards supporting Red Cross's mission. 
The position will report to the CEO in Burlington. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

•Candidates mustbeexperiencedin a variety of successful efforts: growing and maintaining thedevelopment 
of direct mail campaigns, major gift acquisition, region wide fund-raising volunteer recruitment and 
leadership, community relations, and coordination and leadership of special events. Capability to travel 
throughout the Vermont and NH Upper Valley region in own vehicle will be expected. 

• Candidates should be able to demonstrate strong oral and written communication skills, along with the 
ability to be well organized. Experience in maintenance, organization, and manipulation of fundraising 
software and desktop publishing is mandatory. 

The Red Cross of Vermont and the NH Valley offers a competitive salary and benefit package. Salary will be 
negotiated on the basis of successful broad experiences in the development field. 

/e written 


the Upper Valley of NH. 



HOUSING RESOURCE 
SPECIALIST 

Consider Joining the dedicated team at 
COTS and helping to make a difference! 


COTS Housing Resource Center is a community center for those 
seeking financial assistance and resources to secure housing 
and prevent homelessness. 

The Housing Specialist works directly with at-risk households 
identifying and implementing effective strategies for 
maintaining their housing. The Specialist collaborates actively 
with other community programs and resources in order to 
maximize positive outcomes for clients. 

The successful candidate should be familiar with the needs 
of the homeless population, have a working knowledge of 
housing issues and systems at local and state levels, and be 
familiar with community social-services resources. Bachelor's 
degree in an appropriate discipline is required. Basic knowledge 
of computer programs necessary. 

Send cover letter and resume to: 

Human Resources, COTS 

PO Box 1616, Burlington, VT 05402-1 61 6 

Email: jobs@cotsonline.org 

EOE.TTY relay 1-800-545-3323 


New, 

local, 

scam- 

free 

jobs 

posted 

every 

day! 

sevendaysvt. 

com/classifieds 


Want A Fun And Exciting Career With The WCAX-TV New Media Department? 
WCAX-TV is looking fora 
NEW MEDIA COORDINATOR 

This pnsitinn Is perfect fora highly organized, detail-oriented individual 
who has knowledge of web technology and marketing practices. 

This individual will be responsible for various operations that keep the new 
media department running as smoothly and efficiently as possible. 

; Internet 


Please submit resumes to jobs@>wcax.com 
or fax to 802 652-8449. 


Gardener's Supply Company, an employee-owned 
company and America's leading catalog and web source 
for innovative gardening products, is seeking a talented 
and experienced full-time Photographer to join its 
Creative Department. 


Staff Photographer 


We're searching for an individual who has 1 0+ years of 
work experience in the field of photography, particularly 
in product photography and large-scale photo shoots, 
both in studio and on location. The Photographer will 
provide photographic services and expertise in support of 
product sales, product information, gardening content, 
and brand communication. The Photographer will ensure 
that all images follow best practices in digital capture and 
color management. This person will supervise members 
of die photo team, including the Photo Producer/Stylist 
and freelance photo assistants. Successful candidates will 
have an expertise in camera systems, proficiency in digital 
capture software and Adobe Creative Suite. This person 
should have a solid photographic background and 
portfolio that reflects the breadth and depth of all of our 
product categories. 

Now in our 28th year, we’re proud of our commitment 
to working hard AND having fun. We provide employees 
with a supportive teamwork environment, strong 
cultural values, competitive wages and excellent benefits 
(medical, dental, 3 weeks vacation to start, profit 
sharing, stock ownership and a terrific product discount). 
Interested? Please send your resume/cover letter and the 
most relevant examples of your work to jobs@gardeners. 
com or Gardener's Supply Company, 128 Intervale Road, 
Burlington, VT 0S40 1. 

www.gardeners.com 
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Vermont Tent Company 

Event Coordinator 

Vermont Tent Company is looking for an experienced 
and enthusiastic individual to join our team as an 
Event Coordinator. We want candidates who are able 
to coordinate multiple tasks at once, communicate 
effectively with clients, and provide excellent 
customer service. In addition, the ideal candidate will 
have previous sales experience, excellent writing skills, 
creativity with color and design, attention to detail, 
and a great sense of humor. Previous experience in 
the wedding and special event industry is a must. 
Send resume, cover letter, and salary requirements to: 
jobs@vttent.com or fax to 802.863.6735. 

No phone calls, please. 


Equity Services 
Incorporated' 


Securities Operations Representative 

This position is responsible for servicing registered 
representatives, branch office supervisors, field staff, 
clients and internal staff. Calls frequently involve 
researching discrepancies, performing in-depth research 
and problem solving. We are looking for candidates with a 
FINRA Series 7 license and demonstrated ability to perform 
quality work in a fast-paced environment. 
Securities and investment advisory services are offered 
solely by Equity Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
One National Life Drive, Montpelier, VT 05604 
(802)229-3900 


Community Mentor 

28 HOURS /WEEK 

ide supervision for juvenile probationers and at-risk youth 
;r the Balanced and Restorative Justice Model, 
telor’s degree in human services or related held and 
'ant experience preferable (adolescents with delinquent 
'or at-risk behavior, substance-abuse issues, group 

. work with DCF Family Services; model and teach 
item solving, conflict resolution and social skills; do drug 

activities. Must have reliable vehicle, good driving record 
good people skills. Deadline February 4, 2011. 

Addison County Court Diversion & CJP 
P.O. Box 881, 282 Boardman Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
sharon@courtdiversion.com 


CLIENT SERVICES REPRESENTATIVE 

Fast-paced local web design firm needs a talented, energetic professional to provide exceptional 

given day. you might coach a client through setting up their email, troubleshoot a broken image on 
a website, work with our programmers to create estimates, and help to manage new website projects. 
You will need to perform all of these functions with uncompromising attention to detail and 
commitment to timely follow-through with customers. 

As the primary phone answerer, you will take the inidadve to identify and resolve client 
issues, schedule and coordinate website maintenance requests, and troubleshoot minor technical 
issues. We're looking for someone who can muldtask without losing their cool, communicate 
courteously with exceptional clarity via phone and email, and work independently and as part of a 
team. This full-time position offers a competitive salary and benefits. Come help Vermont Design 
Works continue its exceptional level of customer service. 

To request an interview, please submit a cover letter, 
resume and three references to jobs@vtdesignworks.com. 

\fermontDcsign V 




m 



SALES CAREER OPEN HOUSE 
Tuesday, February 1st 
3PM-7PM 

Tuesday, February 15th 
3PM-7PM 

28 Walnut Street Suite 110 
Williston, VT 05495 

Liberty Mutual will be hosting 
2 Career Open Houses at 
our Williston, VT office. Our 
management team will be 
available to meet with prospective 
candidates to discuss Sales career 
opportunities for openings in our 
Williston and Rutland locations. 

The event will offer the opportunity 
to learn more about our organization 
- currently ranked one ol Business 
Week's Top 50 Employers. 

It you would be interestedto attend 
please RSVP with via Rose King 
(802) 872-7778, to secure a scheduled 
interview time. Information sessions will 
be held hourly 


Interested parties who a 
encouraged to apply! 


WHAT’S NEEDED: Please bring a 
copy of your resume and complete 
the online assessment. 

To learn more , please visit 
www.LibertyMutualGroup.com 

To learn more about this career 
opportunity and apply online, visit: 


Job ID# 17923 

Inclusion is the answer. Liberty 
Mutual is an equal opportunity 
employer. 


Spruce 
Mountain 
inn A 


CLINICAL 

CASE 

MANAGER 

35-40-Hour Position 

Spruce Mountain Inn is a small, 
nationally known residential 
treatment program in Plainfield, 
Vt. We are seeking a detail- 
oriented person with excellent 
communication, problem-solving 
and clinical skills. Function as a 
member of a multidisciplinary 
team and provide intensive 
case-management services to a 
small caseload of young-adult 


desired. License preferred. 
Send Ittttr of interest and 


Spruce Mountain Inn 
PO Box 153 

Plainfield, VT 05667-0153. 
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_ r Z ZT . . Wake Robin provides a restaurant quality dining experience with full table 

WalCeKobin service for our residents and guests. This support position performs a variety 

of services in the kitchen area such as dishwashing, basic food prep, linen 

. . prep, food storage, general kitchen cleaning and, as assigned, performs bus 

Uisnwasner services in the main or auxiliary dining rooms. 

If you have high standards of service and a commitment to a dynamic 
resident-driven community, email hr@wakerobin.com or fax your resume 
with cover letter to: HR. (802) 264-5146. 


Insulation 
Labor Needed. 

Own transportation. No 
experience necessary. 

Call 

80S-3I6-I374 





\ ' 

© 
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Send cover letter and resume to: 

Frank Sadowski 
Gallagher, Flynn & Company 
55 Community Drive, Suite 401 
So. Burlington, VT 05403 

fsadowski@gfc.com 


m^Ascension Technology Corp. 


Network Administrator / 

Technical Support 

Ascension Technology Corporation (ATC) is growing. To accommodate 
that growth, ATC will increase its full-time IT staff. ATC seeks a 
qualified IT specialist with at least 5 years' experience in a corporate 
IT environment. Responsibilties include network administration & 
p desk, telephone PBX & voicemail maintenance, 
management, 
nt combination 

ATC is located a mile from the 1-89 IVIIton, Vt„ exit # 17. 

Email letter of interest and resume to: 

ehughlett@ascension-tech.com 


Program Director 

Vermont Agriculture Development Program (VADP) 

The Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund seeks a full-time program 
director for this newly created position. VADP’s purpose is to provide 
' ly specialized technical assistance to growth-stage, value-added 
agricultural entrepreneurs and enterprises in Vermont, especially 
those that require risk capital in order to take advantage of new 
market opportunities. 

Responsibilities include identifying and working with eligible 
agricultural entrepreneurs; assisting with technical assistance 
needs; helping to develop financing packages; and coordinating 
rvices with others in the agricultural, business assistance, financial 
id philanthropic community. The position requires comfort with 
all aspects of farming and food production, proven expertise in 

assembling financing packages, and statewide travel. 
See www.vsjf.org/resources/whats-new for 
full job description, qualifications and application 
instructions. 


Medical Office Specialist 

Part-time position; 2.0 hours/ week. Shelburne. 

Multifaceted position encompassing administrative and 
physician support . Lookingfora bright, pleasant and reliable 
Individual who is able to work in a fast-paced environment. 
Familiarity with scheduling, reception, billing, transcribing or 
tech work helpful. Send cover letter and resumeto 
kecmfk@netscape.net. 


Research and Prospect 
Management Specialist 

Office of Advancement 

Champlain College's Advancement office seeks an individual 
who will take the lead in the development, implementation 
and refinement of a systematic, strategic prospect-research 
and analysis program in support of the college's fundraising 
mission and goals. 

A bachelor's degree and a minimum of 3-5 years of prospect/ 
development-research experience in a higher education 
or nonprofit environment is required. Must possess strong 
analytical skills and the ability to synthesize a high volume 
of information and interpret it effectively for end-users. 
Ability to multitask and maintain a keen attention to 
detail is critical. The successful candidate will also possess 
excellent analytical and time-management skills. Must be 
adept at meeting frequent deadlines, and be self-motivated 
and -directed. Ability to identify and solve problems, and 
translate ideas into actionable steps is essential. 

The ideal candidate will be computer proficient, including 
ability with Microsoft Office appl ications, have experience with 
web-based research and research tools, and have experience 
with database operations and usage. Datatel experience is 
desired, but not required. Excellent interpersonal, written, 
and oral communication skills and adherence to the highest 
standards of confidentiality and discretion is a must. 

Submit a resume and cover letter online at www.champlain. 
edu/hr. The successful completion of a criminal background 
check is required as a condition of employment. Application 
deadline: February 1 3, 2011 . 


CHAMPLAIN 


Champlain College values, 
supports and encourages 
diversity of backgrounds, 
cultures and perspectives of 
students, faculty and staff. 
We are an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 






“The typical Seven Days reader — a young, hip, active, 
fun-loving Vermonter — is also the typical Lenny’s 
customer. The paper gives us statewide coverage for 
our three stores in Barre, Williston and St. Albans, so 
it was an economical buy. We also liked the idea of 
supporting a locally owned print media partner. 


Michael, our Accoimt Executive, is friendly, energetic 
and easygoing. He’s a great source of information and 
ideas. If he has a program he thinks is a good fit for 
Lenny’s, he’ll let us know — but he never tries to push a 
“package of the week” that doesn’t make sense for us. 


MARK AND TODD MCCARTHY 

Lenny's Shoe & Apparel 
Barre, Williston and St. Albans 
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and hopes, by May, to offer 
foundation courses in wine 
and spirits at L’Amante. He'd 
also like to teach higher-level 
classes so Vermonters hoping 
to become masters of wine 
don’t have to study alone like 

Cleary will put his skills 
to use at L’Amante’s series of 
regional wine dinners, which 
starts this week with a $35 
menu of specialties from 
Abruzzo. The weekly menus 
will continue through March 
3. Wine is extra, but when 
it comes to pairings, diners 
can expect to be in masterful 



Farm Aid 

MORE HELP FOR PETE'S GREENS 
Following the catastrophic 
barn fire at pete's greens in 
Craftsbury on January 12, 
scores of Vermonters have 
lent a hand, city market 
donated 1 percent of its sales 
last weekend, raising $5201 
to help rebuild the barn 
and buy new equipment. 
Vermont Public Interest 
Research Group has raised 
more than $7000. 

Want to help the cause 
while having some winter 
fun? Here are a few more 
events to add to the calendar. 

On February 4, applecheek 
farm in Hyde Park will open 
its banquet hall for a 
6 p.m. localvore dinner. The 
meal, prepared by jdcs just 

DELICIOUS CATERING, Will COSt 

$30 for adults, $15 for kids. 

Onion River Sports’ 
“Frozen Onion Winter Bike 
Race,’’ starting at Morse 
Farm Ski Touring Center 
in Montpelier at 10 a.m. 
on February 6, will donate 
all proceeds from its $25 
entrance fee to Pete’s Greens. 

HIGHLAND LODGE RESTAURANT 

in Greensboro will host a 
benefit dinner on February 
12 . 

CLAIRE'S RESTAURANT & BAR 

in Hardwick has been reliant 
on ingredients from Pete’s 
Greens since its inception. 

Its March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
dinner will raise funds for 
the farm. 


Costello’s closes Sunday and Monday 
to allow the couple time to relax. This 
is, after all, essentially Costello and 
Hamilton's retirement job. Before the 
market opened on February 4, 2007, 
Hamilton was chef at the Huntington 
House in Rochester. Costello says he told 
her, "I can't be behind a stove working 
the line, doing 250 heads a night, when 
I’m 60 years old.” 

They discussed opening a small 


restaurant of their own, but, says 
Hamilton, “Small restaurants rarely 
make much money.” With no servers — 
just a dishwasher — the couple’s market 
has low overhead. 

It's still a high-energy enterprise. 
Hamilton turns out dishes at a 
hummingbird's pace, while Costello 
provides the friendly customer service, 
handing over each sandwich or plate 
of pasta with a smile and a "Thanks for 
thinking of us today.” 

Costello says Hamilton doesn’t 


always relax on his days off — he’s 
busy experimenting and propping new 
dishes. “John’s just so creative,” she says. 
“He always tries new, different things. 
We always have the customer in mind so 
they don't get bored with us.” 

At an Italian market as rich in 
surprises as in tradition, there's no 
danger of that. © 
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Chinese New Year 
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Say you 
saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 



VIETNAM 


Specializing 
In Vietnamese 
& Thai Cuisine 

Lunch & Dinner 
Dine-in or carry-out 

Full menu available 
onlineatwww.7dvt.com * 
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Roll Out 
the Barrels 

In craft brewing, starting small can yield big results 


S ean Lawson had brewed beer at 
home for 20 years. Eventually, 
so many friends and neighbors 
were raving about it that 
he decided to get into commercial 
production. So Lawson built a petite red 
bam in a pine grove next to his house 
in Warren. He fitted the bam with a 
tiny, one-and-a-half-barrel MoreBeer 
brewing system as well as a Blichmann 
kettle and fermenter. And he spent the 
next year fine-tuning ales, India pale ales 
(IPAs) and stout. 

Three years later, he’s delivering 
12 cases of Lawson’s Finest Liquids to 
the Warren Store once a week, where 
it usually sells out the same day. He 
occasionally brings cases of 22-ounce 
bottles to the Montpelier farmers market, 
too, where a line of customers is usually 
waiting. Some of them travel from as far 
away as New York and Pennsylvania for 
brews such as Lawson’s Bourbon Barrel- 
Aged Fayston Maple Imperial Stout. 

Why? It could be his thoughtful, 
innovative blending of yeast and hops, 
some grown in his yard. Or the ultrasoft 
well water from beneath his house. Or 
maybe it’s Lawson’s creative flourishes 
— the 100 percent maple-sap base for 
his Maple Tripple; His infusions of 
cinnamon and sprigs of spruce in Red 
Spruce Bitter; and the citrus-like hops in 
his Double Sunshine IPA. 

It could be, too, that Lawson brews in 
such small batches, there's never quite 
enough of his product to go around. His 
production size makes Lawson part of 
the nanobrewery set — that is, breweries 
with five or fewer barrels. His customer 
base comprises beer aficionados who, 
like food localvores, appreciate beer 
made close to home. 

On a recent brewing day, Lawson's 
bam is filled with yeast-scented steam 
as he brings a batch of IPA to a boil. 
He alternates between checking its 
temperature and labeling bottles on 
a folding table. Ray Daniels' book 
Designing Great Beer: The Ultimate 
Guide to Brewing Classic Beer Styles sits 
nearby. Satisfied with the way the boil is 
going, Lawson invites me down to the 
basement. 

There, along one wall, six barrels 
that once held bourbon and whiskey 
are now aging Farmhouse Rye, Imperial 
Stout and Maple Tripple, among others. 
The last has been aging since spring. 
Lawson appears with two curvy glasses 
of his Maple Nipple Ale. Held up to the 
light, it’s a light amber. "This is barley, 
maple syrup, hops, yeast and water,” he 
says, pausing to reflect, it seems, on the 
transformative alchemy of such simple 
ingredients — the result is something 
much greater than its parts. And 


BY CORIN HIRSCH 


stronger: At 9 percent alcohol, one glass 
can cause a bit of a haze in the middle of 
one’s workday. 

For the Maple Nipple, Lawson 
uses Maine-grown barley, malted in 
Montreal, to give the beer a toasty flavor. 
The nose is wheat and candy; the first sip 
begins faintly sweet and ends on a bitter 
note. The sweetness grows on successive 
tastes. As a wine drinker who previously 
did not give beer props for complexity, I 
suddenly find myself searching for other 
hints of flavor. 

Lawson pours his newest product, the 
Double Sunshine IPA. The pale-yellow 
ale’s head is a lull inch thick, pillowy 
and dense. “You can smell this from 
an arm’s length away,” he says, and it’s 
true. It’s the smell of cannabis, as clear 
as can be. Hops contain cannabinoids, 
Lawson points out For this beer, he used 
a variety “that smells like Juicy Fruit” 
The beer has a hoppy bitterness but is 
infused with citrus flavors. 

Lawson thinks brewing in tiny 
batches has its benefits. The small 
scale allows him to experiment — with 
different grain and yeasts and minuscule 
changes in temperature — all the while 
remaining unhindered by the business- 
loan payments he might have on a larger 


operation. “I’ll raise the temperature on 
the mash just a degree, and people won’t 
notice the difference, but I will,” Lawson 
says. “This is kind of how I perfect my 
beers. I tinker with the ingredients. I 
have the freedom as a small brewer to do 
that.” 

Lawson notes that he can make 
“big” beers because his batches are so 
small. That’s “big” as in strong — up to 
11 percent alcohol — with flavor profiles 
that etch themselves in a drinker’s 
memory. 

As he notes how the flavor of his 
harvested ingredients changes from 
year to year, Lawson has gained a new 
appreciation for the consistency with 
which megabrewers such as Anheuser- 
Busch maintain a beer’s flavor over time. 
“Each year brings a new crop of hops 
and barley,” he says. “No way around 
that changing over time. I thought, 
Budweiser is a master of blending." 

O n the other side of the state, at 
the Vermont Beer Company in 
Bradford, a candylike aroma wafts 
through the back room of the brewpub 
that Adam Coulter opened last summer. 
He’s the chef/owner of the Perfect Pear 
Cafe in the same building. 




food 


The front 1 
cavernous, with e 
zigzagging along c 


i of the pub is 
i dark wooden bar 
; side, and the 
beams and stone walls 
you might expect in a former grist 
mill from the mid-19th century. The 
brewing operation can be seen from the 
restaurant through a large window. 

Coulter, who had been a home 
brewer for several years, decided to 
jump into commercial beer making 


when the space became available. He grows, and a 


system, but seems frustrated with its 
size. “Brewing is a labor of love. I love 
mashing in," Coulter says, using brewer 
lingo for the early stage of heating the 
malted barley and water. “But it would be 
a blessing to have a two-barrel system.” 

W hether their diminutive output 
is a blessing or a curse, Vermont 
brewers expect nanos and micros to 
keep flourishing as craft-beer fever 


checked out systems of ’ 

onfigurations and eventually 


it small. Very small: a $5000 Sabco with beer as with w 


Brew-Magic system with a half-barrel 
capacity. That makes Coulter’s the 


as you can get without a 
5-pound can boiling on 
your stove,” he says. 

How small is a 
half-barrel? “I brew 

Coulter explains. 

And he’s constantly 
brewing. In the months 
prior to his opening 
last summer, Coulter 
originated aline of what 
he calls “aggressive 
beers,” though he’s 
referring more to style 
than to alcohol content: Most fall within 
the 4 to 6 percent range, topping out 
with a Maple Oatmeal Stout at 8 percent 
that uses syrup from a maker in nearby 
Corinth. 

Coulter rolled out a red ale, a brown 
ale, an IPA and a porter, which he rotates 
among the four taps in the pub, and 
serves alongside gourmet pub food such 
as rosemary lamb stew and duck confit 


I TINKER WITH 
THE INGREDIENTS. 


freedom to experiment. “If you make a 
black IPA and it doesn’t come out the 
way you want, you don’t have that much 
beer,” he says, and adds, “The Black 
Pepper Porter was a total experiment.” 

The day before my visit, he was messing 
around with a new cream ale. To satisfy barrels. It’ 
the thirst of the growing number of hop But back 

heads, Coulter makes three times as 
much IPA as anything else. 

His reputation attracts beer 
enthusiasts to his pub from across the 
state. Yet, when Coulter brought some 
of his concoctions to the Vermont 
Brewers Festival in Burlington last 
summer, some people asked him, 

“Where’s Bradford?” he says. "Nobody 
knows where Bradford is. Next year I’m 
bringing a map.” 

Coulter brews two to three times a 
week, two batches each time. He has 
nothing but praise for his Brew-Magic 


nophiles realize they 


discover the same adventurous, 
constantly changing tasting experience 


If they make interesting beer and 
manage themselves responsibly, tiny 


Stowe Restaurant For Lease 

Very attractive, profitable, turnkey 65 seat restaurant 
With great clientele, staff, and lease in place. 
Outside deck and garden seating 

Leasehold Opportunity - Business Only - 5185,000 


Chef Joseph invites you 
to try our new winter 
seasonal menu... 


smallest commercial brewing operation breweries have only oi 

'. “This is about as economical And they’re the darlings of the business 


world. “I don’t know 
how many inquiries 
I get from a business 
owner [who] has half of 
a building unoccupied 
and says, ‘Get me a 
brewery; I'll get them 
a break in the rent,”' 
says Kurt Staudter, 
executive director of 
the Vermont Brewers 
Association. He points 
to tiny operations about 
to crop up in Chester 
and Saxtons River. 

Another will open this spring in an 
old freight house in South Royalton. 
Former Norwich Inn brewer Patrick 
Dakin will open his own brewpub with 
no more than four barrels and using 
an open-fermentation system — one 
controlled by the ambient temperature 
of the room. 

Dakin left the inn when the freight 
house came up for lease, offering him 


Like Lawson, Coulter relishes the the chance to brew in the town where 


he lives. "People are looking for things 
that are more locally crafted, and they 
love the idea of being able to buy beer 
from the guy down the road or in the 
next town,” he notes. “So you get these 
tiny little breweries of two or three 
' ;r to be successful.” 
Warren, Sean Lawson 
doesn’t plan to stay small forever. 
Though he originally hoped to make 
syrup in his bam, beer has trumped it 
so far. “The next step is a seven-barrel 
system,” he predicts. “Hopefully, this is 
the year.” © 





THE NEW TASTE 
OF LOVE. 

Come celebrate our 20 years of great-tasting rustic Italian 
cuisine with one of our twenty -twenty specials. We’ve 
lovingly added a new twist to your old favorites, 

FANTASTIC NEW MENU - 20 GREAT CLASSICS 


BE SMART. EAT WELL. ENJOY YOUR D 
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1.28 1 MUSIC 


High Strung 


Few string quartets merge classical and cutting edge as seamlessly as France's 
Quatuor Diotima. While continually executing the work of Classical- and 
Romantic-era greats, the ensemble also has more modern music, including new 
commissions, in its blood — and in its name, which is a tribute to 20th-century 
composer Luigi Nono's Fragmente-Stille, an Diotima. During a short tour of 
the U.S., the foursome, winners of the Contemporary Music prize at the London 
International String Quartet Competition in 
2000, incorporate that contemporary' perspective 
into these oldies but goodies, performed with 
breathtaking range: quartets by Franz Schubert, 

Leos Janacek’s Intimate Letters and Alban Berg's 
Lyric Suite. 


1.29 830 1 OUTDOORS 

Take a Bow-Wow 


Y ou don't need a hill to have a doggone 
good time sledding this weekend — but 
you do need a dog. Luckily, pups abound 
at the fifth annual Burke Mountain Sled Dog 
Dash; last year, more than 100 dog teams made 


this the largest sled dog race in New England, 
says co-organizer Marian Wafer. Mushers direct 
the canines through Kingdom Trails Nordic 
Center courses, and puppy lovers keep tabs on 
their travels from a snow-covered field — or by 
snowshoeing out to scenic overlooks. Spectators 
can also sample the sliding on personal sled dog 
rides or horse-drawn carriage outings. And don't 
miss the early morning skijoring, where dogs 
take a run with cross-country skiers in tow. 


calendar 



Take it from OutKast: “What’s cooler than bein’ cool? Ice cold!” The fifth annual 
Smuggs Ice Bash proves just how cool the ice can be through two days of gear 
demos and clinics that take full advantage of the mountain's varied climbing 
terrain. Climbers from all over the East Coast converge for on-the-rocks outings 
ranging from waterfall ice climbing to alpine 
climbing and glacier travel, as well as a Saturday 
evening slide-show presentation by New York 
climber Ian Osteyee. But the bash, organized by 
Sunrise Adventure Sports’ Bert Severin, actually 
kicks off on Friday — sans ice. Petra Cliffs hosts 
the first annual Vermont Indoor Dry-Tooling 
Competition, where about a dozen climbers 
battle it out on the wall, using IceHoldz to 
simulate a glacial experience. It’s a way for 
folks to “wear a T-shirt and still experience ice 
climbing,” says Severin. 



calendar 


PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Tots ages 3 to 5 read 
tivities. Brownell Library. Essex Junction. 10-10:45 
'STAR WARS' CLUB: May the Force be with you: 
ments. Brownell Library, Essex Junction, 3:30-4:30 


VALLEY NIGHT: Bread & Bones prove their acoustic 
folk prowess. Big Picture Theater & Cafe, WaitsField, 
7 p.m. $5 suggested cover. Info. 496-8994. 

NIGHT RIDER SERIES: Skiers and riders compete 
Valley Resort. 4:30 p.m. $18 includes lift ticket; $12 
WAX CLINIC: Toko representative Dave Boucher 


PAINTED WORD POETRY SERIES: A series high- 

info, 656-2005. 

PERFORMANCE & READING: SafeArt founding 
An Anthology or SafeArt Writing 2000-2010, a 

Hubbard Library. Montpelier. 7-8:30 p.m. Free, info, 


BROWN BAG LECTURE SERIES: Will ’Chip' Sawyer. 

February 10. SL Johnsbury Athenaeum. 12:30-1:30 

CAFECITO HOUR: Folks share research and personal 

College, 4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 443-6433. 

LAMOILLE COUNTY OSHER LECTURE SERIES: 

Country Resort, Stowe. 1:30 p.m. $5. Info. 253-9011. 

RACIAL PROFILING: A COMMUNITY REPORT: 

6:15 p.m. Free. Info' 862-9616. 

WATERBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING: After 

Free. Info, 244-8089. 




THU. 27 

agriculture 

POLLINATE & CULTIVATE: SEEDING THE FUTURE 


Royalton, 8:45 a.m.-7 

CLE credits. Info. 
603-387-4769. 


MEDIA MAVEN 
LUNCHEON: 


mongoodvLorg. 

VBSR JANUARY SOLE CIRCLE: Sole proprietors 



VERMONT VENTURE NETWORK: Networkers dig 


AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: NORWICH: 
CHESS CLUB: Checkmate! Board-game players try 
Methodist Church. South Burlington, 7 p!m. $2-3. 


MT. MANSFIELD SCALE MODELERS: Hobbyists 

Library, Essex Junction, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
879-0765. 

THE SHADOW EFFECT: ILLUMINATING THE 
HIDDEN POWER OF YOUR TRUE SELF: In this five- 

p.m. $10 suggested donation. Info. 876-7696, 

film 

CLIENT 9: THE RISE AND FALL OF ELIOT 
SPITZER": See WED.26, 7 p.m. 

DIRT! THE MOVIE' Dr Deborah 
Neher of the UVM Plant and 

introduces this 2009 

i. Billings Hall, UVM. 

INTERNATIONAL FILM 

TINY FURNITURE': See WED.26. 7 p.m. 

food & drink 

BENEFIT BAKE: Diners down slices to support 

food and drink. Info 496-8856. 

BENEFIT LUNCH & DINNER: Vermonters take a seat 


theater 

‘OLIVER TWIST: Charles Dickens' original words 

7:30 p.m. $24.30-32.50. Info. 863-5966. 

THE MET: LIVE IN HD: PALACE 9: Deborah Voigt 

La Fanciulla del West. Palace Cinema 9, South 
Burlington, 6:30 p.m. $20-24. Info, 660-9300. 

THE SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF INTELLIGENT LIFE IN 
THE UNIVERSE’: Catherine Doherty stars as a guide 

White River Junction. 7:30 p.m. $5-58. Ir 


dance 

EVERYONE CAN DANCE': As part of Winterfest. 

Hall Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. $15-20. Info. 229-0492. 

education 

CSSU TEACHER APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM 
INFORMATIONAL SESSION: Individuals with a 

238-9637. smosher@ccsuvt.org. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: 
BURLINGTON: Healthy humans part with llfe- 


2 p.m. 


| I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile 


CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: 

health & fitness 

STRONG LIVING EXERCISE 

Public Library. Barre. 8 a.m. Free. Info. 443-1654. 
UJJAYI PRANAYAMA: Yogis concentrate on breath- 

6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 223-8004. ext. 202 info® 

ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friendships over 
9-11 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

BOOK LUST CLUB: Middle and high schoolers 

Junction. 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 87B-6956. 
FLETCHER PLAYGROUP: Little ones make use 


FRANKLIN STORY HOUR: Lovers of the written 

Free. Info, 527-5426. 

GEORGIA PLAYGROUP: Provided snacks offer an 
9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

KIDS' STORY TIME: Snacks and activities chase an 
hour of tales. LACE. Barre. 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL Preschoolers up to age 5 

Memorial Library, Willlston. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 
878-4918. 

OPEN COMPUTER TIME: Teens play games and 
Free Library, Burlington. 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info, 


$40-55 per pass. Info. 514-496-7678. 

SHAWN COLVIN: The three-time Grammy winner 

Center. Stowe Mountain Resort. 8 p.m. $39-48. Info. 

outdoors 

'SKI INN' & LUNCH: Cross-country skiers explore 
Please call ahead. Highland Lodge & XC Center. 

DR. FREEMAN A. HRABOWSKI: One of Time 
Magazine's TO Best College Presidents’ weighs in 
on The Role of the Liberal Arts in a 21st-Century 


LUNCH & LEARN: Burlington musician Robert 

theater 

‘OLIVER TWIST: See WED.26, 7:30 p.m. 

THE SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF INTELLIGENT LIFE IN 
THE UNIVERSE 1 : See WED.26, 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 


England Federal Credit Union, Williston, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Free. Info, 879-8568. 


FRI.28 

agriculture 


ARGENTINEAN TANGO: Shoulders back, chin up! 
session. Salsalina Studio. Burlington, 7:30-10 p.m. 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 



INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING: Ben Bergsteln 

or 233-3144. 

TANGO FRIDAYS: Learn the footwork and adopt 

Info. 458-0464. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: 

SOUTH BURLINGTON: See THU.27, FalrPc 


BENEFIT COCKTAIL PARTY & CHINESE AUCTION: 

in. East Burke, 7 p.m. 515-30. Info. 


LAKE ELMORE POLAR SPLASH KICKOFF: The 

Morrisvllle, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Donations accepted. 
Info. 883-2000. 

NAME THAT MOVIE!': Cinemaddicts try to cor- 

Montpelier. 5-6 p.m. $2.50. Info. 229-0598. 
TERTUUA LATINA: Latino Americanos and other 
Radio Bean, Burlington. 5:30-7 p.m. Free. I nfo. 


'ALICE IN WONDERLAND': Very Merry Theatre 

6:30 p.m. Free: tickets required. Info. 863-6607 or 
COMICS CLUB: Ooodlers, writers and readers 
Library. Montpelier. 3:30-5 p.m. Free, info, 
DROP-IN STORY TIME: Babies, toddlers and pre- 

FAIRFAX PLAYGROUP: SeeWED.26. 9-10:30 a.m. 
FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: Youngsters entertain 


fairs & festivals 


STOWE WINTER CARNIVAL: A multi-day snow rest 

noon-6 p.m. Various prices. Info, 253-6138. 


‘BOXING GYM': I 

p^m. 54-7. Info, 748-2600. 

‘ENCOUNTER POINT: This 2006 documentary fol- 

TNSIDE JOB': Charles Ferguson’s 2010 documen- 

Info, 748-2600. 

‘WAITING FOR SUPERMAN": Filmmaker Davis 


11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

FAMILY MOVIE: A modern-day magician takes 

Free. Info. 878-4918. 

MONTGOMERY PLAYGROUP: Little ones exercise 

Montgomery Center, 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 
SCIENCE & STORIES: Tales, activities and crafts 

877-324-6386. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids ar 

Church. Swanton' 10-11:30 

DAN TYMINSKI & RONNIE 
BOWMAN: The bluegrass 

Hall. Randolph. 7:30 p.m. 


THE GLEBE LAND COFFEEHOUSE: Open-micpar- 

WALKOVER DUO SERIES: Fred Barnes and Bill 

and more. Walkover Gallery & Concert Room. 
Bristol. 8 p.m. $15-18. Info, 453-3188. 

ICE BASH KICKOFF: Just berore the Smuggs Ice 

food and beverage, info. 657-3872. 

talks 

DR. RICHARD FOOTE: A UVM professor simplifies 

ences. Cheray Science Hall. SL Michael's College. 
Colchester. 3:45 p.m. Free. Info, 654-2536. 

JORDAN B ARNETT-PARKER: The world-renowned 

p.m. Free. I nfo. 603-646-2422. 

PETER LYNCH: Through video clips and slides. 

Donations accepted. Info. 229-6206*. 

theater 

FACULTY TALENT SHOW: Teachers form a Motown 


’OLIVER TWIST: See WED.26, 7:30 p.m. 

-STORYTELLING? AN EVENING OF 
PERFORMANCES. POETRY AND PUPPETRY': 

7:30 p.m. $39-100. Info, 748-2600. 

THE SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF INTELLIGENT 
LIFE IN THE UNIVERSE': Si 


IGLOOFEST: See THU.27, 6:30 p.m. 

QUATUOR DIOTIMA: The European string quar- 



talk. 6:30 p.m. UVM Recital Hall. Burlington. 7:30 

REMEMBER THE ‘50S: A SALUTE TO THE 
DRIFTERS AND THE PLATTERS': Early rock-and- 


SAT.29 


POOR WOMAN'S 

ENCAUSTICS': Mixed- 


Buriingtan, 10 a.m.-noon. $24. 
Info, 425-2700. 


KITCHEN TUNK': Experienced adult dancers gather 


SAT.29 » P.48 


SHARP PARK 

Now open for snow tubing! 

Check out our video at www.7dvt.eom. 



VACCINE 

STUDY 

OUR COMMUNITY 
IS PART OF THE 
WORLD COMMUNITY. 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
FOR DENGUE FEVER 


Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 



• Healthy Individuals 
Ages 18-50 

• 1 Screening visit 

• Single dosing visit with 
follow-up visits 

• Now screening 

• Compensation up to $ 1 ,070 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


Say you saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 


calendar 


NORWICH CONTRA DANCE: Experienced dancers In 


FAMILY DAY: Prospective students and their 

Info. 456-7400. 


:e. Info. 456-7400. 


872-9000, ext. 19. vermontmaturity@aol.com. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: BERLIN: 

See calendar spotlight. Berlin Mall, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 


COMPUTER TRAINING FOR SENIORS: Technology 

Brownell Library. Essex Junction. 9:30 a.m. & 10:30 
DIGITAL VIDEO EDITING: Final Cut Pro users learn 

FINAL CUT PRO OPEN LAB: Apprentice film editors 

FOLK CONCERT & CONTRA DANCE: Fiddle tunes. 


Donations accepted. Info. 775-4301. 

HOMESTEADING WORKSHOP: Tim King and 


PLANT DYES FOR WOOL: In a colorful demonstra- 

1-3 p.m. $15. Info, 476-3350. 

SINGLES PARTY: Eyes lock and live 1-Spy connec- 

VERMONT COMMONS' DANCE PARTY: A screening 

Shack. Big Picture Theater & Cafe, 


SHELBURNE WINTERFEST: This cold-weather car- 

STOWE WINTER CARNIVAL: See FRI.28.10 a.m.-10 
WINTER FESTIVAL: Brr! Relish the nippy weather 

film 

BOXING GYM 1 : See FRI.28, 7 p.m. & 9 p.m. 

INSIDE JOB’: See FRI.28. 7 p.m. & 9 p.m. 

TINY FURNITURE': See WED.26, Loew Auditorium. 
6:30 p.m. & 8:4*5 pm. $5-7. Info. 603-646-2422. 

WOODSTOCK FILM FESTIVAL: 

WINTER SERIES: Movie 

Pale Male, a remark- 


info. B77-324-6386. 

READ TO A DOG: Stones form a bond between 


music 

ADIRONDACK WIND ENSEMBLE: A professional 


NEW ENGLAND WOMEN'S SKI DAY: Cross-country 

Valley Nordic Center. 8:45 a.m.-3:30 p.m. S25-30 



CHILI COOK-OFF & DANCE: Pros and amateurs 

able tunes by In the Pocket at7 p.m. Proceeds 

Monkton Fire Station, 5:30-9:30 p.m. $5-10; $25 
per family. Info, 453-6067. 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.26. 2 p.m. 
-SAVE OUR STEEPLE’ BENEFIT DINNER: Beef on 

able. United Church. Northlield, 5-7 p.m. $5-10. Info. 


IGLOOFEST: SeeTHU.27, 6:30 p.m. 

RECORDER-PLAYING GROUP: Musicians produce 

'RICKY NELSON REMEMBERED': M 

Stowe Mountain Resort 2 p.m, $25-32. Info, 

SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK: African 

MainStage, Burlington, 8 p.m, $29-47. Info, 

outdoors 

BURKE MOUNTAIN SLED DOG DASH: Racing 


health & fitness 


CERVICAL CANCER SCREENINGS & HPV 
VACCINATIONS: The Hicks Foundation launches 


fairs & festivals 

CELTIC FESTIVAL: Patrick 

Row. Town Hall Theater. Middlebury. 





kids 

'ALICE IN WONDERLAND': See FRI.28. 6:30 p.m. 

OLD-FASHIONED WINTER CARNIVAL: Tiny ones 

per game. Info. 863-1066. ext 11. 

OPEN TOT GYM & INFANT/PARENT 
PLAYTIME: Snacks fuel feats of 

Fairfax, 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 
PHYSICS FUN!': What do Fish 

It's not a riddle ... UVM Society 


LAKE ELMORE POLAR SPLASH: There may be 


PENGUIN PLUNGE: 

mum; free to watch. Info. 863-5222. 

$6-8; free for kids under 3. Info, 985-8442. 

WINTER ECOLOGY NATURE WALK: Naturalist 

of the Herbs School, Woodbury. 1:30 p.m, $15. Info. 
456-8122.annie@wisdomoftheherbsschool.com. 
WINTER WILDLIFE WALK: Naturalist Anna Berger 

Inro. 748-9498. 

GATORADE FREE FLOW TOUR: Up-and-coming 

a.m.-5 p.m. $20-30 entry free, plus lift ticket. Info. 
630-908-6334. 

MOBIUS MENTOR BOWLING PARTY: Local men- 


207-688-6503. 

SKI-A-THON: Vermont Adaptive Ski and Sports sup- 

and dinner: $20-30 for dinner only. Info. 353-3178. 
SMUGGS ICE BASH: This fifth annual Ice-climbing 


Jeffersonville. 9 a.m. Various prices. Info, 730-2978 . 

VERMONT POND HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS: 

spotlight. Lake Morey Resort. Fairiee, 8:30 a.m. 
January 21; free to watch. Info. 333-4311. 


'COMEDYFIX': Half a dozen local yuksters deliver 

OLIVER TWIST: See WED.26. 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
OPEN MIC NIGHT: Community singers, dancers. 
Gallery. Randolph. 7:30 p.m. S5. or S4 with the 
522-6877.upperevents@chandler-arts.org. 

School. 7:30 p.m. $10-20. Info. 748-2600. 

THE SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF INTELLIGENT LIFE IN 
THE UNIVERSE 1 : See WED.26, 7:30 p.m. 

words 

LEAGUE OF WRITERS ANNUAL MEETING: Speakers 

Hotel. South Burlington, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 542- 
STORY TIME: See THU.27, 11 a.m. 


SUN. 30 


dance 

EVERYONE CAN DANCE': See THU.27. 2 p.m. 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING: Movers bring clean. 

Synagogue, Burlington. 7:25-9:30 p.m. $2; free to 

JAMES SEWELL BALLET: This long-standing troupe 

Mountain Resort 7 p.m. $28-35. Info, 253-3426. 

CHALLENGE CORPORATE AUTHORITY: ASSERT 
THE PEOPLE'S RIGHTS': Women's International 


| | BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 
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FRENCH-ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: Novice 

INDOOR GARDEN WORKSHOP: Green-thumb guru 

shoots. Preregister. City Market. Burlington, 1-2 
fo, 8G1-9700. 


VERMONT YOUTH ORCHESTRA: This winter con- 


fo. 518-523-2512. 


Arts. N.Y.. 7:30 p.m. $18-21. 1 
‘BOXING GYM': See FRI.28. 1:30 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

-HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS: 

Hanover, N.H.. 7 p.m. $5-7. Info. 


INSIDE JOB': See FRI.28. 

food & drink 

CHEESE SAMPLES: Cabot 


health & fitness 

ALZHEIMER’S FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAM: 


ELIZABETH FRISHKOFF: The social worker 

HERBS FOR DENTAL CARE: Treat those pearly 

Montpelier. 1-2:30 p.m. S10-12. Info, 223-8004. ext. 




LOLLIPOP SKI RACE: Young skiers don racing bibs 


READ TO A DOG: See SAT.29, 1-2 p.m. 



ICE ON FIRE: This community celebration of all 


SLEIGH RIDES: See SAT29. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

WINTER TRACKING: Read the story of winter wlld- 

4:30 p.m. $35. Info. 434-3068. 

GATORADE FREE FLOW TOUR: Si 
SMUGGS ICE BASH: S< 


theater 

'OLIVER TWIST: See WED.26. 2 p.m. 

THE SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF INTELLIGENT LIFE IN 
THE UNIVERSE*: See WE0.26, 5 p.m. 

words 

BOOK-PUBLICATION CELEBRATION: Seven con- 

Free. Info, 253-6145. 

POETRY OPEN MIC: Scribes speak In stanzas of 

n. Block Gallery. Winooski, 1-3 p.m. 


MON. 31 


South Burlington, 11:30 a.m.-l:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
863-2569. 

'DRUMMING FOR HAnT: Seven-member ensemble 

p.m. $10 suggested donation. Info. 592-3221. 


‘A NEW LOOK AT AGING': lr 

Interfaith Gathering. Shelburne, 6:45-8:45 p.m. $10 
materials fee. Info, 985-3355 or 985-3819. 

'CREATING A FINANCIAL FUTURE': Folks with basic 

tual funds. Roth IRAs. APYs and more. 294 North 

film 

BOXING GYM': See FRI.28. 7 p.m. 

CINE SALON: A film series seeks to enlighten with 

603-643-4120. 

-INSIDE JOB 1 : See FRI.28. 7 p.m. 


BOH PRESENTS I e— CELEBRATION SERIES 



A SALUTE TO 


For tickets, call the Barre Opera House at 802-476-81 88 
or order online at www.barreoperahouse.org 




Uteifijtld 


TU DRIFTERS 

'Undo, The BomtUnJk 
'Up Ok Tit, Roof 
‘On Bumdoiag ^ 

TU PLATTERS 

■OJ, K.' 

'My Puget' ^ 

'Tit GtufPutaukt 

BARRE OPERA HOUSE 

Friday, January 28, 8PM 

sponsored by 
Community National Bank 
media support from WDEV 
For Tickets. 802-476-8188 
or barreoperahouse.org 


Saturday, February 5, 8PM 

sponsored by 
Jet Service Envelope 
USI Insurance Services 
and Leahy Press 
media support from THE POINT 


"dirt-floor-dance electricity' 

- Rolling Stone, 


Fletcher Allen is bringing 
good health to you. 


These educational offerings are presented by 
Community Health Improvement at Fletcher Allen. 

Winter Vegetables 

John Barton, Chef, New England Culinary Institute 
when Sunday, February 6,2:00-4:00 p.m. 
where South Burlington 

Growing Older on a Changing Planet 

Joan Dye Gussow, Columbia University 

when Wednesday. February 9, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

where Davis Auditorium, Medical Center Campus, Burlington 

Alternative Carbohydrates: Beyond Potatoes, Pasta and White Rice! 

John Barton, Chef, New England Culinary Institute 

when Sunday, February 1 3, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

where South Burlington 

Pre-registration is required by calling 802-847-2278 or by registering 
online at www.FletcherAllen.org/Healthsource . You will be given the 
class location and directions when you register. Free on-site parking 
is available for all classes! 

Fletcher , 

Sponsored by the Center for Nutrition and Healthy Food Systems e 

In alliance viith ^ 

www.FletcherAllen.org/Healthsource The VnivenUy a/ Vermont 



calendar 


BOOK DISCUSSION: Readers chut about fantasy 

INFANT STORY HOUR: Klddos up to age 2 absorb 
10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 476-7550, aldnchllbrary® 
LEARN TO KNIT: All materials are supplied for this 
Library. Montpelier. 4-5 p.m. Free. Info. 223-3338. 
MUSIC WITH MIA: Tots form a circle for a special 
University Mall. South Burlington. 10:30 a.m. Free. 


MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: 

PAJAMA STORY TIME: Comfy-dothed klddos get a 
Memorial Library, Williston. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
STORIES WITH MEGAN: Preschoolers ages 2 to 

Burlington, 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. 
SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregivers 


film 

BOXING GYM': See FRI.28, 7 p.m. 

INSIDE JOB': See FRI.2B. 7 p.m. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See 

WED.26, 2 p.m. 

FOOD TASTING ft COMMUNITY 
FORUM: The St. Johnsbury Area 

House. 5 p.m. Free. Info. 748-9498 or 748-1772. 
SOUP & BREAD NIGHT: Vermonters support the 

Center. Enosburg Falls. 5:30-7:30 p.n 
donations accepted. Info, 933-2030. 


TUE.01 


ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION SERIES: A local expert 
Office Squared, Burlington, 5:30-7 p.m. Free. Info. 

'LOCAL FARMS & PEOPLE’: A forum creates connec- 


6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 864-5088. 


music 

AFRO-BRAZILIAN PERCUSSION CLASS: Community 

required. 71 Main Street, Burlington, 6-8:30 p.m. 
Free. Info, 343-7107. 

MAD RIVER CHORALE REHEARSALS: No auditions 

High School. South Duxbury. 6:45-8:45 p.m. Free. 
Info. 496-4781. 

VERMONT FIDDLE ORCHESTRA REHEARSALS: New 

Cathoric Church. Montpelier. Free. Info, 877-343- 

CHRIS BOHJALIAN: The local author of Secrets of 

MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP: 

noon. Free. Info. 388-2926. cpotter935@comcast 


TODDLER STORY TIME: T< 

Hinesburg. 9:30-10 a.r 


Colchester, 7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 654-2536. 
JOSHUA BELL: This classical 

Hanover. 

theater 


FAIRFAX PLAYGROUP: 

HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: 

ICE SKATING FOR HOMESCHOOLERS: 


Hanover. N.H., 






LAUGHTER YOGA: What's so runny? Giggles burst 

ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friendships 
School, 12:15-1 p.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 
CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR: Two- to 5-year-olds 
Barre. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 476-7550. aldrichli 
CRAFTACULAR TUESDAYS: Creative kids get 
Library. Montpelier. 3:30-5 p.m. Free. Info, 
FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: Songs, tales and crarts 
10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

KIDS' STORY HOUR: Literature hounds show up 
; ages 3 to 5 meet at 10:30 a.m. 


PRESCHOOL DISCOVERY PROGRAM: How much 

Montpelier. 10-11:30 a.m. S5. Info. 229-6206. 
SCIENCE a STORIES: Tales, activities and crafts 
Day. ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science Center/ 

a.m. Regular admission. $8.50-10.50: free for kids 2 
and under. Info. 877-324-6386. 

SOUTH HERO PLAYGROUP: Free play, crafting and 

a.m' Free. Info. 527-5426. 

ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP: Creative activities and 
Albans. 9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

STORY TIME FOR TOTS: Three- to S-year-olds savor 


WED. 02 


CHAMBER MUSIC FROM THE ROMANTIC ERA’: 


film 

BOXING GYM': See FRI.28. 1:30 p.m., 4 p.m.. 7 p.m. 

603-646-2422. 

INSIDE JOB': See FRI.28. 1:30 p.m.. 4 p.m.. 7 p.m. 

THE TREASURE OF THE SIERRA MADRE': 

426-3581.jaquithpubliclibrary@hotmail.com. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.26. 2 p.m. 
THE OPEN TABLE: Sc 


business 

MARKET YOUR BUSINESS WITHOUT SPENDING A 

Lodge & XC Center. Greensboro, 9-11:30 a.m. & 
533-2647. info@highlandlodge.com. 

SMALL AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS WORKSHOP: 

High School. Hardwick. 7:15 pjn. $15 per class. Info. 


NANCY MILNE: Study up on all things higher ed 
Library. Hinesburg. 7 p.m. Free. Info, 482-2878. 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY PHILATELIC CLUB: Stamp 

MILTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING: Never 

4546 or 363-2598, miltonhistorlcal@yahoo.com. 
PLAUDERABEND’: Conversationalists with a 


MILTON BABY PLAYGROUP: See WED.26. 10-11 a.m 
MONTGOMERY STORY HOUR: See WED.26. 

10-11 a.m. 

PRESCHOOL DISCOVERY PROGRAM: See TUE01, 
10-11:30 a.m. 

SCIENCE MAGIC: Kids in grades three and up use 

Williston, 3 p.m. Free, info, 878-4918. 

music 

'DARTMOUTH IDOL' SEMI-FINALS: Student 


talks 

AINE DONOVAN: In a world of ever-shifting social 

7 p.m. Free. Info. 748-8291, ext. 301. 

BORDERS, BOUNDARIES AND BULLIES' LECTURE 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 862-9616. 

CLAY JENKINSON: The award-winning histori- 

Free. Info. 388-4095. 

IRENE KACANDES: A Dartmouth College professor 

M LEACH: Mind your manners! The chairman 


SIENNA CRAIG: In The Science of Healing: 

TOM LUXON: This Dartmouth College professor ex- 

Norwich Public Library, 7 p.m. Free. Info. 649-1184. 

theater 

'OLIVER TWIST: See WED.26. 7:30 pjn. 

THE SEARCH FOR SIGNS OF INTELLIGENT LIFE IN 
THE UNIVERSE’: See WED.26, 7:30 p.m. 


CYNTHIA HUNTINGTON: In the face of a chang- 

Free. Info. 773-1860. 

WRITERS' GROUP: See WED.26. 7-9 p.m. ® 
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women 



wood turning 


WOOD TURNING: Location: CVU 





music 



A ccording to right-wing TV 
host Glenn Beck, standup 
comedian Jamie Kilstein is a 
“doofus.” According to come- 
dian Janeane Garofalo, Kilstein is “like 
watching a combination of Bill Hicks 
and George Carlin.” Who’s right? That 
depends on whom you ask. 

Kilstein cohosts the web-based “Citi- 
zen Radio" with his wife, writer Allison 
Kilkenny. Much like the hypercharged, 
progressive political banter that fuels 
their renegade radio program, Kilstein’s 
standup act is characterized by provoca- 
tive and often confrontational com- 
mentary on political and social issues. 
Kilstein wants to get under your skin, to 
push your buttons. And, much like the 
late, great Messrs. Hicks and Carlin, his 
acerbic wit and probing intellect equips 
him to do exactly that. Just ask Glenn 
Beck. 

Seven Days recently caught up with 
Kilstein by phone in advance of his up- 
coming gig at the Higher Ground Show- 
case Lounge on Friday, January 28. 


Good Citizen 

Jamie Kilstein is a genius ... or a doofus 

BY DAN BOLLES 


SEVEN DAYS: How did you get started 
in comedy? 

JAMIE KILSTEIN: I started making 
jokes as a kid because I was being picked 

2 on. I think that's how most comics start, 
S using comedy as a defense mechanism. 

> Also, I wasn’t good at anything else. 

§ SD: Misery seems to be a key charac- 
j» ter component for a good comic. 

JK: The kind of comedy that I hate is 
the kind of comedy where someone is 
... bragging about their good life, like, 
5 “Yeah, all these fuckin’ bitches!” And 
~ it’s like, wait a second ... you're not a real 
i comic unless you’re miserable. 

5 SD: Are any topics off limits for you? 
JK: I think anything can be made fun- 
ny, and I’m not overly PC. I'm actually 

> super-offensive with my standup. But 
° the kind of comedy that makes me mad 
■Sj is the overtly racist or homophobic shit. 

Or comics who go after the homeless. 
It’s like, ‘Yeah, way to knock them down 
a peg!” Do we really need to attack these 
people? It’s so cowardly. 

SD: So. what makes great comedy? 

y JK: I think comedy is this sort of David 
I and Goliath tool for little guys to take 

3 down big establishments. Look at what 


Stephen Colbert did at the White House 
press correspondents' dinner [in 2006]. 
That was a comic completely throwing 
a wrench into corrupt political and me- 
dia systems. To me, that’s what comedy 
should be about. 

SD: You were successful in Europe 
long before you were here. Why is 
your brand of comedy better received 
overseas than it is in the U.S.? 

JK: The not-as-romantic reason is that 
the UK and Australia have the same 
problems we do. I went to Australia and 
thought I wouldn't be able to do my gay- 
rights jokes. But then I found out that 
gay marriage isn’t legal in Sydney, which 
has a huge gay population. So, I ended 
up putting together a fundraiser for this 
gay-marriage rally. They use America as 
a whipping boy. But they still make the 
same mistakes we do. We’re just louder 
about it. You know in mob movies how 
there’s always one guy who can't keep 
his fucking mouth shut? We're that guy. 
We brag about our intolerance. They just 
do it in much posher accents. 

SD: And the romantic reason? 

JK: They just respect comedy more. 
Comedy is seen as a stand-alone art form. 


The problem with comedy in America is 
that comedy is not the end goal. Comedy 
is a stepping-stone — you do comedy 
to become an actor or become a writer. 
But when comedy is the end goal, and 
you play theaters that pay you well and 
don't censor you, what’s naturally going 
to happen is that you’ll push the bound- 
aries as much as possible. Whereas in 
America, everyone is trying to get their 
seven-minute Hollywood showcase set 
where they're as safe as possible, not 
pushing any buttons and certainly not 
offending the networks. 

SD: Does originally using comedy as a 
defense against bullies play a role in 
your approach to hecklers? 

JK: I've somehow become notorious for 
attacking hecklers. 

SD: Well, there’s a clip of you ripping 
into one on the front page of your 
website. 

JK: Is that still up there? I don’t like do- 
ing that, necessarily. I work really hard 
at writing my jokes. So, when that hap- 
pens, I think the reason that I go into 
kind of a Hulk rage is because I talk 
about politics. So, when somebody walks 
out when I’m talking about gay rights, 


they’re not just walking out because 
they don't think I’m funny, which I’d be 
fine with. But when you yell “Boring!” 
when I’m talking about the war, I lose 
it because you’re being disrespectful, 
in general. You’re pretty much saying, 
“I don’t care about the war. I don’t care 
about the rights of other people.” That 
puts me over the edge. 

SD: Why is heckling so much more 
prominent in standup than other per- 
formance arts? 

JK: One, some people do it not know- 
ing they’re ruining the show. All comedy 
clubs care about is selling drinks, and 
they don't police the shows. So, you’ll get 
these drunk guys coming up to you after 
the show saying, “Hey, I really helped 
you out, didn’t I?” And it’s, like, “The bit 
you interrupted I spent 10 years work- 
ing on, and it was about my relationship 
with my father and coming to terms 
with who he is as a person, and I remem- 
ber crying over my notebook. But I’m re- 
ally glad you chimed in with that Mexi- 
can joke that had nothing to do with the 
conversation! That was awesome.” 

SD: Are there rules of engagement? 

JK: My rule is that I never engage them 
unless they’re starting to bother the 
people around them. Then I go after 
them, because I’m defending the people 
around them who paid to see my act ... 
and you’re bothering me. 

SD: OK. Why did Glenn Beck call you a 
"doofus"? 

JK: My wife and I did an anti-Glenn Beck 
episode on our show, where besides just 
making fun of him, we had on two guests 
who, during the election, he had pretty 
much blamed for the destruction of soci- 
ety. It was Bertha Lewis from ACORN, a 
community-organizing group that helps 
poor people — and was the reason “com- 
munity organizing” suddenly became 
a bad term. And we had Bill Ayers who 
[Beck] called a terrorist because he was 
part of the Weather Underground dur- 
ing [the Vietnam War], But it was the 
most moving episode we've ever done. 
Bertha Lewis coined the term “politi- 
cal necrophilia” — “We're already dead, 
and yet you’re still fucking us.” Anyway, 
[Beck] got wind of it and started going 
after us on the show — while playing our 
clips. It’s the best blurb I've ever had. ® 





s@und bites 


What’s the 
Story, Morning 
Glory? 

Without question, the biggest 
news on the local music front 
this week involves the lovely 
and talented Nelco Case. 

The Northeast Kingdom 
resident — and two-time 
Grammy loser! (her words) 

— has a pair of VT shows 
this weekend as she kicks 
off a brief Northeast tour. 
Interestingly, the second 
of those VT dates, at the 
Higher Ground Ballroom 
this Sunday, marks her 
first appearance at the 
club since “the incident,” 
when she infamously kept 
a sold-out crowd who had 
paid astronomical sums of 
money to see her waiting for, 
like, four hours before she 
finally showed up and totally 
sucked ... whoops! Wrong 
incident. That was lauryn 
hill. My bad. Sorry, Neko. 

Case’s incident at the club 


happened last year. Or didn't 
happen, I guess. To refresh 
your memory, her old band, 
the new pornographers, were 
touring their new album, 
Challengers, and had a show 
lined up at the Ballroom. 
B-town fans, both of Case 
and the NPs, were quite 
justifiably excited, as the 
show would mark Case’s 
first Queen City appearance 
since moving to VT the year 
before. But then something 
went horribly wrong. 

Despite being at the club 
for the sound check, Case 
never made it to the stage 
for the show, a vacant mic 
standing where she should 
have been. Long story short, 
people were freakin'. Some 
even demanded their money 
back due to Case’s no-show 
— oddly enough, no one 
who cried “refund!” seemed 
to mention that vocalist/ 
guitarist dan bejar, who is 
arguably a more critical 
component to NP than Case, 
also went missing. Dude 




writes, like, half the songs. 
What’s a guy gotta do to get 
some respect? 

(Weird concidence, 

Bejar’s girlfriend is a 
Vancouver-based songwriter 
named Sydney Vermont. No 
kidding.) 

Anyway, you may recall 
that the official word from 
the Case camp was “food 
poisoning” — note the 
sarcastic quotation marks 
denoting skepticism — which 
most folks accepted as a 
"perfectly reasonable” and 
“legit excuse” for missing the 
gig ... ahem. 

Not surprisingly, the 
explanation didn’t satisfy 

accurately, anyone. I actually 
bought it, though. What 
can I say? I’m a sucker for 
redheads. Also, I haven't 
heard any other valid 
theories about why she’d 
simply bail. Just doesn’t 
make sense, especially in 
light of how anticipated the 
show was locally. 

(If I could chat privately 
with Neko for a sec: Neko, 
by this point you're probably 
like, Holy shit. These people 
are still talking about this ? 
Get a lift.” They are, they 
should and, I know, it's 
crazy. But we Yankees 
are notorious for holding 
grudges. Welcome to New 
England. Call me!) 

But enough about the 
past. Sunday’s HG show is 
clearly the big-ticket item 
in the Burlington area. 
However, it’s actually the 
lesser of Case’s two Vermont 
performances this weekend. 

Friday at Lyndon State 
College’s Alexander Twilight 


Theatre, Case is headlining 
a charity show for St. 
Johnsbury’s Catamount Arts 
entitled “Storytelling?” The 
singer curated the night to be 
something of a variety show, 
and an exploration of the 
art of storytelling in various 
forms. To wit, she’s billing 
the show as “An Evening of 
Performance, Poetry and 
Puppetry." Perfect. 

Fulfilling the last part 
of that alliterative hat trick 
is Chicago-based troupe 
one degree off, performing 
a paper shadow-puppet 
adaptation of lewis carroll's 
classic “Jabberwocky” — 
because that poem isn't 
weird enough. Also on the 
poetry angle, and also from 
the Windy City, artist and 
bard tony Fitzpatrick will 
read choice selections of 
his own poetry, as well as 
leading a discussion on the 
art of storytelling. 

Rounding out the 
performance, and joining 
Case for the remainder of 
her tour, are Kentucky/Chi- 
Town-based Thrill Jockey 
signees, freakwater. I love 
this band. And if you're a fan 
of close-harmonizin’ female 
duos who uniquely marry 
classic Americana templates 
to modem storytelling 
devices, you will, too. True 

BiteTorrent 

While we’re telling stories, 
among my favorite tales 
of the past year was the 
ascension of the Vermont joy 
parade and, to some degree 
by extension, songwriter 
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RAFFLE 


Silver 


Surfer, 

& Other 
Vaporizers 


EXCULUSIVE fil 
DEALER OF 

llladelph 


Delta 9 


Pure 


The Joshua l'anrta Hand 
Winter Waltz Residency 


Beginning this Wednesday, 
January 26th, 8-10:30 pm 
& every Wednesday Night thru Feb. 16th 

S3 Switchback Pints! 

Mention this ad for 15% off 
your meal during the show! 


We’ve Gone Mad! 

Buy your Mad River Glen midweek ticket 
at the ‘Cake AND GET FREE FOODIII 
$35 gets you a HR ticket and a bacon, egg & cheese 
crepe at the Skinny 

$39 gets you a ticket & any crepe on the menu! 
SaveStO?Oh,youcan!!l 


CLUB DATES 


music 



A: ALL AGES, NO NO COVER. 


WED. 26 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: DJ Kanga presents: The Lounge Lizard 
CLUB METRONOME: Dub Fiyah Tour 2011: Zion 



FRANNY O'S: Karaoke, 9:30 p.m„ Free. 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: 



MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mlc with Andy 






THU. 27 


BACKSTAGE PUB: Opel 
CLUB METRONOME: 2) 
FRANNY O'S: Balance I 



LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Ellen Po 


and Ryan 


Beaches and Cream ducktails is the solo side project of 
Real Estate’s Matthew Mondanile. While his solo work exudes a hazy, nostalgic 
vibe like that of his band, on his own the guitarist’s sparse psych-pop less evokes 
a dreamy seaside getaway than a decaying boardwalk in a forgotten beach town. 
Wednesday, February 2, Angioplasty' Media presents Ducktails with NYC’s woods 
and Burlington’s toby aronson at the Monkey House in Winooski. 




Champlain valley 

ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open Irish 
TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ Jar 


northern 


MATTERHORN: Matt Bolton (slnger-songw 


RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: I 


ROADSIDE TAVERN: M 



FRI.28 


burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with Steve. S pm. Free. 
CLUB METRONOME: No Dlgglty: Return to the 90s 
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anna pardenik. Pardenik 
raised her profile during last 
summer’s Discover Jazz Fest 
with her band, VJP offshoot 
the holy smoke off. Following 
that, Pardenik and the VJP 
released one of the finer 
local albums of this or any 
other year, Kicking Sawdust. 
After a summer of VJP 
touring, Pardenik and band 
cofounder benny strosberg 
left VT for Europe, where 
they reside currently, and we 
haven't really heard from the 
band since. Until now, that 
is. This Saturday, four-sixths 
of the Vermont Joy Parade 
will reunite at Radio Bean 
for a late-night hootenanny 
to benefit their veggie-oil- 
powered tour bus. They'll 
need it in good working 
condition when Pardenik 
and Strosberg return from 
Europe to tour with the band 
this summer. Stay tuned... 


Local rockers reverse 
neutral drive will have a new 
look and sound when they 
take the stage at Burlington’s 
Manhattan Pizza & Pub this 
Saturday. Founding guitarist 
paul comegno has left the 
group to focus his efforts 
On filling DYLAN giambatista's 
shoes in rough francis. In 
his stead, RND have enlisted 
Berklee-trained Boston 
transplant greg allison on ... 
violin? How urbane! RND's 

GEOFF BENNINGTON Writes 


that Allison has drastically 
changed the group’s sound 
and “given us some fresh 
energy.” Color me curious. 


Band Name of the Week: 
teleport. Also on the bill at 
Manhattan this Saturday are 
newbie Montpelier outfit 
Teleport I had a chance to 
catch these guys at a Magic 
Hat reunion party a few 
weeks ago (full disclosure — 
once upon a time, we worked 
together at MH) and, I gotta 
say, I came away impressed. 
One, they were awfully tight 
for a new band, which is less 
surprising when you find out 
they used to play together 

the day. And two, they mine 
inspiration from the synth- 
driven pop-rock of loggins 
and messina without a shred 
of irony ... and it works. 
Really. And that fact may 
be less surprising when you 
learn that bassist sean martin 
has tattoos of daryl hall and 
john oates, respectively, on 
each of his forearms. (Note to 
Teleport: I demand you learn 
and cover the theme song 
from the 1986 movie Radi) 


It’s been a while since we’ve 
heard from pariah beat. The 
genre-jumping, Thetford- 
based outfit last assaulted 
our eager ears in 2008 with 
an excellent full-length, 
Pariah Beat Radio. They’re 
back this weekend with 


another fine addition to 
their canon, Bury Me Not. 
Catch them this Friday at the 
greatest bar in the world, or 
at least Montpelier, Charlie 
O’s, or Saturday at the Main 
Street Museum in White 
River Junction. 


Seasonal affective disorder 
got you down? Starting 
Wednesday, January 26, at 
the Skinny Pancake, local 
soul man joshua panda may 
have the sonic tonic to cure 
what ails you, as he begins a 
four-week Wednesday-night 
stint he’s dubbed “Joshua 
Panda’s Vermont Winter 
Waltz Residency.” And if that 
doesn’t work, try whiskey. 


Finally, in my first column 
of the new year year, I made 
a plea for every local band 
to have a high-resolution 
press picture taken of 


themselves. It’s really easy to 
do, and it helps your friendly 
neighborhood music scribe 
out tremendously — I’m 
often at a loss for interesting, 
high-quality pics of local 
acts, which I always prefer 
to run when given a choice. 
Anyway, thanks to cosmic 
Americana outfit red hot 
juba as the first local act to 
oblige, for which they win 
... their picture in the paper! 
(See how this works?) I 
should note they lose points 
for directly violating my rule 
banning “band on a wall” 
pics. But at this point, I’ll 
take what I can get. You can 
catch Juba at the Monkey 
House this Friday. © 





SPECIAL i < 

2 Large 1 -Topping Pizzas ' □ 

and a 2 Liter Coke Product , < 

or 1 Large 1 -Topping Pizza and a 1 
Dozen Wings with 2-Liter Coke Productj 

>&> $ 19.99 


973 Roosevelt Highway 
Colchester • 65S S5SO 
www.threebrotherspizzavt.com 
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. SAT.29 // GROUNDFOOO (HIP-HOP. SOUL) 


Food for Thought Fusing%oi- nasty-beats with simmering 
soul heat and smooth hip-hop cool, Montreal’s^GROUNDFOOD are a study in 
contrasts. Thesextet is as adept at crafting tight, cohesive pop songs as it is at 
unlearning improvisational fire, making its increasingly renowned live shows 
both unpredictable and captivating. Catch Groundfood at Nectar's this Friday, 
January 28, with local hip-pop progenitor dr. ruckus, and Saturday, January 
29, at Charlie O's in Montpelier — the latter show marks a homecoming for GF 
keyboardist Parker Shper. 
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The Fizz, Oh Mama, 
Hope You Know 

When last we left the Fizz, they were, 
well, not the Fizz, actually. After 
releasing two albums under the curious 
name Flood in the Fizzy Factory, the 
Burlington-based quartet trimmed their 
moniker to a slightly less unwieldy 
one. Led by songwriter/realtor Dave 
Kleh, the group trades in an off-kilter, 
decidedly lo-fi brand of New Wave- 
inspired electro-rock. Their latest 
release, Oh Mama, Hope You Know, 
continues the, ahem, Devo-lution 
started on their lackluster 2008 debut, 
Flood in the Fizzy Factory, and revisited 
on their improved 2010 effort, A Song 
for the Troops. 

Much as the band’s first two 
releases dredged the shallows of the 
vast New Wave waters charted by the 
likes of Talking Heads’ David Byrne 
and Devo’s Mark Mothersbaugh, Oh 
Mama similarly reveals Kleh’s affinity 
for skewed surrealism. However, 
the tandem lead cuts, “Think of You 
(Prelude)” and “Think of You,” suggest 
Kleh holds equal reverence for the 
darker, more muscular rock musings of 
Mark Knopfler. That’s not to say Kleh 
remotely approaches the Dire Straits 
guitarist’s otherworldly instrumental 
prowess — few do. But he’s clearly 
drawn inspiration here. 

“Love Is a Grand Piano” more 
closely resembles the frantic aesthetic 
of the group’s earlier efforts. Just as the 
album’s cover art is comically crude, 
Kleh’s emotionally stunted lyrics are 
strangely compelling — though whether 
creepily or endearingly so is open for 
debate. “Love is a grand piano, love is 
an interstate,” he sings with a slight, 
nebbish Brit twang. Then, “Love is an 
El Camino, love is a roller skate.” What 
does it mean? Does it matter? Do you 
dare find out? 


More than on their first two 
offerings, Kleh's band frames the 
songwriter's cracked tirades with 
something approximating compositional 
polish. To be sure, these are still 
rudimentarily arranged and raggedly 
performed tunes. But especially on cuts 
such as “Ladies Man” and “Life During 
Peacetime” — the latter featuring local 
guitar god Bill Mullins — the Fizz are 
tight and focused. 

For every honed track like those, 
however, others are bewilderingly 
strange. For example, the title cut. 

Over a haphazard hodgepodge of tinny 
synth sounds, Kleh babbles about 
bank bailouts, 9/11 and, um, Lord of 
the Rings. It’s meant as absurdist social 
commentary, the likes of which made 
Devo revolutionary. But the Fizz lack 
the nuanced substance to balance their 
surrealism — which is why Devo’s 
formula worked. Instead, Kleh favors 
nonsensical non sequiturs. 

Absurdity for absurdity’s sake has 
its place. But what made bands such 
as Devo and Talking Heads great was 
how they used surrealism to illustrate 
and skewer the absurdities of society. 
The Fizz, while compelling at moments 
and perhaps capable of similarly artful 
feats, could stand to take those lessons 

The Fizz celebrate the release of Oh 
Mama, Hope You Know at Radio Bean 
on Saturday, February 5. 

DAN BOLLES 

Erin McDermott, 
Time to Go 

Since releasing Bear Hoot, her debut 
offering with the Dixie Red Delights T| 
in 2008, central-Vermont-based 
songwriter Erin McDermott has set 
her sights on bigger and better stages. 
Shuttling back and forth to Nashville, 
that rhinestone-studded Mecca for 
Americana artists with commercial 
ambitions, McDermott aims to bring 
her full-voiced twang to the masses. 

On her latest solo effort, the perhaps 
prophetically titled Time to Go, 
McDermott proves she's got the chops 
and sensibilities to make a go of it on 
the national stage. 

Where Bear Hoot presented a sassy 
songwriter with a knack for down- 
home, boot-stomping revelry, Time 
to Go reveals a deeper, more refined 
side of McDermott. “Going Home” is a 
heartfelt ode to road-weary dreamers. 
McDermott hardly breaks the mold, 
lyrically. But her efficient wordplay is 


made more effective by her compelling 
vocal performance. She’s always been 
a naturally gifted singer, but her lines 
here, and throughout the record, 
showcase a nuanced approach. She 
coaxes every weeping ounce of emotion 
from her straightforward prose. 

Not that McDermott lacked talent 
with which to surround herself in 
the Green Mountains — the Dixie 
Red Delights featured a number of 
excellent local players, most notably 
guitar ace Doug Perkins. But one of the 
reasons songwriters have long sought 
their fortunes in Nashville is the city’s 
overabundance of elite instrumentalists. 
McDermott has practically enlisted a 
Who's Who of Nashville session players 
on Time to Go, including Rounder 
Records’ Stuart Duncan on fiddle and 
cello, Sugar Hill recording artist Bryan 
Sutton on acoustic guitar, and legendary 
songwriter Tim O'Brien on backing 
vocals, to name a few. The results are 
predictably sparkling. 

Without exception, McDermott's 
finely expressive performances 
are framed with immaculate and 
impeccably played arrangements, 
especially on album standouts such 
as the stunning “Truth of Suffering,” 
“Already Leaving” and the grass- 
pop barn burner “Louise." Not to be 



outdone, local mando whiz Matt Schrag 
more than holds his own on die tide 

But the clear star here is McDermott, 
who walks a fine line between gloss)' 
country sheen and down-home 
Americana grit — doubly tough to do 
in fancy cowboy boots, mind you. To be 
sure, there are moments here that tread 
uncomfortably close to Nashville schmaltz 
— “Fowler Farm,” for example. But more 
often than not, McDermott stays true to 
her roots, suggestingthat, sadly enough, it 
may indeed be time for her to go. 

Erin McDermott performs with 
her trio on Saturday, February 5, at 1/2 
Lounge in Burlington. 
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Romance 
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Issue 

is coming to 
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Reserve your ad 
by January 28. 
Call 864-5684. 



The Natural 

lyrics born comes by his talent honestly. 
The San Francisco-based emcee is the son 
of noted Japanese author Takao Shimura, 
which may account for his clever way with 
words. And his mother is an American 
union organizer, which perhaps explains 
his topical, socially progressive subject 
matter. Touring with a full band in support 
of his latest album, As U Were, LB drops 
by Club Metronome next Wednesday, 
February 2. lynguistic civilians open. 



SUN. 30 


CLUB METRONOME: Black to the 
HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: N 


i Douglas. 





MONKEY HOUSE: Arctic Death, Fridge and the 
MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN: George Voland JAZZ: 


:(jazz). 


central 

LANGDON STREET CAFE: Little Engine (acoustic). 


northern 


MON. 31 


Champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Quizz Night (trivia), 7 p.m.. Free. 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Monster Hits Karaoke. S 

northern 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Zack duPont (singer-songwriter). 






TUE.01 


CLUB METRONOME: Bass Culture 
LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Dayve 
MONKEY HOUSE: Oueer Night wi 
MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN: 0| 




10 8ROTHERS TAVERN: 0| 


ED RESTAURANT & BREWERY: Si 




Still Life Lives On 

"The Arrangement" at Vermont Photo Space Gallery 


art 


A Burlington-area gallery own- 
er has to be abit of a barker to 
keep such a risky enterprise 
afloat. And, sure enough, 
Ken Signorello, proprietor of the Ver- 
mont Photo Space Gallery at Essex 
Junction’s Five Corners, promises a 
double dose of aesthetic pleasure to 
ladies and gentlemen who step right 
up to see his current show. 

“It’s art squared,” Signorello says 
of “The Arrangement,” a group exhib- 
it of photos that can be loosely cate- 
gorized as still lifes. “First, there’s the 
laying out of a work of art, and then 
there’s the photographing of it.” 

Within the thematic framework, 
the 50 pieces on display range radi- 
cally in subject matter and technique. 
There’s geographical diversity, too: 
The 30 photographers represent 
several U.S. states as well as Canada, 
France and Israel. 

In “Caught by a Breeze," Keith 
Parks of La Mesa, Calif., presents a 
rhythmic abstraction of thick sheaths 
of paper gently bent into a complex 
geometric array. Parks’ photo com- 
bines the classicism and modernism 
of a Martha Graham pose. 

Michael Lew-Smith has done 
something similar in “Orogeny.” The 
cracks, swirls and smudges seen in 
close-up turn out to be patterns of 
weathered paint that this Hardwick, 
Vt., resident photographed on the roof 
of an old fire truck. 

A few of the images in “The Ar- 
rangement" were clearly inspired by 
traditional still-life paintings — spe- 
cifically, those of 17th-century Dutch 
masters and 19th-century French post- 
impressionists. 

Stephanie Luke’s picture of a dead 
rabbit nestled next to some onions 
could have been composed in the 
Hague four centuries ago rather than 
in California last year. The legacy also 
comes to life in the glinting light and 
tangible textures of olives and chest- 
nuts photographed by Jane Soodalter 
of South Salem, N.Y. And, a la Cezanne, 
St. Albans photographer Polly Raine has 
captured the essence of tangerines — 
stems and leaves included — by shoot- 
ing a pair of them against a deep black 
background. 

Memorable photos are often based 
on odd juxtapositions. So it is with Fish 



and Broom,” one of the images from the 
show that may linger longest in a visitor’s 
memory. Pam Steeg, who lives in Hun- 
tington, Vt., claims in a wall text to have 
happened on this boffo combo while bik- 
ing through a village in Thailand. Steeg 
could not have produced a more artful 
contrast of color and geometry if she had 
labored for hours to arrange this brown, 
handmade broom and green bucket of 
sardines atop a blue-slatted bench. 

Some photographers clearly con- 
structed groupings of items to achieve 


an intended effect Margaret Hiden 
tried but failed with that approach in 
“America, f@ck yea!" Successful po- 
litical satire is seldom seen in galleries 
these days, and this Atlanta photogra- 
pher doesn't break that streak with her 
cryptic tableau of a piggy bank trailed by 
three wads of play money. 

“Fan Art” by Laurie McCormick of 
Los Angeles is another example of a con- 
trived composition. It shows a purple, 
diaphanous scarf knotted to a room fan 
that's blowing it partly across a framed 


photo of a woman wearing a yellow 
cocktail dress. The whole thing was 
shot off-kilter from an iPhone to ac- 
centuate its weirdness. “Fan Art” did, 
nonetheless, appeal to the exhibit ju- 
ror Paula Tognarelli, director of the 
Griffin Museum of Photography in 
Winchester, Mass., who designated it 
best in show. 

Viewers of different tastes can have 
their say by taking part in “people's 
choice” balloting organized by Signo- 
rello as part of his populist approach 
to running the gallery. Just check off 
five personal favorites from a list of 
titles and deposit the slip in a box on 
your way out. The winner will be an- 
nounced on the gallery’s website. 

Signorello, who runs an informa- 
tion-systems company from his home 
in Essex, looked to PhotoPlace Gallery 
in Middlebury as a model for his eight- 
month-old operation. Like the gallery 
opened in 2009 by Middlebury College 
art prof Kirsten Hoving, Vermont Photo 
Space solicits submissions via the In- 
ternet for themed and juried shows that 
run for about a month. Both galleries pay 
their rent mainly through the fees they 
charge photographers for entries — in Si- 
gnorello’s case, $20 for up to three shots. 

It helps that he got “a great deal” on 
the renovated, ground-level space along- 
side Martone's Market & Cafe. Signorello 
says the coffee house draws foot traffic to 
his gallery in a location associated more 
with traffic-light tailbacks than with 
browsing boulevardiers. 

For each of the 11 shows he's or- 
ganized so far, Signorello has had no 
trouble finding photographers eager to 
show their work. About 100 paid to have 
their images considered for inclusion in 
“The Arrangement.” 

“There’s a real hunger by photog- 
raphers for opportunities to have their 
stuff seen," Signorello notes. The next 
challenge is to persuade locals to feed 
ravenous artists by actually buying their 
work. This month at Vermont Photo 
Space, the special is highly palatable 
still lifes. 

KEVIN J. KELLEY 




ART SHOWS 


ONGOING 


burlington area 

ALISA DWORSKY: "Drawing Strength.' rape and 

BCA Center in Burlington. Inro, 865-7166. 

BENJAMIN BARNES: 'Gasoline.' paintings reflecting 

with automobiles. Through February 28 at Art’s 
Alive Gallery in Burlington. Info. 310-3211. 

’BURLINGTON ELECTRIC: ENERGY-EFFICIENT ART’: 


CHRIS GLUCK: 'Art from Nature.’’ paintings, leaf 

CHRISTINE DEMARAIS: 'Stlchln 1 and Twitchin'.' 

Info. 863-3403. 

CHRISTOPHER GRAHAM: Dog and cat portraits, in 

ELISE WHITTEMORE-HILL: 'Paper." works by 


CALL TO 
ARTISTS 


215 College Gallery in Burlington. Info. 863-3662. 
EMILY & KYLE ROOT: "Paintings by M.L.E..' abstract 

Burlington. Info. 336-2832. 

ERIC DANIELS: 'Hope Epoch.' brightly colored 

'FINISSAGE 1 : This first annual exhibition will feature 

'GEORGES ROUAULT: CIRQUE DE L'ETOILE 
FILANTE': The French artist’s print portfolio. 

UVM in Burlington. Info. 656-0750. 

HALEY BISHOP ft CHRIS HARPER: Bishop 

HARRY BUSS: 'Genius.' a retrospective of the 


652-4500. 




exhibit called Tlying High,' 
qualities of flight. Works will 

dline: January 2B. Info, 
479-7069 or studioplacearts. 

CALLING INDIE CRAFTERS: 

for the Spring 2011 Queen 
City Craft Bazaar. Deadline: 
March 4. Apply online at 

GALLERY SEEKS NEW 
ARTISTS: Art on Main in 


CALL TO ARTISTS/CRAFTERS: 

would like to display their 
lil kls_0326@)yahoo.com. 


VERMONT ARTISTS WEEK: 

Call for applications from 


January 31. 

TRUE STORY: PHOTO 
EXHIBIT: A picture tells a 


HEARTS AFLAME: Rose Street 


participate. Guidelines/ 
studio.com. Grand Isle County 


COLLEGE STUDENT EXHIBIT: 

the Chaffee Art Center. Info. 
775-0356. chaffeeartcenter.org. 
EXPOSED! Helen Day 

Deadline is March 21. See 

‘FASHIONING 

PHOTOGRAPHY: Where do art 


TALKS & 


EVENTS 


VAL ROSSMAN & JANIS 
POZZI- JOHNSON: 

ajn.-6 p.m. Info, 253-8943. 


BHAKTI ZIEK & HOLLY 
WALKER: ’Continuum." 


BRING US YOUR DREAMS: 


and "Haptikos.' hand-built 


RECEPTIONS 

KATE MUELLER: "Color and 

February 18 at Christine 
Price Gallery. Castleton 

p.m. Info. 468-1119. 

'NEW VOICES': Photographs 


ADAM FORGUITES: 

January 30, 2-4 p.m. Info. 
artwhirled23@yahoo.com. 
CHERYL DAYE DICK: 
•Memories: North and South." 


INTY & YUARI MUENALA VEGA: " 

JACOUELYN HELOISE: Fashion illustrations in pen 

in Burlington. Info. B62-5051. 

JAVIER CINTRON & JACOUELYN HELOISE: Cintron, 

JESSICA NISSEN: 'Rorschach Drawings.' 


KAITLYN BARR: ’Winter-scapes,* acrylic paintings 
Studio in Burlington. Info, 425-2700. 

KATHLEEN BERRY BERGERON: Watercolor palnt- 

& Spa in Essex. Inro. 899-4628. 

KATIE O'ROURKE: Abstract acrylics. Bar: AMANDA 
Room: AARON STEIN: mixed-media assemblages 




VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 
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art 


Genius in 

BY MEGAN JAMES 

I t’s difficult to tell when cartoonist Harry Bliss is 
kidding. His artist’s statement, which currently 
hangs in Burlington’s Amy E. Tarrant Gallery as 
part of his exhibit “Genius,” is clearly tongue in 
cheek: “The show is a testament to the brilliance that 
is Harry Bliss ... this collection should not only visually 
entertain those who are fortunate enough to view it, 
but also physically enhance their sexual stamina, or a 
full refund will be given ... wait, the show is free, forget 
the refund part.” 

But when Bliss calls himself a genius, he’s really not 
kidding at all. 



i/i Fair enough. The South Burlington cartoonist 
g and children’s book illustrator, best known for his 
5 internationally syndicated single-panel cartoon “BLISS" 
“ — which appears in this paper — and his New Yorker 

cover art, drops by the gallery one recent morning. He's 
47, but talks with the alternating coolness and excitability 
of a teenager, especially when the conversation tends 

“ Jaws is just amazing, on so many levels," he 
declares, when asked about his favorite. “Citizen Kane 
g is one of the saddest movies I’ve ever seen. I cry every 


a Box 


The gallery bills his show as a retrospective, but 
Bliss says he just picked whatever he already had 
framed, along with work by members of his artistic 
family and pieces from his own collection. Those 
include original art by Maurice Sendak, William Steig 
and Jack Kirby, and a letter from Andrew Wyeth. 

Art has always been central to Bliss’ life. His parents 
met at the former Philadelphia Museum School of 
Industrial Art and started their family in Rochester, N.Y., 
where his father, graphic designer Jack Bliss, ran an art 
studio with his brothers. “I basically grew up sitting by 
the fire, watching my dad paint three or four nights out 
of the week ... listening to Sinatra,” Bliss says. 


I FEEL LIKE I'M ENLIGHTENED 

WHEN IT CONES ID MY VISION. 

HARRY BLISS 

At 6 years old he was drawing; by 13, typesetting 
for his dad. Itching to get out of Rochester, Bliss 
studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts 
and the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, and at 
Syracuse University. He worked nearly every job in 
the restaurant business until he reached 30, when he 
could support himself on his art alone. 

‘1 feel like I’m enlightened when it comes to my 
vision,” Bliss says. “It’s probably the only part of me 

Bliss speaks reverently about the artists who have 
inspired him. He’s that guy in the art museum who 
crouches next 
technique. “You 



ie checking 
earn from it.” 
: in oil and 
watercolor painting, but, as much as he respects 
technique, the idea is paramount. He gestures to an 
arresting watercolor he did right out of college, a 
portrait of an Amish teenager. The boy sits upright 
in his white shirt and suspenders, clutching a bright- 
yellow Walkman. It’s a beautiful painting. 

“But this is a better piece,” Bliss says, pointing to 
a New Yorker cover — which never ran; the Atlantic 
Monthly ended up publishing it. Actors Jamie Lee Curtis 
and Christopher Guest bought the original art In it, 
President Obama stands behind the desk of the Oval 
Office in silhouette, his back turned to the viewer. The 
red, white and blue of the American flag are the only 
colors in the piece. “It’s a better concept, it’s smarter,’’ 
Bliss says. “A certain cartoon, with the economy of line 
that expresses so much with so little ... I have so much 

No surprise, considering his chosen medium: the 
single-panel cartoon. Bliss points to one depictinga man 




and a woman facing 
each other at a table. 

His head is slightly 
bent in apology; her 
eyes are impossibly 
wide; one fat tear 
rolls down her cheek. 

Bliss drew the cartoon 
initially without 
a caption, then 
looked for narrative 
possibilities. He knew 
it had to include this 
line: “I swear that’s all 
that happened.” 

After some thought, 
he settled on this: “And the next thing I knew, I was 
kissing her, and two of her friends, I think one was a 
dude, then we all did Ecstacy, rented a limo, and went 
to Vegas — but I swear that’s all that happened.” 

So, what’s next for the genius? Bliss says he wants 

to read and go for walks,” he says. “I don’t have the 
energy anymore. I just want to stop [drawing] and sit 
and read.” 

It’s not convincing Bliss' ideas keep coming. “The 
Keith Richards autobiography is hilarious; he’s like a 
superhero,” he says. “That would be a funny cartoon: 

done that. You can’t kill him, even with the strongest 
heroin.” © 








BURLINGTON AREA ART SHOWS « P.63 

Street Deli in Burlington. Info. 859-9222 
'MAKE ART. REPEAT: The group show that began 

26 at VCAM studio in Burlington. Info. 859-9222. 
MARION C. HONORS: The Wild and the Sacred.' 

SL Paul’s Cathedral in Burlington. Info, 864-0471. 

'MASKED SPECTACLE: COMMEDIA DELL' ARTE 
AND BREAD & PUPPET THEATER': Prints by 

Burlington. Info. 656-0750. 

MEGAN HUMPHREY: Valentine Vestiges.* paper 
of Sweet Basil Cards. February 1 through 27 in 
Burlington. Info. 863-3403. 

MICHAEL ALESHIRE: Black-and-white photographs 
End Studio in Burlington. Info, 863-6713. 

UVM in Burlington. Info, 656-4200. 

MORGAN SWEENEY: The Colchester photographer 

Burlington. Info, 865-6227. 

PATRICIA LE-BON HERB: Acrylic paintings. Skyway: 
MICHAEL STRAUSS: acrylic paintings. Gates 
18.2: GREG MAMCZAK: oil on canvas. Escalator. 

Burlington. Info, 865-7166. 

PETE SUTHERLAND: Cut-paper collage by the 
31 at Village Wine & Coffee in Shelburne. Info. 

PETER ARTHUR WEYRAUCH: Art Affair by Shearer 

Info. 373-2321. 

REID CROSBY: "Layers." acrylic paintings by the 

ROBERT WALDO BRUNELLE JR.: 'General 

building. Through March 30 at the Wing Building in 
Burlington. Info, 899-1106. 

SAREET ROSENSTEIN: Why Did You Just Take a 

Speeder & Earl’s (Pine Street) in Burlington. Info, 


SHADOWS OF THE SAMURAI': Armor, swords. 

656-0750. 

'SIMPLE GIFTS: A SHOW FOR ALL SEASONS': 

Rupe, Gail Salzman, David Smith. Adelaide Murphy 

Sourdiffe Gallery In Shelburne. Info. 965-3848. 
'SMALL WORKS': Work by local artists that is no 
S.P.A.C.E. Gallery In Burlington. Info. 578-2512. 
TESSA HOLMES: Oil-on-canvas paintings based on 

THE ARRANGEMENT: Traditional, whimsical and 


THOMAS E. SHEARER: The Fog Frost" photo- 

UNDER THE BIG TOP: THE FINE ART OF THE 
CIRCUS IN AMERICA': Work by modern and 

'VERMONT LANDSCAPES IN BLACK & WHITE': 

WINTER GROUP SHOW: Work in a variety of 

in Burlington. Info, 865-7166. 

central 

2010 HOLIDAY SHOW: An eclectic mix of art 
Cristina Salusti. Nancy H. Taplin, Annie Witte. Jose 

Rochester. Info. 767-9670. 

GEORGE LAWRENCE & JACQUELYN JIMOI: Two 


JENNA KELLY: "F 

Gallery: THE DARK SIDE.’ work by Annemie Curlin. 
Main Floor Gallery: WHEN NO ONE IS LOOKING." 


JESS GRAHAM: Illustrative, Irr 
at the Cheshire Cat in Montpelier. Inro. 223-1981. 
JOAN CURTIS: ‘At One With Nature's Wiles: Recent 

in Poultney. Info, 287-8398. 



Critical warning signs: 
Threatening suicide, writing 
about suicide, or looking for 
ways to kill oneself. 


Youth Suicide 


H HealthQ 
Learning 


ASK. L STEN. GET HELP 


UMatterUCanGetHelp.com 

Vermont Youth Suicide Prevention 
For crisis intervention: 

Call 2-1-1 in VT or 1.800.273.8255 


Ameriprise 

Financial 

Manage Your Taxes. Use the Opportunities in Current Tax Laws 


Do you have irregular cycles 
and want to become pregnant? 


Dr. Peter Casson, in collaboration with the Reproductive Medicine 
Network, is looking for volunteers for a research study comparing 
the effectiveness of two FDA-approved drugs for helping women 
become pregnant. 

You may eligible if you are 18-40 years old and have eight or 
fewer periods a year. 


For more information, please contact 

Dr. Casson at 802-656-7505 





art 



106.7 wun presents: 

Wizard Wednesdays! 


Every Wednesday thru March 30th 
ski & ride at Jay Peak for just /fa 

(except February 23rd) /B 

with your WIZARD CARD! 


HI 


get your free card at 
www.wizn.com 


ALMARTIN VOLVO 


THERE'S MORE TO LIFE THAN A VOLVO. LIKE RAISING A LITTLE HELL WITH 300 HORSES, POUNCING 
INTO THE LEFT LANE WITH 325 TURBOCHARGED LB-FT OF FURY, SPANKING CORNERS INTO 
SUBMISSION WITH YOUR ALL-NEW SPORT-TUNED CHASSIS, AND FEELING A LITTLE OANGEROUS IN A 
CAR TRICKED OUT WITH SAFETY TECHNOLOGY. THAT'S WHY YOU DRIVE THE NAUGHTY VOLVO. 


LISTEN FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN a two night stay in the Buzz Chalet at 
Jay Peak, and lift passes for 6 people: Tune In to Pete Powers and the 
Morning Buzz for the Jay Peak Chalet Song of the Day every weekday at 
7:20am now through January 28th! 


m . . _ for more info, log on to 

■yAvNft www.999thebuzz.com 


MARGOT LASHER: 'Shiro in Manhattan,' photos or 


through 28 at Ca 
artwhiried23@ya 


MARK CHANEY: 'Guiding Light." digital 



WOMEN TOWN CLERKS OF VERMONT: 
REFLECTIONS ON DEMOCRACY': A multimedia 




chatnplain 

valley 

AN EXHIBIT OF THEIR 
OWN: SIX FEATURED 
WOMEN ARTISTS': 



434-6434. 



Georges Rouault: 
Cirque de L’Etoile 

Filante Like countless artists 
before him, this French printmaker was 
drawn to images of the circus — but 
Rouault was one of the first to capture 
the performers' human side. He identified 
with the clown, who put on a smile and 
played along with life’s charade despite 
his suffering. From 1926-38 he published 
this print portfolio, which translates to 
“Circus of the Shooting Star” stripping 
away the elaborate costumes to reveal 
the clown as a tragic figure. The show is 
at the University of Vermont's Fleming 
Museum, along with two other circus- 
themed exhibits, through May 22. 
Pictured: “Tristes Os." 






ART SHOWS 



Peter Fried 
& Angelo Arnold 

Come to Stowe’s Helen Day Art Center 
this week for Mikey Welsh’s exuberant 
abstract and representational paintings; 
stay for Peter Fried’s tender oil paintings 
of highway signs and Angelo Arnold’s 
upholstered loveseat, which threatens to 
swallow all those who sit there. Fried finds 
beauty in the geometry of the manmade 
world thrust into the natural one. Arnold 
creates a whole new world, in which 
familiar living room furniture is distorted, 
as if to say, “You are not welcome here.” 
Don’t say we didn’t warn you. Fried and 
Arnold’s show, in the East Gallery, is up 
through February 27; Welsh’s, through 
April 17. Pictured; "Loved Seat 2” by 
Angelo Arnold. 


northern 

ALEX BOTTINELU: Mixed-media and encaustic 

5SS-B078. 

ANGELO ARNOLD & PETER FRIED: Arnold's 

JAMES LUCIANA: Selections from 'Light and 

LARRY GOLDEN: 'Winter in the Kingdom: 


MARC AWODEY: Paintings by the Vermont artist. 
Johnson State College. Info. 635-1469. 


MARDY 80 GAR: > 


MIKEY WELSH: 'If Such a Thing Exists, Then Yes,' 

Center in Stowe. Info. 253-6131. 

MUFFIN RAY: 




STEPHEN HUNECK V 


THE JACOB WALKER GROUP & ALEX ANGIO: Work 

WENDY SOLIDAY: 'Brilliant Colors/Delicate Dust' 

southern 

LAUREN WATROUS & WENDY CROSS: 'Map of 
nomic struggles by Cross: LINDA KAYE-MOSES: 


'FRANK STELLA: IRREGULAR POLYGONS': An 

Hanover. N.H. Info. 603-646-2808. 

JANUARY GROUP SHOW: Recent work, including 

Info. 603-448-3117. 

JENNY QIAN: 'Basic Space," painting and 

'MARKING TIME': The Guild of Book Workers pres- 

March 20 at Baker-Berry Library, Dartmouth 
College in Hanover. N.H. Info. 603-646-3998. 

TRADITION TRANSFORMED: TIBETAN ARTISTS 


"If you're interested in helping 
the world move forward to a 
cleaner and more sustainable 
way of living and working, 
and you've got the talents we 
need here... then please apply. 
You'll never regret it..." 

— Paul Smith 

Mechanical Engineer 


NRG Systems is hiring 

hiring.nrgsystems.com 








Global leader in wind measurement technology® | Hinesburg, Vermont 



RAI5E>V 
THE Rnap 


What makes buildings stand up? What makes them come 
down? Explore the inner life of buildings of all kinds from 
houses to domes to skycrapers. Turn the crank a few times 
lo Raise the Roof yourselfl 

It's all about buildings, right now, at ECHOI 


SPONSOBFD BY: 


fhtrltnston JFrtf JlrrsS 


'ECHO FUN 
:o 71297 



movies 


Blue Valentine ★★★ 


F or director and cowriter Derek 
Cianfrance, making this movie was 
literally a labor of love. He spent 12 
years working on it, and his subject 
is, in feet, love. Or, more accurately, love's of- 

Blue Valentine chronicles the final two 
days in the marriage of a working-class 
Pennsylvania couple, interspersed with 
scenes from their courtship six years earlier. 
Ryan Gosling is Dean. Michelle Williams is 
Cindy. The picture is all before and after — 
the answers to the questions it raises are, 
unfortunately, contained in its nonexistent 
middle. 

The movie opens on the older version 
of the pair trudging through the motions of 
a typical morning. Dean jokes around with 
Frankie (Faith Wladyka), the 6-year-old 
daughter he's mad for and who is not his. 
Cindy, bone weary and near 30, clings to her 
bed for dear life. He’s a house painter with- 
out an ounce of ambition to be anything else. 
She's an overworked medical aid who once 
dreamed of becoming a doctor. 

The first of several inexplicable develop- 
ments follows shortly: As his wife unsmil- 
ingly cleans the house, Dean picks up the 
phone and makes a reservation for the night 
at a cheesy fantasy moteL "Cupid’s Cove or 


tire Future Room?" he asks her. She is not 
amused. She is not, we soon learn, any longer 
in love. Yet she agrees to go. Something tells 
us this will not end well. 

Next thing we know, we’ve boomeranged 
back to the couple’s first date. Both Gosling 
and Williams are 15 pounds lighter, he’s lost 
the receding hairline, and she's regained 
her glow. He carries a ukulele as they walk 
a dreary street at night and launches into 
(deep meaning alert!) “You Always Hurt the 
One You Love,” as Cindy tapdances in the 
light of a store front. Ah, young love. 

Then a flashback to Cindy’s home life. 
We seem to be observing an ordinary family 
dinner when, suddenly and without expla- 
nation, her father (John Doman) begins hol- 
lering and hurling meatloaf as Cindy says in 
a voiceover (foreshadowing alert!), “I never 
want to be like my parents. I know they must 
have loved each other at one time. Did they 
just get it all out of the way before they had 
me?" 

Whiplash alert! Cianfrance shoots us 
back to the future and the fateful nightat the 
motel. Again, given what’s about to ensue, 
Cindy’s actions are hard to explain. She not 
only agrees to come, she goes out and buys 
a shopping cart of booze. Gosling’s charac- 
ter is as unprepared as the viewer for her 


No Strings Attached ★★i 


H H ■ rive, I blame the director. 

WM UK When comedies aren't very 
funny, I blame the writer. The 
problem is, it's hard to know exactly whom 
to blame. Beneath a single writing credit con 
lurk a roomful of script doctors — and mar- 
keters — who contributed to turning the final 
product into a let’s-please-everyone muddle. 

Such is the case of No Strings Attached, a 
busy, overstuffed romantic comedy that aims 
enough jokes at enough demographics that 
some of them hit the mark. So many funny 
people do so many sort-of-funny things in 
this R-rated saga of two "friends with ben- 
efits” that genre fans may come out satisfied. 
For my money, it’s more of a misfire. 

The single credited screenwriter is Eliza- 
beth Meriwether, a twentysomething Yale 
graduate with bona fides in the New York 
theater: In the Times, the director of one of 
her plays called her "the whip-smart next- 
generation alternative to groundbreaking 
male writers like Chris Durang, Woody Allen 
and Judd Apatow,” 

So I guess we can give Meriwether credit 
for the opening of the movie, which comes 
off like an absurdist version of When Harry 
Met Sally... When Adam (Ashton Kutcher) 
meets Emma (Natalie Portman) at summer 


camp, he requests permission to finger her. 
She declines. Their next encounter finds 
them in college, where she asks him on a 
date ... to her father’s funeral. 

Their third encounter is equally awk- 
ward: their fourth involves a depressed 
Adam making a mass booty call. But when he 
and Emma do fall into bed, almost randomly, 
the awkwardness disappears. They may not 
exactly be "friends,” or have anything in 
common — he’s an easygoing aspiring TV 
writer; she's a workaholic doctor — but they 
do enjoy the benefits of their casual hookups. 

It's an interesting enough premise for a 
rom com, especially because Emma is the 
one who shuns commitment — relationships 
make her "weird and scary,” she says. Port- 
man, who co-executive produced the movie, 
has enough residual neurotic intensity left 
over from Black Swan that you believe her. 

What she lacks is much chemistry with 
Kutcher, who, as always, shoots for noth- 
ing more complex than meatliead affability. 
But who cares? Should the leads bore you, 
the filmmakers are ready with a rogue's gal- 
lery of entertaining supporting players: Jake 
Johnson and Chris "Ludacris” Bridges as 
Adam’s buddies; Greta Gerwig and Mindy 
Kaling as Emma’s roommates; Lake Bell as 
Adam’s geeky-hot colleague; and a gaggle of 



wrenching rejection of his advances and 
subsequent display of revulsion when the 
two do attempt drunken sex. 

How the MPAA figured this sequence 
justified a rating of NC-17 is beyond me. 
There's more flesh in your average teen com- 
edy. The rating has since been changed to R; 
I guess someone from the organization got 
around to watching the film. 

From that point, things just get darker. 
How and why Cindy’s love curdled is left 
to our imagination. One minute, they're 
head over heels. The next, they’re at each 
other’s figurative throats. What happened? 
Fill in the blank. Blue Valentine was a smash 


at Cannes and has earned great reviews, so 
maybe I’m missing something. I agree the ac- 
tors do affecting, realistic work. The picture 
just doesn’t offer a whole lot else, as far as I 
can see, and I’ve seen it half a dozen times. 

What I see is a more or less point-free 
festival of depression. A bummerthon. Come 
on, does the family dog really need to die? 
Beats me how this movie made it even mar- 
ginally into the award-season conversation. 
Of course, it would be another matter alto- 
gether if there were an award for feel-bad 
film of the year. 

RICK KISONAK 



fresh-faced kids who sing and dance as the 
cast of the “Glee”-like show where he works. 
Then there’s Ophelia Lovibond as Adam's 
fatuous ex; and, for those old enough to ap- 
preciate his dropping in, Kevin Kline as our 
hero’s youth-chasing dad. 

It all sounds fun. But the dialogue never 
rises to Apatovian heights of inspired raunch; 
the naughty bits are a bunch of cheap shots. 
The script offers some surprisingly honest 
moments, as when Emma calls Adam from 
her sister’s wedding, and he acidly informs 
her that her lovey-dovey mood won't last. 
It also has plot points and characterizations 
worthy of a third grader. Either Meriwether 


is Hollywood’s most uneven writer, or the 
film was assembled by a committee. 

For what it’s worth, No Strings Attached 
still has more laughs than your average rom 
com, and more than most of the recent oeu- 
vre of once-great comedy director Ivan Reit- 
man. But I couldn't help wishing that Gerwig 
and Kaling — both likable, with great rim- 
ing — would go off and make their own no- 
holds-barred farce about women navigating 
modern relationship minefields. 

Oh, well. Stinging comedy? That’s what 
TV and YouTube are for. 

MARGOT HARRISON 




Even healthy people get the flu. 


Full Synthetic 
Green Oil Change 
$60 

(up to 5 quarts) ^ ^ ^ 

(802) 660-005 5 Quality Auto Care 

GIRLINGTONGAFRAGE.COM Delivered with Respect 


^OR E WIDE S/!\4f / black horse 

■’ *■. warehouse store 

fine art supplies 
'I// best prices 

1197 williston road south burlington 802.860.4972 WWW.black-horse.com 






= MOVIE CLIPS = 


THE TILLMAN STORY ****1/2 Amir Bar-LeVs 



Disney's Tran (198Z) w; 







NEW ON VIDEO 



THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE<3TO£ 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


BETWEEN THE SCENES What we've got 

for you this week are stills from four well-known films. In each, 
one or more of the picture's stars has been caught between takes 
talking shop with the film's director. Your job is to process all clues 
— costume, set, the combination of personnel, etc. — and come up 
with the title of the movie they're in the middle of making... 




DEADLINE: Noon on Monday. 



Computer / 
House Calls Qn 

“Taking the FRUSTRATION out of computers” 

Affordable, Honest Computer Service 

✓ In YOUR home ✓ On YOUR computer ✓ Right where YOU need it 

• Internet and Netwoik Connections 

• Viius & Spywaie Piotection & Removal 

• Softwaie Installation, Upgiade and Repali 
•Haidwaie Installation, Upgiade and Repaii 
■ New Computei Puichase and Setup 

Cost: Flat rate of $90/hour. No mileage fees, no minimnm charge, no other hidden costs. 
www.computerhousecallsvt.com 802-3 24-5944 


Qigong Class 

Wednesday evenings for 8 weeks 
Beginning February 2, 2011 — 6-7pm 
Acupuncture & Qigong Health Center 
167 Pearl St., Essex Junction 
www. completechinesemedicine. com 
Taught by Arthur Makaris, who has been practicing 
Qigong for over 30 years. 

Arthur is a licensed Acupuncturist and 
master of Chinese martial art. 

This is a foundation class and will focus on: 

• Essence, Breath and Mind 
• Physical and Energetic Alignment 
• Opening Qi • Gathering Qi 
To Register Call 879-7999 


Do you suffer from Stress Urinary 

INCONTINENCE? 


If you are female and have loss or leakage of 
urine during activities such as: 

Coughing, laughing or sneezing 

• Climbing stairs or bending 

• Lifting, straining or other stressful activities 
You may qualify to participate in an investigational 
research study. If you qualify, you will receive at 
no cost. 

• Study-related tests, procedures and products 

• Physical examination 

• Reimbursement tor time and travel 


If you are interested in learning more about this clinical study, please call 
The Continence Center (802-847-0569) at Fletcher Allen Health Care . 
We look forward to hearing from you. 







phorically speaking, of a rare and beautiful check out rob brezsnvs expanded weekly audio horoscopes & daily text message horoscopes: realastrology.com or 1-877-873-4888 



| WINTER IS JUST GETTING STARTED. 

KEEP YOUR FEET WARM AND DRY. 

20% off all Winter Boots 

at John's Shoe Shop North! 



WPTZ Digital Channel: 5-2 * Burlington Telecom: 305 
Time Warner: 854 * Charter: 296 * Comcast: 169 





= NEWS QUIRKS BY ROLAND SWEET 


Curses, Foiled Again 

A security officer called police after 
noticing blood and two trays of empty 
razor-blade packages at a Walmart 
store in Venango Count)', Pa. Deducing 
that a shoplifter had cut himself while 
removing the blades, state troopers 
followed the trail of blood to Michael 
Barton, 29. ( Erie Times-News ) 

Zannish Frazier, 28, called police 
in West Linn, Ore., to say she was 
stranded in a park and needed a ride 
to the transit station. Officers who 
showed up found the woman toting six 
duffel bags, two of which turned out 
to be filled with stolen laptops, clothes 
and jewelry. “It was almost like she 
went Christmas shopping,” police Sgt. 
Neil Hennelly said after arresting Fra- 
zier for burglary and theft. (Portland’s 
Oregonian) 

Another Nail in the Post 
Office’s Coffin 

As more Netflix customers switch 
from mail-order DVDs to Internet 
downloads, its streaming movie service 
is hogging North America's bandwidth, 
threatening the Internet’s capacity 
to handle other uses, according to 
the network management company 
Sandvine. Its annual report on broad- 
band usage said that just under 2 per- 
cent of Netflix subscribers account for 
20 percent of all Internet traffic during 
peak home Internet usage hours in the 
United States and Canada. Sandvine 
forecasts Netflix will strain broadband 
capacity as more and more customers 
abandon the mail. (Slate) 

Hard Times 

Executions in the United States 
declined 12 percent in 2010, in part 
because of “the high costs of the death 
penalty at a time when budgets are 
being slashed,” according to the Death 
Penalty Information Center’s annual 
report. Texas led the nation, carry- 
ing out 17 of the 46 U.S. executions. 
(Reuters) 

Dupe of the Week 

Joseph Jones, 73, told sheriff’s inves- 
tigators he was awakened by a phone 
call to his motel room in Spartanburg, 
S.C., from someone claiming to be the 
manager. The caller explained that 
a prior guest had left behind some 
“highly sophisticated cameras” that 
were hidden and needed to be gotten 
rid of. Following the caller's instruc- 
tions, Jones smashed the television 
with the ceramic toilet tank cover, then 
threw the set outside and shattered 
all the mirrors in the room. Next, the 
caller said that a midget was trapped in 
an adjoining room, and Jones "needed 
to help police get to him.” Jones duti- 
fully broke through the wallboard. 

By then, the real motel manager had 
received noise complaints from nearby 
guests and called the authorities, who 


concluded that Jones was the victim 
of an elaborate prank, which had 
targeted guests at other motels. No 
charges were filed, but the manager 
asked Jones to leave. (Spartanburg’s 
WXII-TV) 

Overreaction of the Week 

When his girlfriend turned down his 
marriage proposal at a Burger King in 
Pico Rivera, Calif., Francisco Hernan- 
dez, 22, went to his car, which still had 
“Stacy Will You Marry Me?” written 
on the back window. He drove onto the 
sidewalk, through some bushes and 
into the restaurant parking lot, where 
he reportedly tried to run the ex-girl- 
friend down. He narrowly missed, then 
tried to drive away with two flat tires. 
Hernandez abandoned the car and ran, 
according to Los Angeles County sher- 
iff’s Lt. Andrew Hernandez, but “then 
our helicopter guys spotted him walk- 
ing down the street carrying a bouquet 
of flowers.” (Los Angeles Times) 

Little Tilings Mean a Lot 

An unnamed man in Granby, Que- 
bec, appeared before a small-claims 
court demanding compensation for a 
penis enlarger he insisted didn’t work, 
although he spent 500 hours trying 
to make it function. The man said he 
paid $262 for the X4 Extender Deluxe 
Edition because an advertisement 
promised results. (Canadian Press) 
Surgeons at Taiwan’s Institute of Bio- 
medical Engineering said their experi- 
ments showed that electricity is a safer 
alternative to scalpels for performing 
penile surgery. Their report, “Deter- 
mination of Human Penile Electrical 
Resistance and Implication on Safety 
for Electrosurgery of Penis,” noted that 
a highly concentrated electrical cur- 
rent performs a cleaner cut with much 
less blood. Because of the potential 
risk of determining how much elec- 
tricity a penis could safely withstand, 
Dr. Vincent Tsai noted the researchers 
performed their experiments on them- 
selves, attaching electrodes to both the 
head and the shaft of the organ, then 
applying voltage — but not anesthetic. 
Their conclusion, Tsai said, was to 
use less power for shorter durations. 
(Australia’s news.com.au) 

Un-American Activity 

Reporting on Iowa’s Treasure Hunt 
program to return unclaimed cash, 
stocks and property to residents, State 
Treasurer Michael Fitzgerald said the 
person who stands to gain the most, an 
85-year-old man in Storm Lake, refuses 
to file the necessary paperwork to claim 
what's owed him: $1,632,427 in cash, 
and stocks valued at $446,874. “We have 
made overtures to him,” Fitzgerald said. 
“He knows the money is there. It appears 
to be a situation of him not wanting to be 
bothered." (Des Moines Register) 




The water cooler 
just got wetter. 

»sevendays vt.com 


IS THIS WINTER 
TAKING A TOLL 
ON YOUR BACK? 


agja KEEP YOUR BODY 
Ml STRONG WITH 
CHIROPRACTIC 

Rushford Family Chiropractic 

i 100 Dorset Street, Suite 21 • 860 3336 
www.rushfordchiropractk.com 


The Romance & Bridal Issue 

is coming to Seven Days on February 2! 


Reserve your ad by January 28. Call 864-5684. 
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TED RALL 


GAYS IN THE. MILITARY? 

OK. WHAT ABOUT WOMEN 

IN COMBAT? 

AS LONG AS WOMEN KEEP 
SILENT ABOUT THEIR 
GENDER, THEY CAN FIGHT. 

THE SAME CONCERNSV SO' SAME 

APPLY' DISCIPLINE SOLUTION! 

^ANDUNr^^lE^Rj DON'T ASK, 

fsARGE! ARE V A TRANSVESTITE? 

1 YOU...A .. 1 VES. 1 FIGHT DIRTY 

V, t,t^, . .TaBUT 1 DRESS PRETTY. 

IT ISN’T EASY TO LIVE A LIE. 

BUT CRITICS NOTE THAT 

LOTS or WOMEN ALREADY 
SERVE IN COMBAT. 

WOMEN SOLDIERS V WE CAN Y ° 

CAN SHOOT PROVIDE i 

CIVILIANS. ROB EM ( 1 EQUIPMENT t 
TOO BUT CAN THEY II SENATOR ‘ 1 i 
PAPE ’EM? . / , , — - 1,-U t 

f MUST... RESIST.. URGE TC>') u rfM L 

l TIDY UP WAR ZONE.. . J taP" | 


1-U-U 


LULU EIGHTBALL 



IDIOT BOX 
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TRSIgglfTOWH 


FLEECER syncs up 
with youfi credit 
CARD To JACK 
up Your 
INTEREST 

Rate. 

PAW-0 

PANHANDLES 
STRA V6ERS 
THfiouGH THEIR 
HANDHELD 

devices. 


Relatives you’ve 
Borrowed move y 


TlCKToCK 

TELLS You WHEW 
Your unemployment 
Runs our. 


Re - Ploy 

TEUS You whew 
Deployed and which 
U/AR You’re &OIWSTD. 



WHEELO TEUS you 

WHEN THE HWN1 S 
ComiNS To REPOSSESS 


LOCATOR, 

Safe flop tells 

You which Home- 
Less shelters 
Don't have 
B6£>eufi|S. 

CftAPPEft 

Finds the 
nearestPublic 
RFSTROOHI 
WHERE YOU 
DON’T HAVE To 
BE a cusTomES. 


TEARDROP 

LETS You KNOW 
WHEN AT jr Drops 
Y oUR SERVICE. 



comics +puzzles 

MORE PUZZLES! |||||| MORE COMICS! |||||| MORE FUN! 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE TIM NEWCOMB (P.06) FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.72) 

(P.C-5 IN CLASSIFIEDS) RED MEAT (P.C-6) & NEWS QUIRKS (P.73) 



© CALCOKU,,™ C S 


DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★** 
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DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ** 



★ = MODERATE ** = CHALLENGING ***=HOO, BOY! — FIND ANSWERS & CROSSWORD IN THE CLASSIFIEDS SECTION 


7D Comix Fans: 

We received a lot of suggestions 
for new cartoons and are considering 
options. Look for changes soon! 


BLISS BY HARRY BLISS 



DO VOU HAVE AN ENVIRONMENTAL EVE- 
SORE THAT NEEDS COVERING OVER? 
JUST PUT AN AMERICAN FLAG ON IT OR 
GIVE IT A PATRIOTIC SOUNDING NAME! 

1 REFINERIES 

MINES 

gfe y 

COAL FIRED 
PLANTS R f 

s f 1 

HIGHIilAVS 

\£>^Sk“r,<iieg; 




SpaNily, S+oP 
W> M 3 Vo pee. 1 
TKe«e isn't 

ify 

Tou jvs+ 

§j& 


January 2a, loil 



r/r 


Classic Hits 


Sundau, Januaru )0 

B| floon-ypm 


r Grand Maple ballroom 


0U40 


0 0 


Bill* 


Accent 

Travel 


WM [Rite IMMtag <g tesiMiQlteffiu 


Tickets: Advance/$7 at the Door 

Partial proceeds benefit the Breast Care Center at FAHC 
Purchase Tickets at WWW. WolcO.COITI or WWW. wkol.COm 




FERSoIWUS 

For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



W5MEN Aeekii^MEN 

AWESOME, FLOWER-LOVING, 
GENEROUS DIVA 


LOVE RESCUE ME 

vesper_judea, 50, Cl. 9120047 
MOCHA GODDESS 


TAKE A WALK? 

With, parsnip. 40. 9107968 
OH WAT BEN JE MOOI! 

ArtinVermont. 46. Cl. 9108077 

JOYOUS & CONTEMPLATIVE 
EXTROVERTED INTROVERT 

spiritedone. 44. 9119846 
FUN-LOVING, KIND MUSIC LOVER 


CARING, CHARISMATIC, LOOKING FOR 
CHALLENGE 


fallflrework. 20. 8, Cl. 9120003 
INSIDE & OUT 

worth it Musicislife. 49. Cl. 9119982 


WSMEfll W5MEN 

MUST LOVE DOGS & MUSIC 


Interested? ladydj 38. Cl. 9120060 


CURJoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 


All the action is online. 

Browse more than 2000 
local singles with profiles 
including photos, voice 
messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


I\I5T oN 'NET? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4556 


bluefireSlSl. 33. Cl. 9119788 
I COULD BE YOUR SUNSHINE 

MEN Aegk^WSMLN 

WINTER/SUMMER FUN & OCEAN 

life. Sailnaked 59. Cl. 9120070 
SEEKING KINKY SEXY FUN LADY 

endowed, about 8' & 


have fun. lonelyat44. 44. 9120068 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO DANCE? 


start. DavidLindy. 44. Cl. 9120050 


STRONG. KIND, FUN 

Attractive, fit. I like hiking, biking. 


good food/wine/beer & good love. 
You? balsamfir. 51. Cl. 9120053 




PASSIONATE WOMAN IS SEARCHING 

crazy U-tums. REANE69. 36. Cl. 9116728 
CUTE GEEK GRRL SEEKS SAME 

i slightly off angle & my 

ones. phoenixgrrl42 31. Cl 9119958 
MEET NEW PEOPLE. AFTER THAT? 

on life's terms, tata. 39. 9119891 
INSERT FANTASIC HEADLINE HERE © 
This is fun © What do we have to 


SELF-ABSORBED. INACTIVE. RECLUSE 

have time, watch TV. play Wii. hang 
at the mall. Kids are OK since I 




FOR GAWD’S SAKES! 

LOL. Harryhaller. 58. Cl. 9110373 
LOVERBOY. LOVERBOY... 

Hi. I'm me, it s True! Just a kid in 

invite anyone w/ a little strength in 


pRSFilioF THE WEEK: 

W5MEN ieekii^MEN 

WITTY BEISBOL ENTHUSIAST SEEKS SAME 

Moving from rural Arizona makes me feel like a fish out of 
water. Here's what's under my down coat: I'm an outgoing, 
quick-witted woman who loves music, lively dinner parties 
& a good laugh. I'd like to share life w/ a fellow romantic 
who has worked through his core beliefs & would welcome 
company on an adventure we create together. SolaE. 42, □. 
#120018 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: I consider myself an open- 
minded person, but my deal breakers are cruelty and 
frugality of any kind. 


WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR 

At the end of the night I never 

EnthusiasmAbound, 26, Cl, 9116723 

I am 58 & laid back. I am honest 

kennyatw. 58. 8. Cl, 9101036 
ADVENTUROUS. ATHLETIC. LOVING & 

in the woods. Jim073. 37. 9120037 


a plus. LilMarmot 32. Cl. 9120035 


LIVING THE LIFE. 

Lightning. Flash. 26 8, Cl, 9104620 

hear from ya! Buster. 42. 8. #111080 

ACTION NOW 

waiting. I want some man-to-man and 
about today? elvis!977. 48. 8. 9104119 




insertmynamehere, 19. Cl, 9120031 




PERSoNRtS 


Ajl/ 


W51MEIM Aegkii^? 

BIG BEAUTIFUL ORAL SEXPOT 

up! TooHot4u. 48. Cl 4120020 
SHY & DISCREET 

future Politat2. 25. Cl. 4119886 
LOOKING FOR A PLAYMATE! 


bedroom. Undzs3240. 25. Cl. 411986 
HUNGRY 


laid, penobscot. 41. 8. 4119855 



cougar??? SweetThing, 38. 4119790 
IN NEED. CAN YOU HELP 

need for drinks. We meet we XXXX. we 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


must watch. 3isbetter. 38. Cl. 4104249 


Bunnyofsnow, 19. Cl. 4119307 


>1. 4118996 
LETS GET CURIOUS TOGETHER 

it leads, tanqueraygirl. 43. 4119021 
ALWAYS Bl. NEVER TRIED... 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 


NoT oN MS 'NeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 


involved, whichever we decide. I’m FF 
& curvy, gardengirl, 41, Cl. 4118313 

REAL WOMAN FOR GROWN-UP PLAY 

play, btvplayer. 41, Cl. 4118193 


LOOKING FOR MR. GOODKNOTS? 

rope! Other toys rock, too. but rope is 

don't you think? goodknots, 52. 4119769 
OLDER, HUNGRY. LONELY 

adayatthezoo. 68. 8. 4119925 
ALWAYS HARD ALWAYS HORNY 


IVEEIM 


A VERY NAUGHTY GENTLEMAN 

of humor. TheBoat. 51, Cl. 4120042 




OLD MAN IN A YOUNG BODY 


get in touch, damnright. 28. 4119857 
YOUNG ABLE WILLING CHARMING 


memphishigs, 27. Cl, 4119856 


oMES 


REAL EXPERIENCED SWINGERS NO 


TIGGER POOH 

every day. tigger. 41. 8, 4120040 
WANNA? 

vtgranolageek. 48. 4106511 
DTOWN BTOWN 

a chance! KMFDMer. 38. Cl. 4119995 
THE PERFORMER 

Hello, my name is Jimmy. Interested 

sarcasm. HighLife8S. 25. Cl. 4119969 
A FIRM HAND 

CHURCH ST. ROMP SHOP! 


K!NK oF WEEK: 


IViEN 


ODYSSEUS SEEKING HIS HOT CIRCE 

Where's my hot little enchantress? Come & play w/ me for 
a little while! Set hot, sweaty & sore w/ me. Go w/ me to 
places where you've only gone in your mind before. Let's go 
to the brink of imagination & lust Are you ready? I'm well- 
educated, professional, strong & fit. Excellent imagination 
& willing to use it. Odysseus62. 48. 8, □, #120026 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: What's the kinkiest thing 
you've ever done or want to do? I've had plenty of 
threesomes, but I've never been in a DP. I’m ready for it! 


required, sexyvtcpl. 33. C! 4119971 


MARRIED TO DULL SEX PARTNER 

& D/D free. I like young & older 
women. gemini49. 49. 4119916 

ADVENTURE SEEKER OUT FOR OLDER 

a carefree romp. jrd890. 22, 4116670 


GET YOUR YAYAS 

ZshayZshay. 24. C! 4119892 


ADVENTUROUS. DISCREET. SENSUAL 
PLAYMATE 

anytimeuwant 57, Cl. 4119869 

WILLING. ABLE, SKILLED. CHARMING. 
HANDSOME 


INNOCENT 

innocentgirl 34. Cl. 4119961 
BIG GAPING HOLES 

or snow. kittycats_sm. 20. Cl. 4119952 

SHYLY FEROCIOUS NAUGHTY 
LIBRARIAN 

Handsome BF (40, fit sensual) & I 

fun. Chittykitty. 30. C! 4119934 
JUST FOR FUN 

email. 2njoy3. 45. 4119469 


150 INTENSE? 

GO BACK1 PAGE 





isPb v 


If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


THE BEES TO MY KNEES 

You: Man. Me: Woman. 4908488 


THE MTN MUTT GIRL 

At the OP we talked after others 


22. 2011. Where: the Other Place. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. 4908487 

REDHEAD IN A SMOKE SHOP 


You: Woman. Me: Man. 4908486 
THE ONE WHO WAITED STILL WAITS 

January 22, 2011. Where: St. Albans. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. 4908485 

IN LINE AT MOrS 

I have ever seen. I couldn't take my 

You: Woman. Me: Mon. 4908484 


BC1 IN TWO 2TANG0 

You said you like to ski. Maybe 

Woman. Me: Man. 4908483 
BLACK DOOR. NEW YEAR’S EVE 


BUY-CURIOUS? 

If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


BARNES 8. NOBLE FRIEND 

You: Man. Me: Woman. 4908481 
P33KAB00 CUTIE ON MATCH 


You: Woman. Me: Man. 4908480 
FOX RUN 

Woman. Me: Man. 4908479 
CLOUD 89 

You: Woman. Me: Woman. 4908478 
THE ONE WHO WAITED 

January 16. 2010. Where: Colchester. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. 4908477 


KAWASAKI BABE 

:e. I knew you 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 4908476 
"THE REGENERATOR* 

You: Man. Me: Woman. 4908475 
STANDUP GIRL AT HIGHER GROUND 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 4908474 
BARNES 8, NOBLE 


: Woman. 4908473 


AKE’S PLACE. 12/23 

here 8. 1 will call you. I have not been 


4908470 


INTERESTED IN “TA2DINVT" 

would like to, too. When: Sunday, 
You: Man. Me: Woman. 4908469 


FRIDAY NIGHT OUTSIDE KKD 

January 14, 2011. Where: Outside KKD. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. 4908468 


9 to 5? When: Saturday. January 15, 
You: Woman. Me: Woman. 4908467 


RICHMOND FARMER ON MATCH.COM 

14. 2011. Where: Match. You: 

Man. Me: Woman. 4908465 


RICHMOND FARMER ON MATCH.COM 

Match. You: Man. Me: Woman. 4908464 


YOU.ME.US.ALWAYS. 


mistress 


% 


GETTING THINGS DONE! 

4e: Woman. 4908471 
LUNCH TIME AT LIBERTY TAX 


'UmiM®'® jMgeue, 

I had been dating someone and it was going great. 
Then, BAM! — he went back to his ex. From what 
he says, she cheated on him, said terrible things to 
him and is an all-around bad person. 

Why do some people go back to toxic situations, 
even when they have had a taste of a healthy, 
warm, loving relationship? Is he just addicted to 
the drama, or is it something deeper? Why would 
he be willing to go back to a situation where he was 
treated like shit? 

I consider myself a trustworthy, loving and 
all-around good person — and yet I’m still single. 
Meanwhile, all the awful, self-centered people seem 
to have all the luck in love and never really get what 
they deserve. What gives? 


Demit) 8fC, 


Disgusted and Confused 


of healthy love and warmth from you could have 
lured him into the light. In an ideal world, he 
would have had the emotional wherewithal to 
acknowledge his lingering feelings for his ex and 
not go full throttle into a relationship with you. 
Unfortunately, it doesn't sound like he was mature 
enough to take your feelings and well-being into 
account. 

Plain and simple: This guy isn't good enough 
for you, so it's time to stop giving him your energy. 

If he wants to keep banging his head against the 
wall with his ex. so be it. It's time for you to drop the 
"woe-is-me-l'm-still-single" act and refocus some 
positive energy on yourself — it's the only way love 
is going to come knockin' on your door. 


Ntocb, kwock, 


Need advice? 

Email me at mistressSPsevendaysvt.cc 





BjjNDER THeI 


OPENING RECEPTION 

0B0/AW 3 5 30 PM ' f&EADMm/OA/ 


1^' FINE ART OF THeTciRCUS IN AMERJCA^ 






wM 


GEORGES ROUAULT 

CIRQUE DE L’ETOILE FILA3STE 

MASKfa SPECTACLE ^ 

eonnEDiA dell'arte and dread & purrET ideated 

^ 

ttSio oft e/£eo/ 

pippo lionni 


Shadows 


in the Mew Media ttiche 


■P 


UNIVERSITY ! 

°f VERMONT f 
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